
Overview
Monarch butterflies have clubbed antennae that are outfitted with chemorecep-
tors to help them identify specific smells. Recently, scientists have discovered 
that Monarch butterflies also use their antennae to assist them with navigation 
and orientation during the 4,000km migration from Canada to Central Mexico.

These antenna headbands are simple to make and pair perfectly with the Mon-
arch Butterfly Wing Activity in this resource package.

Instructions
1.  Make a loop at one end of the pipe cleaner. This will provide 

some structure for creating the clubbed antenna. 

2.  Cut a piece of pipe cleaner in half and wrap it around the loop 
until it is completely covered.  

3.  Wrap the other end of the pipe cleaner around the headband/
fabric/ribbon, spacing the antennae about 3 inches/8cm apart.   

4.  The clubbed ends of the antennae may hang and droop  
from the weight , which we think adds to their charm and 
authenticity – if you prefer antennae that are more upright, 
consider gluing black pom poms to the ends of the pipe 
cleaner and using a more rigid headband (black posterboard, 
for example).

You will need...
•  Black headband, fabric or ribbon  
 (1-2” wide), approximately 2 ft/60cm long  
•  3 black pipe cleaner  
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