
East Don Trail Environmental Assessment  APPENDIX A – Public Consultation 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority   

 A8. Local Politicians 

CONTACT LIST 
Members of Parliament and Members of Provincial Parliament: 

• Joe Daniel (MP), Don Valley East (May 2011 - October 2015) 
• Yasmin Ratansi (MP), Don Valley East (October 2015 - present) 
• John Carmichael (MP), Don Valley West (May 2011 - October 2015) 
• Rob Oliphant (MP), Don Valley West (October 2015 - present) 
• Matthew Kellway (MP), Beaches-East York (May 2011 - October 2015) 
• Nathaniel Erskine-Smith (MP), Beaches-East York (October 2015 - present) 
• Craig Scott (MP), Toronto-Danforth (March 2012- October 2015) 
• Julie Dabrusin (MP), Toronto-Danforth (October 2015 - present) 
• Michael Prue (MPP), Beaches-East York (September 2001 – May 2014) 
• Arthur Potts (MPP), Beaches-East York (June 2014 – present) 
• Hon. Michael Coteau (MPP), Don Valley East 
• Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne (MPP), Don Valley West 
• Peter Tabuns (MPP), Toronto-Danforth 

Councillors: 

• Janet Davis, Ward 31 Beaches-East York 
• John Parker, Ward 26 Don Valley West (2006 – December 2014) 
• Jon Burnside, Ward 26 Don Valley West (December 2014 – present) 
• Denzil Minnan-Wong, Ward 34 Don Valley East 
• Mary Fragedakis, Ward 29 Toronto-Danforth 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The following includes a sample record of relevant correspondence with Councillors during the 
Class EA process.  For attachments related to public meetings refer to Appendix A2 Public 
Consultation.  

 



East Don Trail EAEast Don Trail EAEast Don Trail EAEast Don Trail EA
Violetta TkaczukVioletta TkaczukVioletta TkaczukVioletta Tkaczuk         to: councillor_minnan-wong, mwilson5 07/26/2012 06:12 PM

Cc: jhyland, DEgan

Hello Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong

As you may already be aware the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), with The 
City of Toronto Transportation Services and Parks, Forestry and Recreation departments, will be 
undertaking an Environmental Assessment (EA) Study to facilitate construction of the East Don 
Trail and associated primary connections.  Please find attached the following:

-East Don Trail Project Brief

-A letter from the TRCA 

-TRCA Authority Meeting #5/12, held on Friday, June 22, 2012 communication (note: 
communication was moved by Glenn Mason, and seconded by David Barrow) 

If you would like to discuss this project in greater detail we would be happy to schedule a 
meeting at your earliest convenience.  In addition if there are any MPs, MPPs, or key 
stakeholders that you feel we should include in the EA process please let us know. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Laura Stephenson should you wish to arrange a meeting or 
have any further questions at (416) 661-6600 ext. 5296 or lstephenson@trca.on.ca.

EDT Letter to Minnan-Wong.pdfEDT Letter to Minnan-Wong.pdf EDT Project Brief.pdfEDT Project Brief.pdf Authority Rep June 22.pdfAuthority Rep June 22.pdf

Sincerely;

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager I
Project Management Office
Restoration Services
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
5 Shoreham Drive
Downsview, Ontario
M3N 1S4

Tel: (416) 661-6600 Ext. 5755
Fax: (416) 667-6277
E-mail: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca

www.trca.on.ca

"LEADERS IN ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND HABITAT RESTORATION"



Member of Conservation Ontario 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, Ontario M3N 1S4   (416)661-6600    FAX 661-6898   www.trca.on.ca 

 
July 26, 2012 
 
John Parker 
Ward 26 
City of Toronto 
100 Queen St W 
Toronto, ON 
M5H 2N2 
 
BY EMAIL: ivelshi@toronto.ca  
        
Re: East Don Trail Project 
 
Dear Councillor John Parker, 
 
At its meeting of July 12, 13, and 14, 2011, City Council adopted the staff report “Bikeway 
Network – 2011 Update” and as a result directed Transportation Services to report to the Public 
Works and Infrastructure Committee on specific links and installation priorities of a multi-year 
Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.  Transportation Services staff responded by completing a 
consultation process and feasibility assessment to further investigate the bikeway trail network 
outlined in the Toronto Bike Plan as approved by Toronto Council in 2001.  During this process 
Transportation Services staff worked with other City departments and stakeholders such as 
Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) to review technical and design considerations, trail 
network connectivity, property implications, approval requirements and estimated costs.  This 
planning and consultation process resulted in a recommendation to add 77 km of new bikeway 
trails to the existing 286 km bikeway network as outlined in the Bikeway Trails Implementation 
Plan.   
 
The largest and most complex project included in the Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan is the 
East Don Trail.  In May, 2012 R.V. Anderson Associates Limited, City of Toronto and TRCA 
completed the “East Don Trail, Master Plan Update Final Report” which assessed potential trail 
alignment options, suggested a preferred route, identified technical challenges and drafted a 
phased construction approach and preliminary cost estimate.  The proposed trail system 
stretches 5.9km and is located within the valleylands of the East Don River from Lawrence 
Avenue East to the convergence of the West Don River at the intersection of Don Mills Road and 
the Don Valley Parkway.  This trail would not only provide many important community linkages, 
but also provide a connection to the Gatineau Hydro Corridor Trail, which extends across 
Scarborough to the Rouge Park area. 

 
The Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan was adopted by Public Works and Infrastructure 
Committee on May 16, 2012.  On June 6-7, 2012 Council approved the Plan and provided the 
following direction:  
• Motion 3: City Council authorize the Acting General Manager, Transportation Services, The 

General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation and, where appropriate, the TRCA, to 
undertake and manage any Environmental Assessment Studies required for the new trail 
connections contained in the Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan and file the Environmental 
Study Report with the Ministry of the Environment as necessary; and 

• Motion 4: City Council authorize the Acting General Manager, Transportation Services, and 
General Manager Parks, Forestry and Recreation and, where appropriate, the TRCA to 
undertake site assessments, design, public consultation, project management and 
construction of the new trail connections contained in the Bikeway Trails Implementation 
Plan. 

mailto:ivelshi@toronto.ca
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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• Motion 7: City Council request the TRCA and the General Manager, Transportation Services, 
to consult with the affected Ward Councillors on the proposed terms of reference, 
consultation and communication plan for the East Don Trail EA prior to issuing the Request 
for Proposal for the EA. 

 
Based on TRCA’s expertise, familiarity with the project through previous involvement, and 
responsibility for ownership of most of the lands located in the study area, TRCA has been 
requested to manage the planning, design and construction of the trail, in collaboration with 
Transportation Services and Parks, Forestry and Recreation staff.   
 
At Authority Meeting #5/12, held on Friday, June 22, 2012, TRCA staff sought direction to lead 
an Individual Environmental Assessment in collaboration with City of Toronto Transportation 
Services, and Parks, Forestry and Recreation departments in support of the East Don Trail 
Individual Assessment.  Resolution #A98/12 in regard to this matter was approved as follows: 

 
WHEREAS The City of Toronto’s Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan has identified the 
East Don Trail construction as a short term priority (2012-2016); 
 
AND WHEREAS Transportation Services has proposed that Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA) and City of Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation with 
Transporation Services, lead an Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) Study, to 
facilitate construction of the East Don Trail and primary connections; 
 
THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT TRCA enter into a joint initiative with the City of 
Toronto to undertake an Individual EA and manage the design and construction of the 
East Don Trail; 
 
THAT staff be directed to work in collaboration with City of Toronto Transportation 
Services and Parks, Forestry and Recreation departments, throughout the EA process; 
THAT staff ensure broad public consultation with affected stakeholders and be authorized 
to establish a Community Liaison Committee comprised of affected community residents, 
groups, associations, businesses and organizations to provide community input into the 
project; 
 
THAT authorized TRCA officials and staff be directed to take all necessary actions to 
implement the foregoing, including the signing of agreements, amendments or other legal 
documents deemed required in order to retain the necessary consulting services, subject 
to approval of City of Toronto; 
 
THAT TRCA participation be subject to funding being available from the City of Toronto; 
AND FURTHER THAT City of Toronto be so advised. 
 
At this time staff from TRCA, Transportation Services and Parks, Forestry and Recreation have 
begun to prepare a detailed work plan that outlines the scope of work, schedule and costs 
associated with the planning and design phases of this project, which will be carried out in 
accordance with the Environmental Assessment Act.  Through an Individual Environmental 
Assessment process the trail route recommendations as outlined in the East Don Trail Master 
Plan Update are expected to assist in scoping the alternatives that will be evaluated.  A key 
component of the environmental assessment will be stakeholder consultation to identify and 
respond to potential impacts of the trail as it relates to the physical, biological and 
socioeconomic environment and also within the context of all other planned activities within the 
study area.  This consultation process will include the formation of a Community Liaison 
Committee to provide strategic public input and advice throughout the planning process.    
 



Member of Conservation Ontario 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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We welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this project in greater detail as we 
move forward with initiating this exciting project.  Please contact the undersigned should you 
wish to arrange a meeting or should you have any further questions at (416) 661-6600 ext 5296 
or lstephenson@trca.on.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Laura Stephenson, Manager 
Project Management Office 
Restoration Services 

 
 
Enclosures: 
East Don Trail Project Brief  
 
copy: Dan Egan, City of Toronto 

Jennifer Hyland, City of Toronto 
 Wendy Strickland, City of Toronto 

  



EAST DON TRAIL  
PROJECT BRIEF 

EAST DON TRAIL BACKGROUND 
 
In 2012, City of Toronto prepared the multi-year 
Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan to identify 
specific links and installation priorities of the multi-
use trail network. The Plan recommended adding 
77 kilometres (km) of new bikeway trails to the 
existing 286 km trails network and was approved by 
City Council in June of 2012.  
 
One of the largest and most complex projects 
included in the Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan 
is the East Don Trail. This trail system is proposed 
within the East Don River Corridor and would link 
the north end of Charles Sauriol Conservation Area, 
the Gatineau Trail and the Lower Don Trail systems.  
The intended purpose of this project is to create a 
key connection in the multi-use trail system, provide 
safe access to nature and recreational opportunities 
for the public, and to create a transportation corridor 
for cyclists.   
 
City of Toronto; Transportation Services, Parks, 
Forestry and Recreation, and Toronto and Region 
Conservation (TRCA) have been working in 
partnership on the development of the East Don 
Trail for several years. In 2011, a 2 km section of 
the East Don Trail was constructed at the north end 
of Charles Sauriol Conservation Area, from 
Lawrence Av East to Wynford Heights Crescent.  
 
In May, 2012 with support from R.V. Anderson 
Associates Limited, City of Toronto and TRCA also 
completed a feasibility study for the remainder of 
the trail. The feasibility study concluded that a trail 
within the East Don Corridor was possible, while 
also accommodating the natural environment, public 
needs, and approval requirements.  In order to 
determine the best trail route, further consultation, 
investigations and environmental studies were 
recommended. 
 
The next step in realizing the completion of the East 
Don Trail will be a comprehensive planning and 
design process facilitated through an Environmental 
Assessment (EA).  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STUDY AREA 
 
The boundaries of the regional study area are 
Lawrence Avenue to the north, O’Connor Drive to 
the south, Victoria Park Avenue to the east, and 
Don Mills and Laird Drive to the west.  The Regional 
Study Area contains multiple thruways: The Don 
Valley Parkway, Don Mills Road and Victoria Park 
Avenue running north/south; and Lawrence and 
Eglinton Avenues running east/west.  

 
The Environmental Assessment (EA) process will 
identify and evaluate a range of alternatives to 
determine a preferred main trail route and 
community access points. The evaluation process 
will consider technical feasibility, terrestrial and 
aquatic impacts, social impacts, constructability, 
costs, operation, and maintenance. Consultation 
and discussion with affected agencies and 
landowners will be a pivotal part of the process in 
determining a preferred trail route. 
 
The EA process for the East Don Trail will ensure 
that potential impacts on the environmentally 
sensitive East Don Valley Corridor, river crossings, 
flood and erosion risks are considered.   
 

PROJECT CONTACT 
Violetta Tkaczuk 
Project Manager 

Toronto and Region Conservation 
p: (416) 661-6600 ext. 5755 

e: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 

Project websites: 
http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/

eastdontrail/index.htm 

 

Regional Study Area 

Charles Sauirol 
Conservation Area 
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SECTION:

CONFIDENTIAL: No

Item 
TO: Chair and Members of the Authority

Meeting #5/12, June 22, 2012

FROM: Nick Saccone, Director, Restoration Services

RE: EAST DON TRAIL INDIVIDUAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

KEY ISSUE: Direction to lead an Individual Environmental Assessment in 
collaboration with City of Toronto Transportation Services, and Parks, 
Forestry and Recreation departments, subject to availability of funding 
from the City of Toronto.

RECOMMENDATION

WHEREAS The City of Toronto’s Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan has identified the 

East Don Trail EA and construction as short term priorities (2012-2016);

AND WHEREAS Transportation Services has proposed that TRCA lead an Individual 

Environmental Assessment (EA) Study, to facilitate construction of the East Don Trail and 

primary connections; 

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT TRCA enter into a joint initiative with the City of 

Toronto to undertake an Individual EA and manage the design and construction of the 

East Don Trail;

THAT staff be directed to work in collaboration with City of Toronto Transportation 

Services and Parks, Forestry and Recreation departments, throughout the EA process;

THAT staff ensure broad public consultation with affected stakeholders and be 

authorized to establish a Community Liaison Committee comprised of affected 

community residents, groups, associations, businesses, and organizations to provide 

community input into the project;

THAT authorized officials and staff be directed to take all necessary actions to implement 

the foregoing, including the signing of agreements, amendments or other legal 

documents deemed required in order to retain the necessary Consulting Services, 

subject to approval of City of Toronto;

THAT TRCA participation be subject to funding being available from the City of Toronto;

AND FURTHER THAT City of Toronto be so advised.

BACKGROUND
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City Council adopted the staff report “Bikeway Network – 2011 Update” at its meeting of July 
12, 13, and 14, 2011, and as a result directed Transportation Services to report to the Public 
Works and Infrastructure Committee on specific links and installation priorities of a multi-year 
Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.  Transportation Services staff responded by completing a 
consultation process and feasibility assessment to further investigate the bikeway trail network 
outlined in the Toronto Bike Plan as approved by Toronto Council in 2001.  During this process 
Transportation Services staff worked with other City departments and stakeholders such as 
TRCA to review technical and design considerations, trail network connectivity, property 
implications, approval requirements and estimated costs.  This planning and consultation 
process resulted in a recommendation to add 77 km of new bikeway trails to the existing 286 
km bikeway network as outlined in the Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.  

The largest and most complex project included in the Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan is 
the East Don Trail.  This trail system is proposed within the valley lands of the East Don River 
from Lawrence Avenue East to the convergence of the West Don River at the intersection of 
Don Mills Road and the Don Valley Parkway.  This trail would not only provide many important 
community linkages, but also provide a connection to the Gatineau Hydro Corridor Trail, which 
extends across Scarborough to the Rouge Park area.

The Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan was presented to the Public Works and Infrastructure 
Committee on April 27, 2012 and adopted on May 16, 2012.  On June 6, 2012 Council 
approved the Plan and provided the following direction: 

City Council authorize the Acting General Manager, Transportation Services, The General �

Manger, Parks, Forestry and Recreation and, where appropriate, the TRCA, to undertake 
and manage any Environmental Assessment Studies required for the new trail connections 
contained in the Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan and file the Environmental Study 
Report with the Ministry of the Environment as necessary; and
City Council authorize the Acting General Manger, Transportation Services, and General �

Manger Parks, Forestry and Recreation and, where appropriate, the TRCA to undertake site 
assessments, design, public consultation, project management and construction of the 
new trail connections contained in the Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.

RATIONALE 

TRCA has been working in partnership Transportation Services and Parks, Forestry and 
Recreation on the development of the East Don Trail for several years.  In 2011, TRCA 
completed 2 km of the northern most portion of the East Don Trail, from Lawrence Avenue East 
to Wynford Heights Crescent.  City of Toronto and TRCA staff also worked with R.V. Anderson 
Associates Limited to carry out a feasibility study for the remaining 5.9 km of the trail to assess 
alignment options, technical challenges, and a phased construction approach.   

The East Don Trail has been identified by Transportation Services as a short term priority (to be 
implemented in one to five years).  An individual EA is required as the next step to facilitate 
completion of the East Don Trail.  The potential impacts of the trail construction on the 
environmentally sensitive East Don Valley lands, river crossings, flood and erosion risks, and 
property ownership will be considered as part of the EA process.  Based on staff expertise, 
familiarity with the project through previous involvement, and responsibility for ownership of 
most of the lands located in the study area, TRCA has been requested to lead the EA process 
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and manage the design and construction of the trail, in collaboration with Transportation 
Services and Parks, Forestry and Recreation staff.  

WORK TO BE COMPLETED

TRCA staff will initiate the preparation of a detailed work plan for approval by Transportation 
Services.  The planning and design phases of this project will be carried out under the 
Environmental Assessment Act.  Transportation Services has confirmed with Ministry of the 
Environment staff that an Individual EA would be required.  

The EA process for this project will identify and evaluate a range of alternatives to determine a 
preferred solution.  The trail route recommendations as outlined in R.V. Anderson Associates 
Limited 2002 report are expected to assist in scoping the Individual EA during the Terms of 
Reference stage.  The environmental assessment study will also evaluate and provide a 
mechanism to respond to potential impacts of the trail as it relates to the physical, biological 
and socio economic environment and also within in the context of all other planned activities 
within the study area.  

The EA process facilitates stakeholder engagement throughout the planning of the project and 
will allow opportunities for members of the general public including; affected landowners, 
public interest groups, and any other interested parties to offer recommendations on the 
development of the proposed trail, and objections to design proposals where appropriate.  A 
Community Liaison Committee will be formed in order to provide strategic public input and 
advice throughout the EA process. 

TRCA will require the support of a consultant team in order to fulfill the requirements of the EA 
planning and design process.  Consultant services that may be required include: fluvial 
geomorphic, civil, and geotechnical engineering studies and a property assessment.

FINANCIAL DETAILS

Transportation Services staff estimate the cost to complete the East Don Trail at $17 million, 
including the EA.  The cost of the trail is relatively high due to the requirement for the many 
crossings of the Don River and CN right-of-way, bridge canopies, tunnel structures riverbank 
protection and retaining wall structures, which are all necessary to address the difficult terrain 
within the East Don valley lands.    

The preliminary estimate for an Individual EA of this size and nature is $1,100,000, including all 
planning and consulting costs.  Subsequent to Council approval, TRCA will prepare a work 
plan including a baseline schedule and cost estimate to complete the Individual EA study for 
approval by Transportation Services.  TRCA will retain the required consultants in accordance 
with TRCA's Purchasing Policy and execute necessary agreements.  Future work phases 
including detailed design and construction will be managed by TRCA at the request of 
Transportation Services and subject to funding approval.  All tendering will be conducted in 
accordance with TRCA’s Purchasing Policy.  

Report prepared by: Violetta Tkaczuk, extension 5755

Emails: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca

For Information contact: Laura Stephenson, extension 5296

Emails: lstephenson@trca.on.ca



From: Janet Davis
To: Councillor Davis; Violetta Tkaczuk
Cc: Daniel Egan; Jennifer Hyland; Jay Thiessen
Subject: Re: East Don Trail EA
Date: 07/31/2012 06:28 PM

Hello Violetta,
I would be very happy to meet with you.  I read the Trails Report quite thoroughly when it came to
Committee and Council and am very excited about the project.  I moved the motion to have Cllrs briefed
before the terms of reference for the EA was finalized.  I want to ensure that we have community
involvement throughout this EA.  With the recent flooding, and damage to the park I'm even more
committed than ever to find ways to make sure this park not only has trails, but has the ongoing
maintenance and erosion issues addressed over the long term.  I'm pleased that Transportation Services
is now involved -- but happy that TRCA is doing the EA.  I also know that the EA for the Don Wet
Weather Flow project is waiting for approval from the province, and it will impact this same area.  I want
to know how they are going to affect one another. 

So yes! I'd love to meet.

Janet

Councillor Janet Davis
Ward 31, Beaches-East York
Office:  416-392-4035
Twitter @Janet_Davis
www.janetdavis.ca

mailto:jdavis1@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_davis@toronto.ca
mailto:VTkaczuk@TRCA.on.ca
mailto:DEgan@toronto.ca
mailto:jhyland@toronto.ca
mailto:jthiessen@toronto.ca
mailto:lstephenson@trca.on.ca


From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_davis@toronto.ca
Cc: garmour@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Public Meeting
Date: 01/18/2013 02:10 PM

Good Afternoon Councillor Janet Davis, 

I am writing in regards to the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) project
being undertaken by the City of Toronto's, Transportation Services and Parks,
Forestry, and Recreation departments, and the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA).  Engaging the public is a key component of this project and we
are proud to invite you to our first public meeting to be held on February 13,
2013 (further details below).   

This first public meeting will be a drop-in open house style that will allow the public
the opportunity to view study materials and engage in one-on-one discussions with
members of the project team.  Our goals for this meeting are to introduce the
public to this project and to seek their input into key challenges, opportunities and
concerns for the proposed East Don Trail. 

The East Don Trail EA project team will be issuing a formal notice to the public
January 31, 2013.  Notices will be placed in both the East York Mirror and North
York Mirror, and be distributed to community members within the Regional Study
area, emailed to key stakeholders, and placed in community newsletters.  A formal
notice will also be sent to you so that you may distribute or advertise this event to
your ward constituents (as you see fit). In addition we will be launching a project
website for January 31, 2013. 

If you would like to meet prior to the East Don Trail EA first public meeting we
would be happy to schedule a meeting at your earliest convenience.   

If you have any questions, comments or suggests please do not hesitate to contact
me, Violetta Tkaczuk at (416)-661-6600 ext. 5755 or vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 

East Don Trail Public Meeting #1: 
Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 
Time: 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
Location: Blessed John 23

rd
 Catholic School, 175 Grenoble Drive 

Thank you;

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager I
Project Management Office
Restoration Services
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
5 Shoreham Drive
Downsview, Ontario
M3N 1S4

Tel: (416) 661-6600 Ext. 5755
Fax: (416) 667-6277
E-mail: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca

mailto:CN=Violetta Tkaczuk/O=TRCA
mailto:councillor_davis@toronto.ca
mailto:garmour@toronto.ca
mailto:degan@toronto.ca


From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Public Meeting
Date: 02/05/2013 10:47 PM
Attachments: East Don Trail EA Notice Flyer.pdf

Hello Councillor Minnan-Wong

As promised, please find attached the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment
notice of commencement and public event. 
In addition we have launched the project webpage which can be accessed at:
http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail/index.htm

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you at the first public meeting on
February 13, 2013.

Sincerely:

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager I
Project Management Office
Restoration Services
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
5 Shoreham Drive
Downsview, Ontario
M3N 1S4

Tel: (416) 661-6600 Ext. 5755
Fax: (416) 667-6277
E-mail: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca

www.trca.on.ca

"LEADERS IN ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND HABITAT RESTORATION"

▼ Violetta Tkaczuk---01/18/2013 02:08:43 PM---Good Afternoon Councillor Denzil
Minnan-Wong,  I am writing in regards to the East Don Trail Environ

mailto:CN=Violetta Tkaczuk/O=TRCA
mailto:councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca
http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail/index.htm



 


          Notice of Public Event 


East Don Trail: 
 Environmental Assessment Study 


Notice of Commencement & Public Open House 
The City of Toronto with Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting a public event to 
introduce you to the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment study.  The event will be a drop-in 
open house for viewing study materials and one-on-one discussions with members of the project 
team. We invite you to attend this event to learn more about the work completed to date, key 
challenges and opportunities, and ways the community can participate in the study. 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


Date:  Wednesday, February 13th, 2013  


Time:  6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 


Place:  Blessed John 23rd Catholic School 


175 Grenoble Drive (East of Don Mills Road)  


Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are investigating 
ways to construct a multi-use trail system within 
the East Don valley lands, as part of the 2012 
multi-year Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.  
The proposed trail will provide a key connection 
between the north end of Charles Sauriol 
Conservation Area, the Lower Don Trail system, 
and Gatineau Corridor Trail.   
 


The Process: 
The East Don Trail EA study will be carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act providing 
opportunities for public input at key stages.  The 
study will ensure that any potential impacts to the 
valley lands, river crossings, flood and erosion 
risks, and property ownership are considered. 


 


This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional 
accommodations. 







 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 


Existing footpath –  
East Don Valley west of Northline Road 


Example of multi-use trail – High Park 


We would like to hear 
from you: 
Public consultation is an important part of this 
study. We are asking for your input to inform 
the East Don Trail EA study.  Topics to 
discuss include: 
 


 How and where you are utilizing the 
East Don valley lands 


 Key areas of interest 
 Challenges, opportunities, and other 


concerns 
 How we can engage the community 


and provide opportunities for 
participation  


 
You are invited to learn more and to share 
your insights and opinions at any time.   
For more information, please contact: 


 


Maogosha Pyjor    
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca or 
mpyjor@toronto.ca 


Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.   
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
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accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act providing 
opportunities for public input at key stages.  The 
study will ensure that any potential impacts to the 
valley lands, river crossings, flood and erosion 
risks, and property ownership are considered. 


 


This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional 
accommodations. 







 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 


Existing footpath –  
East Don Valley west of Northline Road 


Example of multi-use trail – High Park 


We would like to hear 
from you: 
Public consultation is an important part of this 
study. We are asking for your input to inform 
the East Don Trail EA study.  Topics to 
discuss include: 
 


 How and where you are utilizing the 
East Don valley lands 


 Key areas of interest 
 Challenges, opportunities, and other 


concerns 
 How we can engage the community 


and provide opportunities for 
participation  


 
You are invited to learn more and to share 
your insights and opinions at any time.   
For more information, please contact: 


 


Maogosha Pyjor    
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca or 
mpyjor@toronto.ca 


Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.   
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 







From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: mwilson5@toronto.ca; ahowell3@toronto.ca; ivelshi@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca;

garmour@toronto.ca
Bcc: mpyjor@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Public Meeting February 13, 2013
Date: 02/11/2013 01:55 PM
Attachments: East Don Trail EA Notice Flyer.pdf

Good Afternoon

This is just a reminder that the City of Toronto, Transportation Services and Parks,
Forestry, and Recreation departments, and the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA) are hosting an East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA)
public meeting this Wednesday, February 13, 2013 at Blessed John 23rd
Catholic School.  This first public meeting will be a drop-in open house style that will
allow the public the opportunity to view study materials and engage in one-on-one
discussions with members of the project team. 

I have attached the flyer that was issued to you last week that contains further
information. In addition we have launched the project webpage which can be
accessed at: http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail/index.htm

We hope to see you all this Wednesday.  If you have any question please do not
hesitate to contact me.

East Don Trail Public Meeting #1: 
Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 
Time: 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
Location: Blessed John 23

rd
 Catholic School, 175 Grenoble Drive 

Sincerly;

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager I
Project Management Office
Restoration Services
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
5 Shoreham Drive
Downsview, Ontario
M3N 1S4

Tel: (416) 661-6600 Ext. 5755
Fax: (416) 667-6277
E-mail: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca

www.trca.on.ca

"LEADERS IN ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND HABITAT RESTORATION"

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DECIDING TO PRINT THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:

mailto:CN=Violetta Tkaczuk/O=TRCA
mailto:councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_davis@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_parker@toronto.ca
mailto:mwilson5@toronto.ca
mailto:ahowell3@toronto.ca
mailto:ivelshi@toronto.ca
mailto:dfinlay@toronto.ca
mailto:degan@toronto.ca
mailto:garmour@toronto.ca
mailto:mpyjor@toronto.ca
http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail/index.htm



 


          Notice of Public Event 


East Don Trail: 
 Environmental Assessment Study 


Notice of Commencement & Public Open House 
The City of Toronto with Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting a public event to 
introduce you to the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment study.  The event will be a drop-in 
open house for viewing study materials and one-on-one discussions with members of the project 
team. We invite you to attend this event to learn more about the work completed to date, key 
challenges and opportunities, and ways the community can participate in the study. 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


Date:  Wednesday, February 13th, 2013  


Time:  6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 


Place:  Blessed John 23rd Catholic School 


175 Grenoble Drive (East of Don Mills Road)  


Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are investigating 
ways to construct a multi-use trail system within 
the East Don valley lands, as part of the 2012 
multi-year Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.  
The proposed trail will provide a key connection 
between the north end of Charles Sauriol 
Conservation Area, the Lower Don Trail system, 
and Gatineau Corridor Trail.   
 


The Process: 
The East Don Trail EA study will be carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act providing 
opportunities for public input at key stages.  The 
study will ensure that any potential impacts to the 
valley lands, river crossings, flood and erosion 
risks, and property ownership are considered. 


 


This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional 
accommodations. 







 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 


Existing footpath –  
East Don Valley west of Northline Road 


Example of multi-use trail – High Park 


We would like to hear 
from you: 
Public consultation is an important part of this 
study. We are asking for your input to inform 
the East Don Trail EA study.  Topics to 
discuss include: 
 


 How and where you are utilizing the 
East Don valley lands 


 Key areas of interest 
 Challenges, opportunities, and other 


concerns 
 How we can engage the community 


and provide opportunities for 
participation  


 
You are invited to learn more and to share 
your insights and opinions at any time.   
For more information, please contact: 


 


Maogosha Pyjor    
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca or 
mpyjor@toronto.ca 


Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.   
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
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East Don Trail: 
 Environmental Assessment Study 


Notice of Commencement & Public Open House 
The City of Toronto with Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting a public event to 
introduce you to the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment study.  The event will be a drop-in 
open house for viewing study materials and one-on-one discussions with members of the project 
team. We invite you to attend this event to learn more about the work completed to date, key 
challenges and opportunities, and ways the community can participate in the study. 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


Date:  Wednesday, February 13th, 2013  


Time:  6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 


Place:  Blessed John 23rd Catholic School 


175 Grenoble Drive (East of Don Mills Road)  


Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are investigating 
ways to construct a multi-use trail system within 
the East Don valley lands, as part of the 2012 
multi-year Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.  
The proposed trail will provide a key connection 
between the north end of Charles Sauriol 
Conservation Area, the Lower Don Trail system, 
and Gatineau Corridor Trail.   
 


The Process: 
The East Don Trail EA study will be carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act providing 
opportunities for public input at key stages.  The 
study will ensure that any potential impacts to the 
valley lands, river crossings, flood and erosion 
risks, and property ownership are considered. 


 


This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional 
accommodations. 







 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 


Existing footpath –  
East Don Valley west of Northline Road 


Example of multi-use trail – High Park 


We would like to hear 
from you: 
Public consultation is an important part of this 
study. We are asking for your input to inform 
the East Don Trail EA study.  Topics to 
discuss include: 
 


 How and where you are utilizing the 
East Don valley lands 


 Key areas of interest 
 Challenges, opportunities, and other 


concerns 
 How we can engage the community 


and provide opportunities for 
participation  


 
You are invited to learn more and to share 
your insights and opinions at any time.   
For more information, please contact: 


 


Maogosha Pyjor    
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca or 
mpyjor@toronto.ca 


Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.   
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 







 

          Notice of Public Event 

East Don Trail: 
 Environmental Assessment Study 

Notice of Commencement & Public Open House 
The City of Toronto with Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting a public event to 
introduce you to the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment study.  The event will be a drop-in 
open house for viewing study materials and one-on-one discussions with members of the project 
team. We invite you to attend this event to learn more about the work completed to date, key 
challenges and opportunities, and ways the community can participate in the study. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Date:  Wednesday, February 13th, 2013  
Time:  6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Place:  Blessed John 23rd Catholic School 

175 Grenoble Drive (East of Don Mills Road)  

Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are investigating 
ways to construct a multi-use trail system within 
the East Don valley lands, as part of the 2012 
multi-year Bikeway Trails Implementation Plan.  
The proposed trail will provide a key connection 
between the north end of Charles Sauriol 
Conservation Area, the Lower Don Trail system, 
and Gatineau Corridor Trail.   
 
The Process: 
The East Don Trail EA study will be carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act providing 
opportunities for public input at key stages.  The 
study will ensure that any potential impacts to the 
valley lands, river crossings, flood and erosion 
risks, and property ownership are considered. 

 

This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional 
accommodations. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Existing footpath –  
East Don Valley west of Northline Road 

Example of multi-use trail – High Park 

We would like to hear 
from you: 
Public consultation is an important part of this 
study. We are asking for your input to inform 
the East Don Trail EA study.  Topics to 
discuss include: 
 

 How and where you are utilizing the 
East Don valley lands 

 Key areas of interest 
 Challenges, opportunities, and other 

concerns 
 How we can engage the community 

and provide opportunities for 
participation  

 
You are invited to learn more and to share 
your insights and opinions at any time.   
For more information, please contact: 
 
Maogosha Pyjor    
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca or 
mpyjor@toronto.ca 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.   
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 

www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 



From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_davis@toronto.ca
Cc: lbrewer@toronto.ca; bmcewen@toronto.ca; ndefrae@toronto.ca; garmour@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Community Liaison Committee
Date: 03/11/2013 04:08 PM
Attachments: EDT_CLC_InviteeList_proposed.pdf

Good Afternoon Councillor Janet Davis

I am writing in regards to the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA)
project.  Following our first Public Meeting (held February 13th) we have been
working on drafting a list of potential Community Liaison Committee (CLC) members.

The purpose of the CLC is to assist the City of Toronto and TRCA in obtaining
additional public input concerning the planning and design process of the East Don
Trail EA.  
The objectives of the CLC are to:

Identify items of public concern related to the impact and design of the
East Don Trail;
offer potential advice or solutions to resolve these concerns;
assist the City of Toronto and TRCA in reaching out and maintaining
communications with community residents, local groups, association, and
organizations that share an interest in the East Don and the project; and
act as the voice of the community for the East Don Trail EA.

I have attached the proposed CLC member list.  The participants for the CLC have
been chosen to act as representatives for each of their respective groups and/or
interests category in regards to the project.  To gather meaningful consultation from
this group we have strived to ensure the group is balanced in terms of the variety of
interests and the number of participants.  We feel there are still some areas that
could use further representation and are wondering if you could suggest any suitable
candidates for the following areas:

additional ratepayer, condo, and resident groups that would be interested
in the project?
any representatives from local schools that should sit on the CLC? If so
which schools should be contacted (please provide a contact name)?
cultural heritage oriented groups within your Ward?
any additional pedestrian/walking groups within your Ward that would be
interested in the project?

Could you please take a few minutes to review the list and provide any necessary
comments and input, by this Wendesday, March 13th by noon.  We will be
issuing formal invitations to the proposed CLC members by the end of this week,
with the first CLC being scheduled for either April 10th or April 11th (based on
availability of a suitable venue).

In addition we have identified the Parkview Hills Community Group as a stakeholder
and feel it would be valuable to have a representative from this group sit on the
CLC, however to date we have been unsuccessful in contacting them.  Do you have
a contact name and email or phone number in which you could provide us?  Any
help into this matter would be greatly appreciated.

mailto:CN=Violetta Tkaczuk/O=TRCA
mailto:councillor_davis@toronto.ca
mailto:lbrewer@toronto.ca
mailto:bmcewen@toronto.ca
mailto:ndefrae@toronto.ca
mailto:garmour@toronto.ca
mailto:degan@toronto.ca



Community Liaison Committee


DRAFT INVITEE LIST


Details First Name Last Name Title Organization


Resident


Belongs to Toronto Field 


Naturalists and Senior Hikers' 


Club of Toronto


Charles Chaffey Toronto Field Naturalists;


Senior Hikers' Club of Toronto


Mountain Biking Organization Timothy Charles Toronto Offroad Bike Association (TORBA)


Community Group Brendan Flanagan Wynford Concorde Liaison Committee


Resident


DonValley West MPP Candidate, 


Member of Green Party


Louis Fliss Senior 


Chiropodist


Flemingdon Health Centre


Cultural Heritage Elizabeth Gallacher Museum 


Coordinator


Todmorden Mills Heritage Site


Community Group Munjeera Jefford Action for Neighbourhood Change/Hub - Victoria Village


Resident, Cyclist


UofT Prof


Ronald Kluger BIKE 25


Natural Heritage Bob Kortright President Toronto Field Naturalists


Natural Heritage Nancy Penny Chair Taylor Massey Project


Pedestrian Group Dylan Reid Walk Toronto


Natural Heritage John Routh East Don Watershed Council


Natural Heritage - Ornithology Kevin Seymour President Toronto Ornithorological Club


Active Tranportation Nancy Smith Lea Director Toronto Centre for Active Transportation


Natural Heritage Debbie Supran President Friends of the Don East


Community Group John Taranu Board Member Cycle Toronto


Require Contact Information Justin Van Dette President Parkview Hills Community Association


Ratepayer Group - Don Mills Area Terry West President Don Mills Residents Inc.


Resident Chris Winsor Resident


Mountain Biking Organization Igor Hoogendoorn Ontario 


Regional 


Coordinator


International Mountain Biking Assoc.


Pedestrian Groups


Local Schools


Community Groups, Ratepayer 


Groups, etc.







If you have any questions relating to the East Don Trail EA please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager I
Project Management Office
Restoration Services
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
5 Shoreham Drive
Downsview, Ontario
M3N 1S4

Tel: (416) 661-6600 Ext. 5755
Fax: (416) 667-6277
E-mail: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca

www.trca.on.ca

"LEADERS IN ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND HABITAT RESTORATION"

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DECIDING TO PRINT THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
Thank you."
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From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: dfinlay@toronto.ca; eboachi@toronto.ca; EZarrug@toronto.ca; lbrewer@toronto.ca; mwilson5@toronto.ca;

astefan4@toronto.ca; ahowell3@toronto.ca; ivelshi@toronto.ca; jhenry3@toronto.ca; kwestco@toronto.ca;
degan@toronto.ca; garmour@toronto.ca; bmcewen@toronto.ca; ndefrae@toronto.ca

Subject: East Don Trail EA PIC#1 Summary
Date: 03/19/2013 10:08 AM
Attachments: EDT_PIC1_SummaryReport_FINAL.pdf

Hello

On February 13, 2013, The City of Toronto, Transportation Services and Parks,
Forestry and Recreation, and the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority hosted
the first Public Information Center open house  for the East Don Trail Environmental
Assessment.  At the meeting attendees were encouraged to fill out a comment form
and participate in an interactive mapping exercise to identify where they access the
East Don Corridor and how they are utilizing the area.  A Public Consultation Report
has been produced that summarizes the key ideas and opinions expressed by the
stakeholders.  The content for this report was amalgamated from the comment
forms, interactive mapping exercise, and from conversations held between attendees
and the City and/or TRCA staff. 

I have attached the Public Consultation Report for your records.  The report has also
been posted on the East Don Trail website this morning (as "comment summary"). 
In addition the website contains links to all the display panels, comment forms, and
information sheet presented at the East Don Trail EA open house.  The website can
be access at:
http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail/index.htm

If you have any questions regarding the East Don Trail EA or the first Public
Information Centre please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely;

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager I
Project Management Office
Restoration Services
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
5 Shoreham Drive
Downsview, Ontario
M3N 1S4

Tel: (416) 661-6600 Ext. 5755
Fax: (416) 667-6277
E-mail: vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca

www.trca.on.ca

"LEADERS IN ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND HABITAT RESTORATION"

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DECIDING TO PRINT THIS MESSAGE*
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East Don Trail  
Environmental Assessment 
 
Public Open House February 13, 2013 
 
Public Consultation Report 
 


 
 


Prepared by 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 


In cooperation with 
Maogosha Pygor 


Sr. Public Consultation Coordinator 
City of Toronto 


March 18, 2013 
  







1 Introduction 
On February 13, 2013 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
(TRCA) hosted a Public Information Centre (PIC) to introduce and gather feedback for the East Don Trail 
Environmental Assessment (EA) study. Local residents and interested individuals were invited to learn 
about the project through panels and conversations with City and TRCA staff. Participants were also 
encouraged to fill out comment forms and participate in an interactive mapping exercise to identify where 
they access the East Don Corridor, how they use the area and what they notice while visiting. Overall, the 
event was well attended, solicited a range of feedback about the project, and facilitated an exchange of 
ideas and opinions amongst residents, interested individuals, TRCA, and City staff. 
Following the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 


2 Communications Received 
•  77 participants signed in at the open house. 
• 41 comments were received during the comment period: 25 comment forms were submitted at the 


event and 16 comments were received after the event (5 via email; 11 were mailed in). 
• Conversation topics between City and TRCA staff and Open House participants have also been 


incorporated into the summary below. 


All submissions have been documented, acknowledged and/or responded to appropriately. 


3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of the key ideas and opinions expressed by stakeholders through various 
communications. Points have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by topic. 
Points have been numbered within topics for referencing convenience and do not represent the priority of 
importance. 


Overall 
While the majority of public responses support this project, there is also some opposition. Support for the 
project can be mainly attributed to the benefit of: increasing opportunities for recreation, making larger 
cycling network connections, providing safe routes for cyclists, and providing better access for a wider 
demographic. Opposition for the project can be mainly attributed to the potential environmental impacts, 
concern over impacts on personal enjoyment of the trails with increased use, and peoples' experiences 
with a lack of bicycle etiquette. 


New Design Concerns/Ideas  
1. Support for the connection, but many people believe it should be a broader opportunity for 


connections and access to other areas. 
2. Support for the provision of stairs and hand rails in areas with steep grades. 
3. Some residents requested the installation of an asphalt (or similar) surface due to accessibility 


issues with granular surfaces and uneven surfaces for elderly users. 







4. Some residents are adamantly opposed to concrete or pavement in the valley, they feel it will 
damage the natural environment and ruin the natural feel of the area. 


Community & Recreation 
5. Conflict of uses, specifically between bikers and walkers. Each group does not want the other 


to disturb their enjoyment and use of the space. 
6. Mountain bikers are concerned about the impact the trail may have on their sport. The 


concern is that a new trail would restrict mountain biking opportunities within the area through 
increased enforcement and demolition of existing trails. 


7. Concern about the trail connection bringing more people to the area, causing overcrowding 
and decreasing the enjoyment for current users 


Safety 
8. Concern about water levels, and the trail becoming flooded. 
9. Slope and grades are one of the most prevalent concerns raised by the public. People are 


concerned that the steep grades may compromise the safety of the trail when wet, icy or 
snowy and prevent some residents from enjoying the use of the trail, such as the elderly, who 
may have a difficulty climbing up and down the slopes. 


10. The safety and stability of the hills and other slopes that are highly eroded. 
11. Railroad tracks are a safety concern for some residents; currently the informal trails follow the 


tracks in some areas. 


Maintenance 
12. The majority of the public would like to see a high quality paved trail implemented with proper 


maintenance for year-round enjoyment. 
13. Proper maintenance of trail amenities was noted (i.e. regular clearing of snow and ice; 


cleaning garbage cans and washrooms). 


Access/Connections 
14. Wheelchair accessibility and provision of stairs in areas with steep grades. 
15. Access through Flemingdon Golf Course is important to many residents. 
16. Provision of more and improved access points. Multiple access points have been requested 


from various spots across the trail network. 
17. People are supportive of the connection, especially to the downtown. Excellent alternative to 


the major roads for people who commute by bicycle. 


Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 
18. Many residents are concerned about the impact of the trail on the natural environment: 


a. Negative effects on wildlife, such as deer, turtles etc. 
b. Further habitat fragmentation. 


19. Participants would like to see the current high quality forests and wetlands preserved; do not 
put the trail through these areas, or any other areas of habitat that may be negatively 
affected. 


20. Some residents see the project as an opportunity to remediate areas of erosion, improve 
current habitat and remove invasive species. 


21. Other residents are concerned that invasive species may become more of a problem with the 
implementation of the trail network. 







22. Residents are concerned that the trail will increase the amount of litter in the area, pollute the 
river and degrade the quality of the current natural areas. 


23. Maintain natural ambience in the area; avoid having the trail exposed to the Don Valley 
Parkway.  


Amenities 
24. Important to provide adequate signage and way finding. 


Specific Suggestions/Concerns 
25. Some residents are frustrated that the trail network has not already been implemented. Most 


of those in support of the project would like to see the trail be constructed very soon. 


Out of Scope Interests 
26. Creation of new recreational areas. 
27. Provide access to other areas including a connection to The Brickworks. 
28. Provide an access point at Don Mills and Overlea Blvd. 
29. Implementation of off-leash dog parks in the trail network. 
30. Provide adequate number of garbage cans, washrooms and drinking fountains along the trail. 


4 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 
addressed 


This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the open house and in comments sheets 
submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be addressed through a variety of means 
including: Frequently Asked Questions that will be posted on the project website and provided at 
upcoming public open houses, a project newsletter, and ongoing correspondence with City and TRCA 
staff.  
 
To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 
 
or contact  Maogosha Pyjor 


Public Consultation Coordinator 
City of Toronto 
Metro Hall, 19th Fl. 
55 John St. 
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 
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1 Introduction 
On February 13, 2013 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
(TRCA) hosted a Public Information Centre (PIC) to introduce and gather feedback for the East Don Trail 
Environmental Assessment (EA) study. Local residents and interested individuals were invited to learn 
about the project through panels and conversations with City and TRCA staff. Participants were also 
encouraged to fill out comment forms and participate in an interactive mapping exercise to identify where 
they access the East Don Corridor, how they use the area and what they notice while visiting. Overall, the 
event was well attended, solicited a range of feedback about the project, and facilitated an exchange of 
ideas and opinions amongst residents, interested individuals, TRCA, and City staff. 
Following the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 


2 Communications Received 
•  77 participants signed in at the open house. 
• 41 comments were received during the comment period: 25 comment forms were submitted at the 


event and 16 comments were received after the event (5 via email; 11 were mailed in). 
• Conversation topics between City and TRCA staff and Open House participants have also been 


incorporated into the summary below. 


All submissions have been documented, acknowledged and/or responded to appropriately. 


3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of the key ideas and opinions expressed by stakeholders through various 
communications. Points have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by topic. 
Points have been numbered within topics for referencing convenience and do not represent the priority of 
importance. 


Overall 
While the majority of public responses support this project, there is also some opposition. Support for the 
project can be mainly attributed to the benefit of: increasing opportunities for recreation, making larger 
cycling network connections, providing safe routes for cyclists, and providing better access for a wider 
demographic. Opposition for the project can be mainly attributed to the potential environmental impacts, 
concern over impacts on personal enjoyment of the trails with increased use, and peoples' experiences 
with a lack of bicycle etiquette. 


New Design Concerns/Ideas  
1. Support for the connection, but many people believe it should be a broader opportunity for 


connections and access to other areas. 
2. Support for the provision of stairs and hand rails in areas with steep grades. 
3. Some residents requested the installation of an asphalt (or similar) surface due to accessibility 


issues with granular surfaces and uneven surfaces for elderly users. 







4. Some residents are adamantly opposed to concrete or pavement in the valley, they feel it will 
damage the natural environment and ruin the natural feel of the area. 


Community & Recreation 
5. Conflict of uses, specifically between bikers and walkers. Each group does not want the other 


to disturb their enjoyment and use of the space. 
6. Mountain bikers are concerned about the impact the trail may have on their sport. The 


concern is that a new trail would restrict mountain biking opportunities within the area through 
increased enforcement and demolition of existing trails. 


7. Concern about the trail connection bringing more people to the area, causing overcrowding 
and decreasing the enjoyment for current users 


Safety 
8. Concern about water levels, and the trail becoming flooded. 
9. Slope and grades are one of the most prevalent concerns raised by the public. People are 


concerned that the steep grades may compromise the safety of the trail when wet, icy or 
snowy and prevent some residents from enjoying the use of the trail, such as the elderly, who 
may have a difficulty climbing up and down the slopes. 


10. The safety and stability of the hills and other slopes that are highly eroded. 
11. Railroad tracks are a safety concern for some residents; currently the informal trails follow the 


tracks in some areas. 


Maintenance 
12. The majority of the public would like to see a high quality paved trail implemented with proper 


maintenance for year-round enjoyment. 
13. Proper maintenance of trail amenities was noted (i.e. regular clearing of snow and ice; 


cleaning garbage cans and washrooms). 


Access/Connections 
14. Wheelchair accessibility and provision of stairs in areas with steep grades. 
15. Access through Flemingdon Golf Course is important to many residents. 
16. Provision of more and improved access points. Multiple access points have been requested 


from various spots across the trail network. 
17. People are supportive of the connection, especially to the downtown. Excellent alternative to 


the major roads for people who commute by bicycle. 


Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 
18. Many residents are concerned about the impact of the trail on the natural environment: 


a. Negative effects on wildlife, such as deer, turtles etc. 
b. Further habitat fragmentation. 


19. Participants would like to see the current high quality forests and wetlands preserved; do not 
put the trail through these areas, or any other areas of habitat that may be negatively 
affected. 


20. Some residents see the project as an opportunity to remediate areas of erosion, improve 
current habitat and remove invasive species. 


21. Other residents are concerned that invasive species may become more of a problem with the 
implementation of the trail network. 







22. Residents are concerned that the trail will increase the amount of litter in the area, pollute the 
river and degrade the quality of the current natural areas. 


23. Maintain natural ambience in the area; avoid having the trail exposed to the Don Valley 
Parkway.  


Amenities 
24. Important to provide adequate signage and way finding. 


Specific Suggestions/Concerns 
25. Some residents are frustrated that the trail network has not already been implemented. Most 


of those in support of the project would like to see the trail be constructed very soon. 


Out of Scope Interests 
26. Creation of new recreational areas. 
27. Provide access to other areas including a connection to The Brickworks. 
28. Provide an access point at Don Mills and Overlea Blvd. 
29. Implementation of off-leash dog parks in the trail network. 
30. Provide adequate number of garbage cans, washrooms and drinking fountains along the trail. 


4 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 
addressed 


This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the open house and in comments sheets 
submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be addressed through a variety of means 
including: Frequently Asked Questions that will be posted on the project website and provided at 
upcoming public open houses, a project newsletter, and ongoing correspondence with City and TRCA 
staff.  
 
To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 
 
or contact  Maogosha Pyjor 


Public Consultation Coordinator 
City of Toronto 
Metro Hall, 19th Fl. 
55 John St. 
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 



http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail



		1 Introduction

		2 Communications Received

		3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed

		Points have been numbered within topics for referencing convenience and do not represent the priority of importance.

		Overall

		New Design Concerns/Ideas

		Community & Recreation

		Safety

		Maintenance

		Access/Connections

		Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics

		Amenities

		Specific Suggestions/Concerns

		Out of Scope Interests



		4 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be addressed





 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
East Don Trail  
Environmental Assessment 
 
Public Open House February 13, 2013 
 
Public Consultation Report 
 

 
 

Prepared by 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 

In cooperation with 
Maogosha Pygor 

Sr. Public Consultation Coordinator 
City of Toronto 

March 18, 2013 
  



1 Introduction 
On February 13, 2013 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
(TRCA) hosted a Public Information Centre (PIC) to introduce and gather feedback for the East Don Trail 
Environmental Assessment (EA) study. Local residents and interested individuals were invited to learn 
about the project through panels and conversations with City and TRCA staff. Participants were also 
encouraged to fill out comment forms and participate in an interactive mapping exercise to identify where 
they access the East Don Corridor, how they use the area and what they notice while visiting. Overall, the 
event was well attended, solicited a range of feedback about the project, and facilitated an exchange of 
ideas and opinions amongst residents, interested individuals, TRCA, and City staff. 
Following the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 

2 Communications Received 
•  77 participants signed in at the open house. 
• 41 comments were received during the comment period: 25 comment forms were submitted at the 

event and 16 comments were received after the event (5 via email; 11 were mailed in). 
• Conversation topics between City and TRCA staff and Open House participants have also been 

incorporated into the summary below. 

All submissions have been documented, acknowledged and/or responded to appropriately. 

3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of the key ideas and opinions expressed by stakeholders through various 
communications. Points have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by topic. 
Points have been numbered within topics for referencing convenience and do not represent the priority of 
importance. 

Overall 
While the majority of public responses support this project, there is also some opposition. Support for the 
project can be mainly attributed to the benefit of: increasing opportunities for recreation, making larger 
cycling network connections, providing safe routes for cyclists, and providing better access for a wider 
demographic. Opposition for the project can be mainly attributed to the potential environmental impacts, 
concern over impacts on personal enjoyment of the trails with increased use, and peoples' experiences 
with a lack of bicycle etiquette. 

New Design Concerns/Ideas  
1. Support for the connection, but many people believe it should be a broader opportunity for 

connections and access to other areas. 
2. Support for the provision of stairs and hand rails in areas with steep grades. 
3. Some residents requested the installation of an asphalt (or similar) surface due to accessibility 

issues with granular surfaces and uneven surfaces for elderly users. 



4. Some residents are adamantly opposed to concrete or pavement in the valley, they feel it will 
damage the natural environment and ruin the natural feel of the area. 

Community & Recreation 
5. Conflict of uses, specifically between bikers and walkers. Each group does not want the other 

to disturb their enjoyment and use of the space. 
6. Mountain bikers are concerned about the impact the trail may have on their sport. The 

concern is that a new trail would restrict mountain biking opportunities within the area through 
increased enforcement and demolition of existing trails. 

7. Concern about the trail connection bringing more people to the area, causing overcrowding 
and decreasing the enjoyment for current users 

Safety 
8. Concern about water levels, and the trail becoming flooded. 
9. Slope and grades are one of the most prevalent concerns raised by the public. People are 

concerned that the steep grades may compromise the safety of the trail when wet, icy or 
snowy and prevent some residents from enjoying the use of the trail, such as the elderly, who 
may have a difficulty climbing up and down the slopes. 

10. The safety and stability of the hills and other slopes that are highly eroded. 
11. Railroad tracks are a safety concern for some residents; currently the informal trails follow the 

tracks in some areas. 

Maintenance 
12. The majority of the public would like to see a high quality paved trail implemented with proper 

maintenance for year-round enjoyment. 
13. Proper maintenance of trail amenities was noted (i.e. regular clearing of snow and ice; 

cleaning garbage cans and washrooms). 

Access/Connections 
14. Wheelchair accessibility and provision of stairs in areas with steep grades. 
15. Access through Flemingdon Golf Course is important to many residents. 
16. Provision of more and improved access points. Multiple access points have been requested 

from various spots across the trail network. 
17. People are supportive of the connection, especially to the downtown. Excellent alternative to 

the major roads for people who commute by bicycle. 

Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 
18. Many residents are concerned about the impact of the trail on the natural environment: 

a. Negative effects on wildlife, such as deer, turtles etc. 
b. Further habitat fragmentation. 

19. Participants would like to see the current high quality forests and wetlands preserved; do not 
put the trail through these areas, or any other areas of habitat that may be negatively 
affected. 

20. Some residents see the project as an opportunity to remediate areas of erosion, improve 
current habitat and remove invasive species. 

21. Other residents are concerned that invasive species may become more of a problem with the 
implementation of the trail network. 



22. Residents are concerned that the trail will increase the amount of litter in the area, pollute the 
river and degrade the quality of the current natural areas. 

23. Maintain natural ambience in the area; avoid having the trail exposed to the Don Valley 
Parkway.  

Amenities 
24. Important to provide adequate signage and way finding. 

Specific Suggestions/Concerns 
25. Some residents are frustrated that the trail network has not already been implemented. Most 

of those in support of the project would like to see the trail be constructed very soon. 

Out of Scope Interests 
26. Creation of new recreational areas. 
27. Provide access to other areas including a connection to The Brickworks. 
28. Provide an access point at Don Mills and Overlea Blvd. 
29. Implementation of off-leash dog parks in the trail network. 
30. Provide adequate number of garbage cans, washrooms and drinking fountains along the trail. 

4 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 
addressed 

This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the open house and in comments sheets 
submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be addressed through a variety of means 
including: Frequently Asked Questions that will be posted on the project website and provided at 
upcoming public open houses, a project newsletter, and ongoing correspondence with City and TRCA 
staff.  
 
To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 
 
or contact  Maogosha Pyjor 

Public Consultation Coordinator 
City of Toronto 
Metro Hall, 19th Fl. 
55 John St. 
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 

http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail


From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_parker@toronto.ca;

councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca
Cc: mwilson5@toronto.ca; jthiessen@toronto.ca; lbrewer@toronto.ca; ivelshi@toronto.ca; jhenry3@toronto.ca;

dfinlay@toronto.ca; eboachi@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA - e-update
Date: 09/26/2013 02:11 PM

Hello

Please see below for an e-update for the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA)

project that was sent out yesterday to stakeholders who have subscribed to email

updates.  

If you have not signed up for e-updates for the East Don Trail EA and would like to please

visit our project website at: http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail/index.htm ,

and follow the link available at the top of the webpage located in the box  "Subscribe to the

email list"  click on "Toronto E-Updates" and this will take you a list all of City of Toronto

e-update options.

Please forward this email update to any of your constituents who may be interested.

Thank you;

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

Email Update:

Update – September 2013 

REMINDER Feedback for Public Event #2 due by Friday September 27 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the second public event for the East

Don Trail Study on September 12, 2013. The two week review and comment period

following this event is coming to a close.  The project team wants to hear from you
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mailto:councillor_parker@toronto.ca
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http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail/index.htm


about the proposed trail routes that were presented. If you haven't already submitted

a comment form, please take some time to provide your feedback by this Friday,

September 27, 2013. 

All materials presented at the public event are posted on the project website,

including a comment form that can be downloaded and mailed or emailed back to the

project team: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 

Field Work within the Study Area 
Field work is currently taking place throughout the East Don corridor located within

the Regional Study Area and will continue until the fall of 2014 (click on this map link

– http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail/index.htm#a02). The field work

will inform detailed studies and help the project team with assessing the impacts of

the proposed trails. Fieldwork includes: 

1. Tree inventory

· Assessment, identification and inventory of trees in the area.

· All trees that are inventoried will be tagged by our arborist with a number that is

linked to a large amount of information including tree type, size and health. 
2. Topographic Study

· In the coming weeks, assessment of the locations for each trail route option

will take place. This study will assist in determining the grades (steepness) of the

different areas within the corridor. 
· Orange stakes (wood and/or metal) and flags in the ground at key survey

points. 
3. East Don River Study

· Investigation of river processes and the shape, size, and movement of the East

Don River system. This information will be used to determine the rate and impact of

erosion, and natural and human influences on the river channel. 

· Orange paint markings on the ground and trees, and wooden and/or metal

stakes in the ground. 
4. Geotechnical survey

· Starting this winter to obtain information on the physical properties of the soil

(both on and below the surface) and rocks in the area. 
· Orange paint markings on the ground, wooden stakes and tubes in the ground

(used to measure groundwater levels). 

If you have any specific questions or concerns during this field work, please contact

the project team at: 

Tel: 416-338-2850

TTY: 416-397-0831

Fax: 416-392-2974

Email: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DECIDING TO PRINT THIS MESSAGE*

http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail
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From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; lbrewer@toronto.ca;

councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca; mwilson5@toronto.ca; councillor_parker@toronto.ca; ivelshi@toronto.ca
Cc: degan@toronto.ca; garmour@toronto.ca; mpyjor@toronto.ca; jhyland@toronto.ca; wstrick@toronto.ca;

ndefrae@toronto.ca; bmcewen@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail Potential Public Meeting Dates
Date: 06/19/2013 04:33 PM

Hello,

As you aware the City of Toronto and the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA) have been working on the Environmental Assessment (EA) process
to facilitate the construction of the East Don Trail.  To date we have had one public
meeting on February 13 of this year and will be hosting a second public meeting in
the early fall.  Currently we are looking at two potential dates, September 10 or
September 12.  It would be ideal if the Councillors were able to attend this second
East Don Trail EA public meeting.  Could you please get back to me by July 2 on
which of these two dates you would prefer the Public Meeting to be held on.   The
main purpose of this meeting will be to present the environmental baseline existing
conditions and the alternative trail alignment options to the public.  A venue and
meeting time has not yet been confirmed, however the general time for the meeting
will be approximately 6:00 to 8:30pm. 

Since the East Don Trail public meeting #1 the project team has been working on
gathering the baseline existing conditions, defining the problem and opportunities for
the project, evaluating the Alternative solutions to the problem/opportunity, and
assessing different trail alignments option.  A large portion of this has been
accomplished through various meetings with our Community Liaison Committee
(CLC).  To date we have meet with the CLC twice and have a meeting schedule this
July to discuss the alternative trail alignments.

Currently the project team is compiling a East Don Trail EA newsletter that will
provide additional details of the progress of the project.  The newsletter should be
available in July, and will be sent out to each of the Councillors.

Please let me know if you have any questions 

Thank you

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

East Don Trail EA Website:  http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail/ 
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Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DECIDING TO PRINT THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
Thank you."



From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: mpyjor@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca; eboachi@toronto.ca; lbrewer@toronto.ca; mwilson5@toronto.ca;

astefan4@toronto.ca; ivelshi@toronto.ca; jhenry3@toronto.ca; jthiessen@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca;
garmour@toronto.ca; bmcewen@toronto.ca

Subject: East Don Trail EA second public meeting
Date: 08/28/2013 09:26 AM
Attachments: EDT_PIC2_Flyer_Final.pdf

Good Morning Councillors

I am writing in regards to the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) project
being undertaken by the City of Toronto's, Transportation Services and Parks,
Forestry, and Recreation departments, and the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA).  Engaging the public is a key component of this project and we
are proud to invite you to our second public meeting to be held on September 12,
2013  (further details below).   

This second  public meeting will include a short introduction presentation followed by
an open house style that will allow the public the opportunity to view study materials
and engage in one-on-one discussions with members of the project team.  The
presentation will be given twice over the course of the open house once at 6:30pm
and again at 7:30pm.  Our goals for this meeting are to present key deliverables of
the East Don Trail project to date and to gain feedback on key issues and
opportunities, and on the selection of the preferred trail route.  

The East Don Trail EA project team will be issuing a formal notice to the public
August 29, 2013.  Notices will be placed in both the East York Mirror and North York
Mirror, and be distributed to community members within the Regional Study area,
and emailed to key stakeholders.  The meeting flyer and short project update is
attached below, please distribute or advertise this event to your ward constituents
(as you see fit). 

If you would like to meet prior to the East Don Trail EA public meeting we would be
happy to schedule a meeting at your earliest convenience.   

If you have any questions, comments or suggests please do not hesitate to contact
me, Violetta Tkaczuk at (416)-661-6600 ext. 5755 or vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 

East Don Trail Public Meeting #2: 
Date: Thursday September 12, 2013
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 pm 
Location: The Estonian House, 958 Broadview Avenue

For more information please visit our website at:
http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail/ 

Thank you;
Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |
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Get Updates by Email - 
Sign up at: 


toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 
 


 


                                                   Notice of Public Event 
 


East Don Trail 


Notice of Public Event #2 


The City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting an event where the 
public can learn more about the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) study. Participants 
will be able to review summary materials and discuss the project with staff. An overview of the project 
will be presented at 6:30 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Date:    Thursday, September 12, 2013  
Open House:   5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Presentations:  6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Place:    The Estonian House, 958 Broadview Avenue  
    (South of O'Connor – Use south facing entrance) 


 
This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional  
accommodations. 


 
Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are studying the 
creation of a multi-use trail system within the 
East Don valley lands. The proposed trail would 
provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 
network,  joining the existing East Don Trail (East 
of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor 
Trail (at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the 
Don Trail System. 
 


The Process 
The Study is being carried out in accordance with 
the requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act and will provide opportunities for 
public input at key stages.   


 


We would like to hear from 
you 
This is the second of three public meetings for  
this study. The first meeting was held on  
February 13, 2013 to introduce the study and  
receive feedback on the project objectives.  
We are now asking for your feedback on: 


• Key issues and opportunities; and 
• Selection of the preferred trail route 


 
To ensure comments are incorporated into  
the planning and design of this project,  
please provide them by September 27, 2013. 
   


See Project Update on Reverse side ► 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 







East Don Trail Project Update – August 2013 


Rewind: Why a trail in the East Don Valley? 
Multi-use trails are actively enjoyed by a wide 
range of users and a desirable asset in any 
community. Trails increase access for people 
to discover natural, cultural and heritage places 
in the City. They also support the opportunity 
for physical activity through hiking, walking, 
running, rollerblading and cycling which is in 
tune with the City's public health objective to 
encourage physical activity to improve the 
health of Torontonians.  
 


Field Work 
Some people may have noticed evidence of 
field work currently taking place within the 
Study Area (i.e., orange paint markings on the 
ground and trees, and wooden and/or metal 
stakes in the ground). This work, which began 
in March 2013 and will continue until the fall of 
2014, consists of field surveys, monitoring, and 
a detailed assessment of the findings to assess 
impact of the proposed trail.  


Community Liaison Committee (CLC) 
Earlier this year, a CLC was formed to assist the TRCA and the City in obtaining additional public 
input on the planning and design process of this study. The primary objectives of the CLC include: 
 


• Identifying issues and offering potential advice or solutions to resolve any concerns 
• Assisting in community outreach to local residents, local groups and interested organizations 
• Acting as a voice of the community 


 


 
Since April, the CLC which represents various interests including cycling, walking, natural heritage, 
and local community, has met several times.  
 
In May, the CLC and project team visited a number of locations within the Study Area to get an on the 
ground understanding of the existing conditions and challenges that need to be considered when 
implementing a multi-use trail in the valley lands (photos of this visit are shown above). 
 
For more information about the CLC and the content of their meetings, visit the committee website at:  
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrailclc 
 
Contact 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Maogosha Pyjor 
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-338-0889 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 
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Get Updates by Email - 
Sign up at: 


toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 
 


 


                                                   Notice of Public Event 
 


East Don Trail 


Notice of Public Event #2 


The City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting an event where the 
public can learn more about the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) study. Participants 
will be able to review summary materials and discuss the project with staff. An overview of the project 
will be presented at 6:30 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Date:    Thursday, September 12, 2013  
Open House:   5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Presentations:  6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Place:    The Estonian House, 958 Broadview Avenue  
    (South of O'Connor – Use south facing entrance) 


 
This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional  
accommodations. 


 
Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are studying the 
creation of a multi-use trail system within the 
East Don valley lands. The proposed trail would 
provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 
network,  joining the existing East Don Trail (East 
of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor 
Trail (at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the 
Don Trail System. 
 


The Process 
The Study is being carried out in accordance with 
the requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act and will provide opportunities for 
public input at key stages.   


 


We would like to hear from 
you 
This is the second of three public meetings for  
this study. The first meeting was held on  
February 13, 2013 to introduce the study and  
receive feedback on the project objectives.  
We are now asking for your feedback on: 


• Key issues and opportunities; and 
• Selection of the preferred trail route 


 
To ensure comments are incorporated into  
the planning and design of this project,  
please provide them by September 27, 2013. 
   


See Project Update on Reverse side ► 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 







East Don Trail Project Update – August 2013 


Rewind: Why a trail in the East Don Valley? 
Multi-use trails are actively enjoyed by a wide 
range of users and a desirable asset in any 
community. Trails increase access for people 
to discover natural, cultural and heritage places 
in the City. They also support the opportunity 
for physical activity through hiking, walking, 
running, rollerblading and cycling which is in 
tune with the City's public health objective to 
encourage physical activity to improve the 
health of Torontonians.  
 


Field Work 
Some people may have noticed evidence of 
field work currently taking place within the 
Study Area (i.e., orange paint markings on the 
ground and trees, and wooden and/or metal 
stakes in the ground). This work, which began 
in March 2013 and will continue until the fall of 
2014, consists of field surveys, monitoring, and 
a detailed assessment of the findings to assess 
impact of the proposed trail.  


Community Liaison Committee (CLC) 
Earlier this year, a CLC was formed to assist the TRCA and the City in obtaining additional public 
input on the planning and design process of this study. The primary objectives of the CLC include: 
 


• Identifying issues and offering potential advice or solutions to resolve any concerns 
• Assisting in community outreach to local residents, local groups and interested organizations 
• Acting as a voice of the community 


 


 
Since April, the CLC which represents various interests including cycling, walking, natural heritage, 
and local community, has met several times.  
 
In May, the CLC and project team visited a number of locations within the Study Area to get an on the 
ground understanding of the existing conditions and challenges that need to be considered when 
implementing a multi-use trail in the valley lands (photos of this visit are shown above). 
 
For more information about the CLC and the content of their meetings, visit the committee website at:  
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrailclc 
 
Contact 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Maogosha Pyjor 
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-338-0889 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 
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Get Updates by Email - 
Sign up at: 

toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 
 

 

                                                   Notice of Public Event 
 

East Don Trail 

Notice of Public Event #2 

The City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting an event where the 
public can learn more about the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) study. Participants 
will be able to review summary materials and discuss the project with staff. An overview of the project 
will be presented at 6:30 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Date:    Thursday, September 12, 2013  
Open House:   5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Presentations:  6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Place:    The Estonian House, 958 Broadview Avenue  

    (South of O'Connor – Use south facing entrance) 

 
This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional  
accommodations. 

 

Background 

The City of Toronto and TRCA are studying the 
creation of a multi-use trail system within the 
East Don valley lands. The proposed trail would 
provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 
network,  joining the existing East Don Trail (East 
of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor 
Trail (at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the 
Don Trail System. 
 

The Process 

The Study is being carried out in accordance with 
the requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act and will provide opportunities for 
public input at key stages.   

 

We would like to hear from 
you 

This is the second of three public meetings for  
this study. The first meeting was held on  
February 13, 2013 to introduce the study and  
receive feedback on the project objectives.  
We are now asking for your feedback on: 

• Key issues and opportunities; and 
• Selection of the preferred trail route 

 
To ensure comments are incorporated into  
the planning and design of this project,  
please provide them by September 27, 2013. 
   

See Project Update on Reverse side ► 

www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 



East Don Trail Project Update – August 2013 

Rewind: Why a trail in the East Don Valley? 
Multi-use trails are actively enjoyed by a wide 
range of users and a desirable asset in any 
community. Trails increase access for people 
to discover natural, cultural and heritage places 
in the City. They also support the opportunity 
for physical activity through hiking, walking, 
running, rollerblading and cycling which is in 
tune with the City's public health objective to 
encourage physical activity to improve the 
health of Torontonians.  
 

Field Work 
Some people may have noticed evidence of 
field work currently taking place within the 
Study Area (i.e., orange paint markings on the 
ground and trees, and wooden and/or metal 
stakes in the ground). This work, which began 
in March 2013 and will continue until the fall of 
2014, consists of field surveys, monitoring, and 
a detailed assessment of the findings to assess 
impact of the proposed trail.  

Community Liaison Committee (CLC) 
Earlier this year, a CLC was formed to assist the TRCA and the City in obtaining additional public 
input on the planning and design process of this study. The primary objectives of the CLC include: 
 

• Identifying issues and offering potential advice or solutions to resolve any concerns 
• Assisting in community outreach to local residents, local groups and interested organizations 
• Acting as a voice of the community 

 

 
Since April, the CLC which represents various interests including cycling, walking, natural heritage, 
and local community, has met several times.  
 
In May, the CLC and project team visited a number of locations within the Study Area to get an on the 
ground understanding of the existing conditions and challenges that need to be considered when 
implementing a multi-use trail in the valley lands (photos of this visit are shown above). 
 
For more information about the CLC and the content of their meetings, visit the committee website at:  
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrailclc 
 
Contact 

For more information, please contact: 
 
Maogosha Pyjor 
Public Consultation Coordinator   
City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor 
55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-338-0889 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 
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From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: mpyjor@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca; garmour@toronto.ca; Adele Freeman; bmcewen@toronto.ca;

dfinlay@toronto.ca; jthiessen@toronto.ca; lbrewer@toronto.ca; mwilson5@toronto.ca; ivelshi@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Update
Date: 10/29/2013 03:18 PM
Attachments: EDT Project Update Oct. 28, 2013.pdf

EDT PIC2 Meeting Minutes.pdf
EDT PIC2 Public Consultation Report.pdf

Hello

I would just like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support on
the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) project and provide you with a
project update.  

Please find attached the following for the East Don Trail EA project:
Project update (EDT Project Update Oct. 28, 2013)
Public Consultation Report for Public Meeting #2 held on September 12,
2013 (EDT PIC2 Public Consultation Report)
Meeting minutes from Public Meeting #2 (EDT PIC2 Meeting Minutes)

Both the Public Consultation Report and meeting minutes from Public Meeting #2
will be available to the public on the project website: 
http://www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail/index.htm 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely:

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DECIDING TO PRINT THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
Thank you."
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East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) Update 


Date: October 29, 2013 
 
The Study is now moving into Phase III of the Municipal Class EA, Schedule C process (refer to 
schedule on reverse side).  Following the first public meeting held on February 13, 2013 the following 
milestones have been achieved:  
 
Environmental Assessment Process: 


 Problem/opportunity statement and project objectives finalized 


 Draft report Baseline Environmental Inventory (BEI) was produced and will be available for 
review by the Community Liaison Committee (CLC) by early November 2013.  The BEI 
investigates the study area’s existing conditions including the physical, biological, cultural, 
social, and economic environments 


 Archaeological Assessment (Stage 1) report completed and submitted to the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport - also entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological 
Reports on September 5, 2013. 


 Draft alternative solutions (the “do nothing” and the trail alignment options) created  


 Draft evaluation criteria developed and preliminary evaluation of the alternative solutions  


 Four (4) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings held at key stages  


 Field survey work ongoing and will continue into 2014, including: detailed tree inventory, 
detailed topography, and borehole investigations (associated with the potential bridge and 
tunnel rail crossings) 


 
Public Consultation Meetings: 


 Four (4) Community Liaison Committee (CLC) meetings at key stages of the EA process 


 One (1) site walk meeting with the CLC 


 Public Information Centre (PIC) #2 September 12, 2013, presented alternative trail alignments 
and preliminary evaluation 


 Summary of PIC #2 public feedback attached and available on the project website  
 
Next Steps:  


 Review and consideration of public input 


 Select a preferred alternative trail alignment  


 CLC meeting #5 will discuss the preferred alternative trail alignment, field work and evaluation 
criteria for alternative design solutions 


 Develop and evaluate alternative design solutions for the preferred alternative trail alignment 


 Present alternative design solutions to TAC, CLC and final public meeting in the spring of 2014 
 


For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 
Or contact: 
 
Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
 
  







Table: East Don Trail EA Milestone Schedule 


Milestone Date Status 


Phase I: Define Problem/Opportunity     


PIC # 1 - Intro, project purpose, issues identification, EA process,  Feb 13, 2013 Complete 


CLC Meeting #1 - Intro and role, refine project purpose/objectives, 
issues identification, feasibility study  


Apr 22, 2013 Complete 


Phase II: Identify and Evaluate Alternative Solutions 
  


CLC Meeting #2 - Existing conditions, alternatives to and evaluation May 29, 2013 Complete 


CLC Meeting #3 - Alternative trail alignments and evaluation criteria June 20, 2013 Complete 


CLC Meeting #4 - Evaluation of alternative trail alignments Aug 12, 2013 Complete 


PIC #2 - Existing conditions, alternatives to and alternative trail 
alignments ("Alternative Solutions") and evaluation  


Sept 12, 2013 Complete 


Phase III: Alternative design solutions for the preferred solution 
  


Field work - tree surveys, topography, boreholes Fall 2013 to 
winter 2014 


In progress 


CLC Meeting #5 - Preferred alternative solution, field work, evaluation 
criteria for design solutions 


Fall 2013 
 


CLC Meeting #6 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preferred design 
and mitigation 


Winter 2014 
 


PIC #3 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preferred design and 
mitigation 


Spring 2014 
 


Phase IV: Prepare Environmental Study Report (ESR) 
  


CLC Meeting #7 - preferred design, impacts, mitigating measures, 
monitoring program 


Summer 2014 
 


File ESR for 30 day review 
Summer/Fall 


2014  


Phase V: Detailed Design & Approvals TBD 
 


Initiate Tender & Construction (into 2015) TBD  
 


*please note this schedule is subject to change and is for internal use only 








                                     East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) Study 
Public Event #2 


Thursday September 12, 2013 
The Estonian House 958 Broadview Avenue 


5:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Two presentations were held during Public Event #2. At the beginning of each presentation 
Maogosha Pyjor, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator with the City of Toronto, welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and explained that there would be a presentation to describe the trail route 
options (also referred to as alternative trail alignments) for the East Don Trail.  
 
A Question and Answer session immediately followed each presentation during which the public had 
an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback about the information presented. Staff from the 
City of Toronto, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), and the technical consulting 
team (Aquafor Beech Ltd.) were available to answer questions.  
 
Three (3) City of Toronto councillors attended the open house including Councillor John Parker (for 
the first presentation), Councillor Janet Davies (for the second presentation), and Councillor Mary 
Fragadakis (for the open house).  
 
Maogosha Pyjor added that there were comment sheets available for attendees to share their input. 
These forms could be submitted at the registration table after the meeting, or sent to the address 
provided by September 27, 2013. 







East Don Trail Environmental Assessment  Public Event #2 


 Meeting Minutes  Page 2 of 5 


Questions and Answers after 1st presentation (6:30 pm): 
 
Q: With respect to Area 2, why are there no alternative trail alignments going along the east side of 
the railway tracks, in order to avoid the golf course? 
A: If the Rail Trail were selected based on the evaluation criteria as the preferred alternative for Area 
2, the next phase would be the design concept phase. At this time, there would be a more detailed 
look at the area to determine which side of the railroad the trail should be placed on. It has not yet 
been decided whether the trail will be on the east or the west side of the railway tracks. 
 
Comment: There does not appear to be any thought put into preserving the important historic golf 
course to the west of the rail line, which services the public and provides activities for many members 
of the community. More consideration should be given to putting the trail on the other side of the 
tracks, so that the golf course is not disrupted. 
 
Q: Has a wildlife assessment been done? 
A: Yes, a full ELC1


 


 has been completed and ecologists at TRCA have identified the flora and fauna 
within the study area. 


Comment: In Area 2, the Rail Trail Alternative proposes fencing along the rail line. This fencing 
would pose a significant problem to herd animals.  
A: The fencing has been taken into account in the evaluation under the section looking at the Natural 
and Physical Environment, where one of the criteria is Wildlife Habitat and Connectivity. The Rail Trail 
Alternatives scored low in this criteria due to the barrier the fencing would create. 
 
Comment: The fencing would pose a problem for wildlife migration, and also affect the accessibility 
to the area for people walking their dogs. 
 
Q: Have there been any studies done on how people are currently using the area and whether or not 
they value preserving the natural landscape? The area is a unique part of the city and the natural 
parts should be preserved; putting in concrete and asphalt would take away from this. 
A: There is currently an informal trail system in the area. However the EA process is only looking at 
the multi-use trail alignment. A separate study has just been completed and published by the City of 
Toronto called the Natural Environment Trail Strategy. The informal trail system in the East Don was 
identified as a priority area for management within this Strategy. This information is available online 
at: http://www.toronto.ca/parks/engagement/trails/ 
 


                                            


1 ELC is an acronym for Ecological Land Classification 
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Q: For the rail crossing shown in Area 2 (where an at-grade crossing or a bridge was identified), 
would the at-grade crossing have a signal? Are there any other examples of multi-use trails crossing 
rail lines in a similar way? 
A: The detailed design for this has not yet been done, however it would be safe to say that yes, there 
would probably be a signal put in if the rail crossing is an at-grade. 
 
Q: If a bridge were to be put in at the rail crossing, it would need to be quite tall. Would this bridge be 
like the one on the Gatineau Trail crossing over the Scarborough Rapid Transit (SRT) line, which has 
a high ramp on one of the sides and switchbacks on the other? 
A: The consultant explained that they would be working with the topography of the valley slope on the 
east side to minimize the incline2


 


. The tie-in on the west side would have some form of turn down, 
and switchbacks would probably be considered as a potential option. 


Q: During the conceptual design phase, will there be any consideration given to the trail in terms of 
stormwater management and perhaps building some additional stormwater storage capacity? 
Additionally, the floodplain boundaries have not been updated in 30 years, and this seems like a good 
opportunity to update the area and potentially reduce flooding. This would also be important for public 
safety along the trails. 
A: The EA process for this particular project is only looking at the trail alignment, its impact on the 
environment, and any mitigation that would be necessary; the EA does not look at additional items 
such as stormwater. However, an assessment of the flood levels has been done specifically for this 
project and will be used during the conceptual design phase.  
 
Q: It is unlikely that the golf course will want to sell to accommodate this project, so if the City 
chooses to build a trail through the course, they will have to expropriate a privately owned business. 
Are any other privately owned businesses identified for expropriation to accommodate the trail? 
A: At this time, members of the project team involved in the EA process are not aware of any 
discussions about expropriation of the Flemingdon golf course. Aside from the golf course, there are 
no other private properties in the Study Area. Hydro One owns some of the land in the area and the 
City has already spoken to them about using their existing access route.3


 
 


Q: In terms of capital costs, are the alternative trail alignments presented in Area 2equivalent or is 
there a preference for one? 
A: Capital costs are one of the criteria that all of the alignments have been evaluated against. The 
Road Link alternatives in Area 2 came out to be the most expensive because of the amount of 
infrastructure that would need to be relocated. 


                                            
2 It should be noted that stairs are not being considered along any part of the main trail route (spine 
trail). 
3 Other property owners within the area include Hydro One and Metrolinx/Go rail line  
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Q: If the golf course were to be expropriated, what would be done with the rest of the land? 
A: At this point, a number of options are still being considered and only one of them would impact the 
golf course. The goal of tonight’s meeting is to gain an understanding of the public’s opinion and 
preferences about the alternative trail alignments. Area 2 is the most complex and challenging area of 
the trail because Flemingdon golf course, Hydro One and Metrolinx would all be impacted and these 
varying interests would have to be negotiated. Once the feedback from the public is received, the 
preferred alternative will be summarized and there will be ongoing discussions with the stakeholders 
who might be impacted. There is a long due process that must take place under the EA, which 
requires the participation of all impacted property owners. If an agreement cannot be negotiated, City 
Council and the TRCA may be required to provide direction. Hopefully a trail alignment will be chosen 
that has the least amount of impact on the interests of landowners. At the next public meeting in early 
2014, there will be more to report on the discussions with the stakeholders and how the project will be 
moving forward in terms of agreements and property acquisition. 
 
Q: Usually a trail is not paved and covered with asphalt. Why will this trail be paved? What materials 
will be used for the trail and how wide will it be? 
A: In order to make the trail an accessible multi-use trail that can be used by a broad spectrum of 
users, it will need to be asphalt and approximately 3.5 to 4.0 meters in width. 
 
Q: Does this project affect the taxes paid by the community? 
A: The budget for this project has already been established.  
 
Comment: How much of the taxpayers money is being held for this project? It is suspected that the 
City is holding 60 million dollars to build this trail. 
 
Questions and Answers after the 2nd presentation (7:30 p.m.): 
 
Q: What evaluation criteria are being used to determine the preferred trail alignment? 
A: The broad evaluation criteria include Functional Value, Natural and Physical Environment, Social 
and Cultural Environment, Cost and Technical. Further details for each of these is available in the 
handout provided as well as online. 
 
Q: Are the existing conditions published anywhere? 
A: All of the information will be published as part of the Environmental Study Report (ESR). A 
Baseline Environmental Inventory (BEI) will be part of the ESR and will include a detailed inventory of 
existing conditions within the Local and Regional Study Areas. The BEI is currently in the final draft 
stages, and will be sent to the Community Liaison Committee (CLC) for review hopefully by the end of 
2013. Once completed and filed with the Ministry of the Environment (MOE), the ESR will be made 
available for public review on the project website. 
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Q: What is the estimated time line after tonight’s meeting? 
A: After the comments and input from the public are received over the next two weeks, a preferred 
trail alignment will be selected. The next step after that will be the design concept phase where 
details of the preferred trail alignment will be determined. The design concept is then taken through 
an even more rigorous evaluation process, which will be presented to the public in early 2014. From 
there, the preferred design concept will be chosen. If all goes well, implementation would ideally 
begin in late 2014. 
 
Q: How long will it take to build the trail? 
A: The duration of construction will not be laid out until the design concept phase is completed. 
However, it is estimated that it will take between 3 to 5 years, depending on which options are chosen 
and the technical challenges associated with them.  
 
Q: What is the estimate for the capital cost of the project? 
A: The evaluation of the cost for each alternative was done relative to each other. The final cost will 
depend on how much infrastructure needs to be built and/or relocated, as well erosion work and other 
details that have not yet been determined. The cost of the design concepts for the preferred 
alternative will be completed in the next phase and will be made available at the next public meeting.  
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1 Introduction 
On September 12, 2013 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA) hosted Public Meeting #2 to gather feedback on the 
draft evaluation criteria, alternatives trail alignments, and preliminary evaluation of the 
alternative trail alignments. Residents and interested individuals were invited to view 
display panels and talk with members of the Project Team. In addition, two 
presentations were made during the meeting to provide an overview of the trail route 
options; each was followed by a Question and Answer period. Participants were also 
encouraged to fill out comment forms.  
Overall, the event was well attended (70 participants signed in) and solicited a range of 
feedback about the project. 
Following the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 


2 Communications Received 
Feedback and communications were collected and documented for this summary report 
during the public meeting and the two (2) week period following the event (ending on 
September 27, 2013). The summary below includes information received from the 
following sources:  


• Conversation topics between City, TRCA and consultant staff and Open House 
participants 


• Question and answer sessions 
• Comment forms received 
• Email and phone correspondence 


All submissions have been acknowledged and documented.  
All communications received from the public during the EA process are made part of the 
public record and shared with the project team on an ongoing basis. 
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3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of comments received by stakeholders through various 
communications leading up to, during and after the September 12th public meeting. 
Points have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by topic. 


Overall 
Feedback was generally positive at the public meeting, on comment sheets and through 
correspondence following the event. While the majority of public responses support the 
alternative trail alignments being considered and the evaluation criteria, there is also 
some opposition and concern regarding potential impacts on the natural environment 
and private property. The information below is a summary of the feedback received and 
is presented by theme, not ranking. 


Evaluation Criteria 
1. Overwhelming agreement with the evaluation criteria being used to assess the 


alternative trail alignments for the East Don Trail Study. 
2. Additional criteria suggested include: 


a. public safety objectives related to crime prevention  
b. higher weighting for Flemingdon Park Golf Club and the social impacts of 


potential cessation of golf course for the trail  
c. show the numerical values and weighting given for each criteria 


Preliminary Evaluation of Trail Alignments 
The study area for the East Don Trail Class EA has been divided into three (3) 
geographic Areas (Areas 1, 2 and 3). These Areas were presented on the comment 
forms to better demonstrate the different trail options being considered in the East Don 
valley lands. Area 1 (north section) runs between Lawrence Ave. and Eglinton Ave., 
Area 2 (centre section) runs between Eglinton Ave. and Pavane Linkway/Northline Rd.), 
and Area 3 (south section) runs between Pavane Linkway/Northline Rd. and the Lower 
Don and Taylor Massey Creek trails. 


3. Majority of respondents agreed with the evaluation as presented for each of the 
three (3) areas.  


4. Comments for Area 1, included: 
a. Consider impact of routes on valley system including paving options 
b. Concern about impacts of Forest Trail A on the natural environment 
c. Request to stay on the east bank of the river 


5. Comments for Area 2, included: 
d. Expropriation of the golf course is a concern (River Walk Alignments) 
e. Integrate the golf course and trail uses 
f. Expansion of park land for families is a benefit 
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g. Fencing for rail trail alignments is a potential issue for wildlife 
h. Social cost of riverwalk is high 
i. Stay within the valley and do not consider road alignments 
j. River Walk Alignment is most appealing 


6. Comments for Area 3, included:  
k. Access Route C (connects to Lower Don and Taylor Massey Creek) is a 


lot of extra travel 


Access/Connections 
7. Support for community connections to trail 
8. Public access to the trails should include appropriate infrastructure (e.g. bike and 


car parking, lighting, garbage receptacles, etc.) 


Accessibility 
9. Accessibility for all users should be expressed more clearly 


Community & Recreation 
10. Many agree that increased recreational opportunity for users of the proposed trail 


is a benefit 
11. Support for increased usage and enjoyment of the area 
12. Proposed trail will fill a gap in the existing multi-use trail network 
13. Ongoing concerns about how different users of the trail will respect each other 


(i.e. trail etiquette) 
14. Provide parking lots for users 
15. Concern for the impact on current users of the valley (walkers and hikers) as a 


result of the a multi-use trail in forested areas 


Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 
16. Concern about impacts to the natural area including: 


a. Impacts of the trail on wildlife (primarily deer) 
b. Loss of natural feeling in the valley 
c. Replacement of existing natural trails with a multi-use trail in the Anewen 


Park Area 
17. Preserve the forest in Area 1 and do not put a paved trail here 


Flemingdon Golf Course 
18. Both support and opposition to the Alternative Trail Alignments in Area 2 (River 


Walk) which would require acquisition of the golf course  
19. Consider shared use with the golf course for a trail alignment through this area 
20. Concern about the social cost of ceasing operation of the golf course 
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21. Golf course acquisition and conversion to parklands is seen as benefit for 
families and larger number of people overall 


Safety 
22. Concerns regarding the existing parking lot along Access route A (connecting 


with the Lower Don Trails) due to the interaction between various users including 
cars, pedestrians, cyclists, etc. 


Trail Design 
23. Consider alternative trail surfaces like permeable pavement 
24. Consider green infrastructure (i.e. storm water management, less heat stress) 
25. Concern about how the trail will be designed and maintained to deal with the 


following issues: 
d. storm water management 
e. flooding and washout of bridges 


26. Switchback bridges are difficult for cyclists 
27. Keep bikes away from existing walking trails 
28. Accessibility is an important consideration in the trail design and is under 


represented in the display materials 


Other Trail Alignments 
29. A majority of respondents felt there were no alignment options missing  
30. Realign holes and run trail inside golf course in Area 2 
31. Consider the east side of rail line in Area 2 


Maintenance 
32. Concern about dogs and increased garbage on future trail 
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4 Key Questions Raised  
Key questions raised after each of the two presentations at the public meeting, included: 


• Why are there no trail options along the east side of the railway tracks in Area 2 
to avoid the Flemington Park Golf Course or to show shared use with the golf 
course?  


• What are the impacts on existing wildlife from the trail and any potential fencing 
required?  


• How will the trail cross the railway tracks and what will this crossing look like 
(e.g., signaling, bridges)? 


• How much does this project cost and where is the funding coming from?  
• What is the timeline for this project? 
• If the City chooses to build a trail through the golf course, they will have to 


expropriate private property. Are other properties identified for expropriation? 


For a complete account of this session, please see the attached Appendix. 


5 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 
addressed 


This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the open house and in 
comment sheets submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be 
addressed through a variety of means including: Frequently Asked Questions that will 
be posted on the project website and provided at upcoming public meetings, and 
ongoing correspondence with City and TRCA staff.  
 
To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 


6 Appendix – Meeting Minutes for PIC #2 
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East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) Update 


Date: October 29, 2013 
 
The Study is now moving into Phase III of the Municipal Class EA, Schedule C process (refer to 
schedule on reverse side).  Following the first public meeting held on February 13, 2013 the following 
milestones have been achieved:  
 
Environmental Assessment Process: 


 Problem/opportunity statement and project objectives finalized 


 Draft report Baseline Environmental Inventory (BEI) was produced and will be available for 
review by the Community Liaison Committee (CLC) by early November 2013.  The BEI 
investigates the study area’s existing conditions including the physical, biological, cultural, 
social, and economic environments 


 Archaeological Assessment (Stage 1) report completed and submitted to the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport - also entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological 
Reports on September 5, 2013. 


 Draft alternative solutions (the “do nothing” and the trail alignment options) created  


 Draft evaluation criteria developed and preliminary evaluation of the alternative solutions  


 Four (4) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings held at key stages  


 Field survey work ongoing and will continue into 2014, including: detailed tree inventory, 
detailed topography, and borehole investigations (associated with the potential bridge and 
tunnel rail crossings) 


 
Public Consultation Meetings: 


 Four (4) Community Liaison Committee (CLC) meetings at key stages of the EA process 


 One (1) site walk meeting with the CLC 


 Public Information Centre (PIC) #2 September 12, 2013, presented alternative trail alignments 
and preliminary evaluation 


 Summary of PIC #2 public feedback attached and available on the project website  
 
Next Steps:  


 Review and consideration of public input 


 Select a preferred alternative trail alignment  


 CLC meeting #5 will discuss the preferred alternative trail alignment, field work and evaluation 
criteria for alternative design solutions 


 Develop and evaluate alternative design solutions for the preferred alternative trail alignment 


 Present alternative design solutions to TAC, CLC and final public meeting in the spring of 2014 
 


For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 
Or contact: 
 
Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
 
  







Table: East Don Trail EA Milestone Schedule 


Milestone Date Status 


Phase I: Define Problem/Opportunity     


PIC # 1 - Intro, project purpose, issues identification, EA process,  Feb 13, 2013 Complete 


CLC Meeting #1 - Intro and role, refine project purpose/objectives, 
issues identification, feasibility study  


Apr 22, 2013 Complete 


Phase II: Identify and Evaluate Alternative Solutions 
  


CLC Meeting #2 - Existing conditions, alternatives to and evaluation May 29, 2013 Complete 


CLC Meeting #3 - Alternative trail alignments and evaluation criteria June 20, 2013 Complete 


CLC Meeting #4 - Evaluation of alternative trail alignments Aug 12, 2013 Complete 


PIC #2 - Existing conditions, alternatives to and alternative trail 
alignments ("Alternative Solutions") and evaluation  


Sept 12, 2013 Complete 


Phase III: Alternative design solutions for the preferred solution 
  


Field work - tree surveys, topography, boreholes Fall 2013 to 
winter 2014 


In progress 


CLC Meeting #5 - Preferred alternative solution, field work, evaluation 
criteria for design solutions 


Fall 2013 
 


CLC Meeting #6 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preferred design 
and mitigation 


Winter 2014 
 


PIC #3 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preferred design and 
mitigation 


Spring 2014 
 


Phase IV: Prepare Environmental Study Report (ESR) 
  


CLC Meeting #7 - preferred design, impacts, mitigating measures, 
monitoring program 


Summer 2014 
 


File ESR for 30 day review 
Summer/Fall 


2014  


Phase V: Detailed Design & Approvals TBD 
 


Initiate Tender & Construction (into 2015) TBD  
 


*please note this schedule is subject to change and is for internal use only 








                                     East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) Study 
Public Event #2 


Thursday September 12, 2013 
The Estonian House 958 Broadview Avenue 


5:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Two presentations were held during Public Event #2. At the beginning of each presentation 
Maogosha Pyjor, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator with the City of Toronto, welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and explained that there would be a presentation to describe the trail route 
options (also referred to as alternative trail alignments) for the East Don Trail.  
 
A Question and Answer session immediately followed each presentation during which the public had 
an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback about the information presented. Staff from the 
City of Toronto, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), and the technical consulting 
team (Aquafor Beech Ltd.) were available to answer questions.  
 
Three (3) City of Toronto councillors attended the open house including Councillor John Parker (for 
the first presentation), Councillor Janet Davies (for the second presentation), and Councillor Mary 
Fragadakis (for the open house).  
 
Maogosha Pyjor added that there were comment sheets available for attendees to share their input. 
These forms could be submitted at the registration table after the meeting, or sent to the address 
provided by September 27, 2013. 
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Questions and Answers after 1st presentation (6:30 pm): 
 
Q: With respect to Area 2, why are there no alternative trail alignments going along the east side of 
the railway tracks, in order to avoid the golf course? 
A: If the Rail Trail were selected based on the evaluation criteria as the preferred alternative for Area 
2, the next phase would be the design concept phase. At this time, there would be a more detailed 
look at the area to determine which side of the railroad the trail should be placed on. It has not yet 
been decided whether the trail will be on the east or the west side of the railway tracks. 
 
Comment: There does not appear to be any thought put into preserving the important historic golf 
course to the west of the rail line, which services the public and provides activities for many members 
of the community. More consideration should be given to putting the trail on the other side of the 
tracks, so that the golf course is not disrupted. 
 
Q: Has a wildlife assessment been done? 
A: Yes, a full ELC1


 


 has been completed and ecologists at TRCA have identified the flora and fauna 
within the study area. 


Comment: In Area 2, the Rail Trail Alternative proposes fencing along the rail line. This fencing 
would pose a significant problem to herd animals.  
A: The fencing has been taken into account in the evaluation under the section looking at the Natural 
and Physical Environment, where one of the criteria is Wildlife Habitat and Connectivity. The Rail Trail 
Alternatives scored low in this criteria due to the barrier the fencing would create. 
 
Comment: The fencing would pose a problem for wildlife migration, and also affect the accessibility 
to the area for people walking their dogs. 
 
Q: Have there been any studies done on how people are currently using the area and whether or not 
they value preserving the natural landscape? The area is a unique part of the city and the natural 
parts should be preserved; putting in concrete and asphalt would take away from this. 
A: There is currently an informal trail system in the area. However the EA process is only looking at 
the multi-use trail alignment. A separate study has just been completed and published by the City of 
Toronto called the Natural Environment Trail Strategy. The informal trail system in the East Don was 
identified as a priority area for management within this Strategy. This information is available online 
at: http://www.toronto.ca/parks/engagement/trails/ 
 


                                            


1 ELC is an acronym for Ecological Land Classification 
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Q: For the rail crossing shown in Area 2 (where an at-grade crossing or a bridge was identified), 
would the at-grade crossing have a signal? Are there any other examples of multi-use trails crossing 
rail lines in a similar way? 
A: The detailed design for this has not yet been done, however it would be safe to say that yes, there 
would probably be a signal put in if the rail crossing is an at-grade. 
 
Q: If a bridge were to be put in at the rail crossing, it would need to be quite tall. Would this bridge be 
like the one on the Gatineau Trail crossing over the Scarborough Rapid Transit (SRT) line, which has 
a high ramp on one of the sides and switchbacks on the other? 
A: The consultant explained that they would be working with the topography of the valley slope on the 
east side to minimize the incline2


 


. The tie-in on the west side would have some form of turn down, 
and switchbacks would probably be considered as a potential option. 


Q: During the conceptual design phase, will there be any consideration given to the trail in terms of 
stormwater management and perhaps building some additional stormwater storage capacity? 
Additionally, the floodplain boundaries have not been updated in 30 years, and this seems like a good 
opportunity to update the area and potentially reduce flooding. This would also be important for public 
safety along the trails. 
A: The EA process for this particular project is only looking at the trail alignment, its impact on the 
environment, and any mitigation that would be necessary; the EA does not look at additional items 
such as stormwater. However, an assessment of the flood levels has been done specifically for this 
project and will be used during the conceptual design phase.  
 
Q: It is unlikely that the golf course will want to sell to accommodate this project, so if the City 
chooses to build a trail through the course, they will have to expropriate a privately owned business. 
Are any other privately owned businesses identified for expropriation to accommodate the trail? 
A: At this time, members of the project team involved in the EA process are not aware of any 
discussions about expropriation of the Flemingdon golf course. Aside from the golf course, there are 
no other private properties in the Study Area. Hydro One owns some of the land in the area and the 
City has already spoken to them about using their existing access route.3


 
 


Q: In terms of capital costs, are the alternative trail alignments presented in Area 2equivalent or is 
there a preference for one? 
A: Capital costs are one of the criteria that all of the alignments have been evaluated against. The 
Road Link alternatives in Area 2 came out to be the most expensive because of the amount of 
infrastructure that would need to be relocated. 


                                            
2 It should be noted that stairs are not being considered along any part of the main trail route (spine 
trail). 
3 Other property owners within the area include Hydro One and Metrolinx/Go rail line  
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Q: If the golf course were to be expropriated, what would be done with the rest of the land? 
A: At this point, a number of options are still being considered and only one of them would impact the 
golf course. The goal of tonight’s meeting is to gain an understanding of the public’s opinion and 
preferences about the alternative trail alignments. Area 2 is the most complex and challenging area of 
the trail because Flemingdon golf course, Hydro One and Metrolinx would all be impacted and these 
varying interests would have to be negotiated. Once the feedback from the public is received, the 
preferred alternative will be summarized and there will be ongoing discussions with the stakeholders 
who might be impacted. There is a long due process that must take place under the EA, which 
requires the participation of all impacted property owners. If an agreement cannot be negotiated, City 
Council and the TRCA may be required to provide direction. Hopefully a trail alignment will be chosen 
that has the least amount of impact on the interests of landowners. At the next public meeting in early 
2014, there will be more to report on the discussions with the stakeholders and how the project will be 
moving forward in terms of agreements and property acquisition. 
 
Q: Usually a trail is not paved and covered with asphalt. Why will this trail be paved? What materials 
will be used for the trail and how wide will it be? 
A: In order to make the trail an accessible multi-use trail that can be used by a broad spectrum of 
users, it will need to be asphalt and approximately 3.5 to 4.0 meters in width. 
 
Q: Does this project affect the taxes paid by the community? 
A: The budget for this project has already been established.  
 
Comment: How much of the taxpayers money is being held for this project? It is suspected that the 
City is holding 60 million dollars to build this trail. 
 
Questions and Answers after the 2nd presentation (7:30 p.m.): 
 
Q: What evaluation criteria are being used to determine the preferred trail alignment? 
A: The broad evaluation criteria include Functional Value, Natural and Physical Environment, Social 
and Cultural Environment, Cost and Technical. Further details for each of these is available in the 
handout provided as well as online. 
 
Q: Are the existing conditions published anywhere? 
A: All of the information will be published as part of the Environmental Study Report (ESR). A 
Baseline Environmental Inventory (BEI) will be part of the ESR and will include a detailed inventory of 
existing conditions within the Local and Regional Study Areas. The BEI is currently in the final draft 
stages, and will be sent to the Community Liaison Committee (CLC) for review hopefully by the end of 
2013. Once completed and filed with the Ministry of the Environment (MOE), the ESR will be made 
available for public review on the project website. 
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Q: What is the estimated time line after tonight’s meeting? 
A: After the comments and input from the public are received over the next two weeks, a preferred 
trail alignment will be selected. The next step after that will be the design concept phase where 
details of the preferred trail alignment will be determined. The design concept is then taken through 
an even more rigorous evaluation process, which will be presented to the public in early 2014. From 
there, the preferred design concept will be chosen. If all goes well, implementation would ideally 
begin in late 2014. 
 
Q: How long will it take to build the trail? 
A: The duration of construction will not be laid out until the design concept phase is completed. 
However, it is estimated that it will take between 3 to 5 years, depending on which options are chosen 
and the technical challenges associated with them.  
 
Q: What is the estimate for the capital cost of the project? 
A: The evaluation of the cost for each alternative was done relative to each other. The final cost will 
depend on how much infrastructure needs to be built and/or relocated, as well erosion work and other 
details that have not yet been determined. The cost of the design concepts for the preferred 
alternative will be completed in the next phase and will be made available at the next public meeting.  
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1 Introduction 
On September 12, 2013 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA) hosted Public Meeting #2 to gather feedback on the 
draft evaluation criteria, alternatives trail alignments, and preliminary evaluation of the 
alternative trail alignments. Residents and interested individuals were invited to view 
display panels and talk with members of the Project Team. In addition, two 
presentations were made during the meeting to provide an overview of the trail route 
options; each was followed by a Question and Answer period. Participants were also 
encouraged to fill out comment forms.  
Overall, the event was well attended (70 participants signed in) and solicited a range of 
feedback about the project. 
Following the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 


2 Communications Received 
Feedback and communications were collected and documented for this summary report 
during the public meeting and the two (2) week period following the event (ending on 
September 27, 2013). The summary below includes information received from the 
following sources:  


• Conversation topics between City, TRCA and consultant staff and Open House 
participants 


• Question and answer sessions 
• Comment forms received 
• Email and phone correspondence 


All submissions have been acknowledged and documented.  
All communications received from the public during the EA process are made part of the 
public record and shared with the project team on an ongoing basis. 
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3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of comments received by stakeholders through various 
communications leading up to, during and after the September 12th public meeting. 
Points have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by topic. 


Overall 
Feedback was generally positive at the public meeting, on comment sheets and through 
correspondence following the event. While the majority of public responses support the 
alternative trail alignments being considered and the evaluation criteria, there is also 
some opposition and concern regarding potential impacts on the natural environment 
and private property. The information below is a summary of the feedback received and 
is presented by theme, not ranking. 


Evaluation Criteria 
1. Overwhelming agreement with the evaluation criteria being used to assess the 


alternative trail alignments for the East Don Trail Study. 
2. Additional criteria suggested include: 


a. public safety objectives related to crime prevention  
b. higher weighting for Flemingdon Park Golf Club and the social impacts of 


potential cessation of golf course for the trail  
c. show the numerical values and weighting given for each criteria 


Preliminary Evaluation of Trail Alignments 
The study area for the East Don Trail Class EA has been divided into three (3) 
geographic Areas (Areas 1, 2 and 3). These Areas were presented on the comment 
forms to better demonstrate the different trail options being considered in the East Don 
valley lands. Area 1 (north section) runs between Lawrence Ave. and Eglinton Ave., 
Area 2 (centre section) runs between Eglinton Ave. and Pavane Linkway/Northline Rd.), 
and Area 3 (south section) runs between Pavane Linkway/Northline Rd. and the Lower 
Don and Taylor Massey Creek trails. 


3. Majority of respondents agreed with the evaluation as presented for each of the 
three (3) areas.  


4. Comments for Area 1, included: 
a. Consider impact of routes on valley system including paving options 
b. Concern about impacts of Forest Trail A on the natural environment 
c. Request to stay on the east bank of the river 


5. Comments for Area 2, included: 
d. Expropriation of the golf course is a concern (River Walk Alignments) 
e. Integrate the golf course and trail uses 
f. Expansion of park land for families is a benefit 
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g. Fencing for rail trail alignments is a potential issue for wildlife 
h. Social cost of riverwalk is high 
i. Stay within the valley and do not consider road alignments 
j. River Walk Alignment is most appealing 


6. Comments for Area 3, included:  
k. Access Route C (connects to Lower Don and Taylor Massey Creek) is a 


lot of extra travel 


Access/Connections 
7. Support for community connections to trail 
8. Public access to the trails should include appropriate infrastructure (e.g. bike and 


car parking, lighting, garbage receptacles, etc.) 


Accessibility 
9. Accessibility for all users should be expressed more clearly 


Community & Recreation 
10. Many agree that increased recreational opportunity for users of the proposed trail 


is a benefit 
11. Support for increased usage and enjoyment of the area 
12. Proposed trail will fill a gap in the existing multi-use trail network 
13. Ongoing concerns about how different users of the trail will respect each other 


(i.e. trail etiquette) 
14. Provide parking lots for users 
15. Concern for the impact on current users of the valley (walkers and hikers) as a 


result of the a multi-use trail in forested areas 


Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 
16. Concern about impacts to the natural area including: 


a. Impacts of the trail on wildlife (primarily deer) 
b. Loss of natural feeling in the valley 
c. Replacement of existing natural trails with a multi-use trail in the Anewen 


Park Area 
17. Preserve the forest in Area 1 and do not put a paved trail here 


Flemingdon Golf Course 
18. Both support and opposition to the Alternative Trail Alignments in Area 2 (River 


Walk) which would require acquisition of the golf course  
19. Consider shared use with the golf course for a trail alignment through this area 
20. Concern about the social cost of ceasing operation of the golf course 
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21. Golf course acquisition and conversion to parklands is seen as benefit for 
families and larger number of people overall 


Safety 
22. Concerns regarding the existing parking lot along Access route A (connecting 


with the Lower Don Trails) due to the interaction between various users including 
cars, pedestrians, cyclists, etc. 


Trail Design 
23. Consider alternative trail surfaces like permeable pavement 
24. Consider green infrastructure (i.e. storm water management, less heat stress) 
25. Concern about how the trail will be designed and maintained to deal with the 


following issues: 
d. storm water management 
e. flooding and washout of bridges 


26. Switchback bridges are difficult for cyclists 
27. Keep bikes away from existing walking trails 
28. Accessibility is an important consideration in the trail design and is under 


represented in the display materials 


Other Trail Alignments 
29. A majority of respondents felt there were no alignment options missing  
30. Realign holes and run trail inside golf course in Area 2 
31. Consider the east side of rail line in Area 2 


Maintenance 
32. Concern about dogs and increased garbage on future trail 
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4 Key Questions Raised  
Key questions raised after each of the two presentations at the public meeting, included: 


• Why are there no trail options along the east side of the railway tracks in Area 2 
to avoid the Flemington Park Golf Course or to show shared use with the golf 
course?  


• What are the impacts on existing wildlife from the trail and any potential fencing 
required?  


• How will the trail cross the railway tracks and what will this crossing look like 
(e.g., signaling, bridges)? 


• How much does this project cost and where is the funding coming from?  
• What is the timeline for this project? 
• If the City chooses to build a trail through the golf course, they will have to 


expropriate private property. Are other properties identified for expropriation? 


For a complete account of this session, please see the attached Appendix. 


5 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 
addressed 


This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the open house and in 
comment sheets submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be 
addressed through a variety of means including: Frequently Asked Questions that will 
be posted on the project website and provided at upcoming public meetings, and 
ongoing correspondence with City and TRCA staff.  
 
To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 


6 Appendix – Meeting Minutes for PIC #2 
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East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) Update 

Date: October 29, 2013 
 
The Study is now moving into Phase III of the Municipal Class EA, Schedule C process (refer to 
schedule on reverse side).  Following the first public meeting held on February 13, 2013 the following 
milestones have been achieved:  
 
Environmental Assessment Process: 

 Problem/opportunity statement and project objectives finalized 

 Draft report Baseline Environmental Inventory (BEI) was produced and will be available for 
review by the Community Liaison Committee (CLC) by early November 2013.  The BEI 
investigates the study area’s existing conditions including the physical, biological, cultural, 
social, and economic environments 

 Archaeological Assessment (Stage 1) report completed and submitted to the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport - also entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological 
Reports on September 5, 2013. 

 Draft alternative solutions (the “do nothing” and the trail alignment options) created  

 Draft evaluation criteria developed and preliminary evaluation of the alternative solutions  

 Four (4) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings held at key stages  

 Field survey work ongoing and will continue into 2014, including: detailed tree inventory, 
detailed topography, and borehole investigations (associated with the potential bridge and 
tunnel rail crossings) 

 
Public Consultation Meetings: 

 Four (4) Community Liaison Committee (CLC) meetings at key stages of the EA process 

 One (1) site walk meeting with the CLC 

 Public Information Centre (PIC) #2 September 12, 2013, presented alternative trail alignments 
and preliminary evaluation 

 Summary of PIC #2 public feedback attached and available on the project website  
 
Next Steps:  

 Review and consideration of public input 

 Select a preferred alternative trail alignment  

 CLC meeting #5 will discuss the preferred alternative trail alignment, field work and evaluation 
criteria for alternative design solutions 

 Develop and evaluate alternative design solutions for the preferred alternative trail alignment 

 Present alternative design solutions to TAC, CLC and final public meeting in the spring of 2014 
 

For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 
Or contact: 
 
Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
 
  



                                     East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) Study 
Public Event #2 

Thursday September 12, 2013 
The Estonian House 958 Broadview Avenue 

5:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Two presentations were held during Public Event #2. At the beginning of each presentation 
Maogosha Pyjor, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator with the City of Toronto, welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and explained that there would be a presentation to describe the trail route 
options (also referred to as alternative trail alignments) for the East Don Trail.  
 
A Question and Answer session immediately followed each presentation during which the public had 
an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback about the information presented. Staff from the 
City of Toronto, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), and the technical consulting 
team (Aquafor Beech Ltd.) were available to answer questions.  
 
Three (3) City of Toronto councillors attended the open house including Councillor John Parker (for 
the first presentation), Councillor Janet Davies (for the second presentation), and Councillor Mary 
Fragadakis (for the open house).  
 
Maogosha Pyjor added that there were comment sheets available for attendees to share their input. 
These forms could be submitted at the registration table after the meeting, or sent to the address 
provided by September 27, 2013. 
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Questions and Answers after 1st presentation (6:30 pm): 

 
Q: With respect to Area 2, why are there no alternative trail alignments going along the east side of 
the railway tracks, in order to avoid the golf course? 
A: If the Rail Trail were selected based on the evaluation criteria as the preferred alternative for Area 
2, the next phase would be the design concept phase. At this time, there would be a more detailed 
look at the area to determine which side of the railroad the trail should be placed on. It has not yet 
been decided whether the trail will be on the east or the west side of the railway tracks. 
 

Comment: There does not appear to be any thought put into preserving the important historic golf 
course to the west of the rail line, which services the public and provides activities for many members 
of the community. More consideration should be given to putting the trail on the other side of the 
tracks, so that the golf course is not disrupted. 
 
Q: Has a wildlife assessment been done? 
A: Yes, a full ELC1

 

 has been completed and ecologists at TRCA have identified the flora and fauna 
within the study area. 

Comment: In Area 2, the Rail Trail Alternative proposes fencing along the rail line. This fencing 
would pose a significant problem to herd animals.  
A: The fencing has been taken into account in the evaluation under the section looking at the Natural 
and Physical Environment, where one of the criteria is Wildlife Habitat and Connectivity. The Rail Trail 
Alternatives scored low in this criteria due to the barrier the fencing would create. 
 
Comment: The fencing would pose a problem for wildlife migration, and also affect the accessibility 
to the area for people walking their dogs. 
 
Q: Have there been any studies done on how people are currently using the area and whether or not 
they value preserving the natural landscape? The area is a unique part of the city and the natural 
parts should be preserved; putting in concrete and asphalt would take away from this. 
A: There is currently an informal trail system in the area. However the EA process is only looking at 
the multi-use trail alignment. A separate study has just been completed and published by the City of 
Toronto called the Natural Environment Trail Strategy. The informal trail system in the East Don was 
identified as a priority area for management within this Strategy. This information is available online 
at: http://www.toronto.ca/parks/engagement/trails/ 
 

                                            

1 ELC is an acronym for Ecological Land Classification 
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Q: For the rail crossing shown in Area 2 (where an at-grade crossing or a bridge was identified), 
would the at-grade crossing have a signal? Are there any other examples of multi-use trails crossing 
rail lines in a similar way? 
A: The detailed design for this has not yet been done, however it would be safe to say that yes, there 
would probably be a signal put in if the rail crossing is an at-grade. 
 
Q: If a bridge were to be put in at the rail crossing, it would need to be quite tall. Would this bridge be 
like the one on the Gatineau Trail crossing over the Scarborough Rapid Transit (SRT) line, which has 
a high ramp on one of the sides and switchbacks on the other? 
A: The consultant explained that they would be working with the topography of the valley slope on the 
east side to minimize the incline2

 

. The tie-in on the west side would have some form of turn down, 
and switchbacks would probably be considered as a potential option. 

Q: During the conceptual design phase, will there be any consideration given to the trail in terms of 
stormwater management and perhaps building some additional stormwater storage capacity? 
Additionally, the floodplain boundaries have not been updated in 30 years, and this seems like a good 
opportunity to update the area and potentially reduce flooding. This would also be important for public 
safety along the trails. 
A: The EA process for this particular project is only looking at the trail alignment, its impact on the 
environment, and any mitigation that would be necessary; the EA does not look at additional items 
such as stormwater. However, an assessment of the flood levels has been done specifically for this 
project and will be used during the conceptual design phase.  
 
Q: It is unlikely that the golf course will want to sell to accommodate this project, so if the City 
chooses to build a trail through the course, they will have to expropriate a privately owned business. 
Are any other privately owned businesses identified for expropriation to accommodate the trail? 
A: At this time, members of the project team involved in the EA process are not aware of any 
discussions about expropriation of the Flemingdon golf course. Aside from the golf course, there are 
no other private properties in the Study Area. Hydro One owns some of the land in the area and the 
City has already spoken to them about using their existing access route.3

 
 

Q: In terms of capital costs, are the alternative trail alignments presented in Area 2equivalent or is 
there a preference for one? 
A: Capital costs are one of the criteria that all of the alignments have been evaluated against. The 
Road Link alternatives in Area 2 came out to be the most expensive because of the amount of 
infrastructure that would need to be relocated. 

                                            
2 It should be noted that stairs are not being considered along any part of the main trail route (spine 
trail). 
3 Other property owners within the area include Hydro One and Metrolinx/Go rail line  
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Q: If the golf course were to be expropriated, what would be done with the rest of the land? 
A: At this point, a number of options are still being considered and only one of them would impact the 
golf course. The goal of tonight’s meeting is to gain an understanding of the public’s opinion and 
preferences about the alternative trail alignments. Area 2 is the most complex and challenging area of 
the trail because Flemingdon golf course, Hydro One and Metrolinx would all be impacted and these 
varying interests would have to be negotiated. Once the feedback from the public is received, the 
preferred alternative will be summarized and there will be ongoing discussions with the stakeholders 
who might be impacted. There is a long due process that must take place under the EA, which 
requires the participation of all impacted property owners. If an agreement cannot be negotiated, City 
Council and the TRCA may be required to provide direction. Hopefully a trail alignment will be chosen 
that has the least amount of impact on the interests of landowners. At the next public meeting in early 
2014, there will be more to report on the discussions with the stakeholders and how the project will be 
moving forward in terms of agreements and property acquisition. 
 
Q: Usually a trail is not paved and covered with asphalt. Why will this trail be paved? What materials 
will be used for the trail and how wide will it be? 
A: In order to make the trail an accessible multi-use trail that can be used by a broad spectrum of 
users, it will need to be asphalt and approximately 3.5 to 4.0 meters in width. 
 
Q: Does this project affect the taxes paid by the community? 
A: The budget for this project has already been established.  
 
Comment: How much of the taxpayers money is being held for this project? It is suspected that the 
City is holding 60 million dollars to build this trail. 
 
Questions and Answers after the 2nd presentation (7:30 p.m.): 

 
Q: What evaluation criteria are being used to determine the preferred trail alignment? 
A: The broad evaluation criteria include Functional Value, Natural and Physical Environment, Social 
and Cultural Environment, Cost and Technical. Further details for each of these is available in the 
handout provided as well as online. 
 
Q: Are the existing conditions published anywhere? 
A: All of the information will be published as part of the Environmental Study Report (ESR). A 
Baseline Environmental Inventory (BEI) will be part of the ESR and will include a detailed inventory of 
existing conditions within the Local and Regional Study Areas. The BEI is currently in the final draft 
stages, and will be sent to the Community Liaison Committee (CLC) for review hopefully by the end of 
2013. Once completed and filed with the Ministry of the Environment (MOE), the ESR will be made 
available for public review on the project website. 
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Q: What is the estimated time line after tonight’s meeting? 
A: After the comments and input from the public are received over the next two weeks, a preferred 
trail alignment will be selected. The next step after that will be the design concept phase where 
details of the preferred trail alignment will be determined. The design concept is then taken through 
an even more rigorous evaluation process, which will be presented to the public in early 2014. From 
there, the preferred design concept will be chosen. If all goes well, implementation would ideally 
begin in late 2014. 
 
Q: How long will it take to build the trail? 
A: The duration of construction will not be laid out until the design concept phase is completed. 
However, it is estimated that it will take between 3 to 5 years, depending on which options are chosen 
and the technical challenges associated with them.  
 
Q: What is the estimate for the capital cost of the project? 
A: The evaluation of the cost for each alternative was done relative to each other. The final cost will 
depend on how much infrastructure needs to be built and/or relocated, as well erosion work and other 
details that have not yet been determined. The cost of the design concepts for the preferred 
alternative will be completed in the next phase and will be made available at the next public meeting.  
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1 Introduction 
On September 12, 2013 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region 

Conservation Authority (TRCA) hosted Public Meeting #2 to gather feedback on the 

draft evaluation criteria, alternatives trail alignments, and preliminary evaluation of the 

alternative trail alignments. Residents and interested individuals were invited to view 

display panels and talk with members of the Project Team. In addition, two 

presentations were made during the meeting to provide an overview of the trail route 

options; each was followed by a Question and Answer period. Participants were also 

encouraged to fill out comment forms.  

Overall, the event was well attended (70 participants signed in) and solicited a range of 

feedback about the project. 

Following the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 

www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 

2 Communications Received 
Feedback and communications were collected and documented for this summary report 

during the public meeting and the two (2) week period following the event (ending on 

September 27, 2013). The summary below includes information received from the 

following sources:  

• Conversation topics between City, TRCA and consultant staff and Open House 

participants 

• Question and answer sessions 

• Comment forms received 

• Email and phone correspondence 

All submissions have been acknowledged and documented.  

All communications received from the public during the EA process are made part of the 

public record and shared with the project team on an ongoing basis. 
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3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of comments received by stakeholders through various 

communications leading up to, during and after the September 12th public meeting. 

Points have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by topic. 

Overall 

Feedback was generally positive at the public meeting, on comment sheets and through 

correspondence following the event. While the majority of public responses support the 

alternative trail alignments being considered and the evaluation criteria, there is also 

some opposition and concern regarding potential impacts on the natural environment 

and private property. The information below is a summary of the feedback received and 

is presented by theme, not ranking. 

Evaluation Criteria 

1. Overwhelming agreement with the evaluation criteria being used to assess the 

alternative trail alignments for the East Don Trail Study. 

2. Additional criteria suggested include: 

a. public safety objectives related to crime prevention  

b. higher weighting for Flemingdon Park Golf Club and the social impacts of 

potential cessation of golf course for the trail  

c. show the numerical values and weighting given for each criteria 

Preliminary Evaluation of Trail Alignments 

The study area for the East Don Trail Class EA has been divided into three (3) 
geographic Areas (Areas 1, 2 and 3). These Areas were presented on the comment 
forms to better demonstrate the different trail options being considered in the East Don 
valley lands. Area 1 (north section) runs between Lawrence Ave. and Eglinton Ave., 
Area 2 (centre section) runs between Eglinton Ave. and Pavane Linkway/Northline Rd.), 
and Area 3 (south section) runs between Pavane Linkway/Northline Rd. and the Lower 
Don and Taylor Massey Creek trails. 

3. Majority of respondents agreed with the evaluation as presented for each of the 

three (3) areas.  

4. Comments for Area 1, included: 

a. Consider impact of routes on valley system including paving options 

b. Concern about impacts of Forest Trail A on the natural environment 

c. Request to stay on the east bank of the river 

5. Comments for Area 2, included: 

d. Expropriation of the golf course is a concern (River Walk Alignments) 

e. Integrate the golf course and trail uses 

f. Expansion of park land for families is a benefit 
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g. Fencing for rail trail alignments is a potential issue for wildlife 

h. Social cost of riverwalk is high 

i. Stay within the valley and do not consider road alignments 

j. River Walk Alignment is most appealing 

6. Comments for Area 3, included:  

k. Access Route C (connects to Lower Don and Taylor Massey Creek) is a 

lot of extra travel 

Access/Connections 

7. Support for community connections to trail 

8. Public access to the trails should include appropriate infrastructure (e.g. bike and 

car parking, lighting, garbage receptacles, etc.) 

Accessibility 

9. Accessibility for all users should be expressed more clearly 

Community & Recreation 

10. Many agree that increased recreational opportunity for users of the proposed trail 

is a benefit 

11. Support for increased usage and enjoyment of the area 

12. Proposed trail will fill a gap in the existing multi-use trail network 

13. Ongoing concerns about how different users of the trail will respect each other 

(i.e. trail etiquette) 

14. Provide parking lots for users 

15. Concern for the impact on current users of the valley (walkers and hikers) as a 

result of the a multi-use trail in forested areas 

Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 

16. Concern about impacts to the natural area including: 

a. Impacts of the trail on wildlife (primarily deer) 

b. Loss of natural feeling in the valley 

c. Replacement of existing natural trails with a multi-use trail in the Anewen 

Park Area 

17. Preserve the forest in Area 1 and do not put a paved trail here 

Flemingdon Golf Course 

18. Both support and opposition to the Alternative Trail Alignments in Area 2 (River 

Walk) which would require acquisition of the golf course  

19. Consider shared use with the golf course for a trail alignment through this area 

20. Concern about the social cost of ceasing operation of the golf course 
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21. Golf course acquisition and conversion to parklands is seen as benefit for 

families and larger number of people overall 

Safety 

22. Concerns regarding the existing parking lot along Access route A (connecting 

with the Lower Don Trails) due to the interaction between various users including 

cars, pedestrians, cyclists, etc. 

Trail Design 

23. Consider alternative trail surfaces like permeable pavement 

24. Consider green infrastructure (i.e. storm water management, less heat stress) 

25. Concern about how the trail will be designed and maintained to deal with the 

following issues: 

d. storm water management 

e. flooding and washout of bridges 

26. Switchback bridges are difficult for cyclists 

27. Keep bikes away from existing walking trails 

28. Accessibility is an important consideration in the trail design and is under 

represented in the display materials 

Other Trail Alignments 

29. A majority of respondents felt there were no alignment options missing  

30. Realign holes and run trail inside golf course in Area 2 

31. Consider the east side of rail line in Area 2 

Maintenance 

32. Concern about dogs and increased garbage on future trail 
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4 Key Questions Raised  
Key questions raised after each of the two presentations at the public meeting, included: 

• Why are there no trail options along the east side of the railway tracks in Area 2 

to avoid the Flemington Park Golf Course or to show shared use with the golf 

course?  

• What are the impacts on existing wildlife from the trail and any potential fencing 

required?  

• How will the trail cross the railway tracks and what will this crossing look like 

(e.g., signaling, bridges)? 

• How much does this project cost and where is the funding coming from?  

• What is the timeline for this project? 

• If the City chooses to build a trail through the golf course, they will have to 

expropriate private property. Are other properties identified for expropriation? 

For a complete account of this session, please see the attached Appendix. 

5 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 

addressed 
This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the open house and in 

comment sheets submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be 

addressed through a variety of means including: Frequently Asked Questions that will 

be posted on the project website and provided at upcoming public meetings, and 

ongoing correspondence with City and TRCA staff.  

 

To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 

www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/eastdontrail 

6 Appendix – Meeting Minutes for PIC #2 
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Table: East Don Trail EA Milestone Schedule 

Milestone Date Status 

Phase I: Define Problem/Opportunity     

PIC # 1 - Intro, project purpose, issues identification, EA process,  Feb 13, 2013 Complete 

CLC Meeting #1 - Intro and role, refine project purpose/objectives, 
issues identification, feasibility study  

Apr 22, 2013 Complete 

Phase II: Identify and Evaluate Alternative Solutions 
  

CLC Meeting #2 - Existing conditions, alternatives to and evaluation May 29, 2013 Complete 

CLC Meeting #3 - Alternative trail alignments and evaluation criteria June 20, 2013 Complete 

CLC Meeting #4 - Evaluation of alternative trail alignments Aug 12, 2013 Complete 

PIC #2 - Existing conditions, alternatives to and alternative trail 
alignments ("Alternative Solutions") and evaluation  

Sept 12, 2013 Complete 

Phase III: Alternative design solutions for the preferred solution 
  

Field work - tree surveys, topography, boreholes Fall 2013 to 
winter 2014 

In progress 

CLC Meeting #5 - Preferred alternative solution, field work, evaluation 
criteria for design solutions 

Fall 2013 
 

CLC Meeting #6 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preferred design 
and mitigation 

Winter 2014 
 

PIC #3 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preferred design and 
mitigation 

Spring 2014 
 

Phase IV: Prepare Environmental Study Report (ESR) 
  

CLC Meeting #7 - preferred design, impacts, mitigating measures, 
monitoring program 

Summer 2014 
 

File ESR for 30 day review 
Summer/Fall 

2014  

Phase V: Detailed Design & Approvals TBD 
 

Initiate Tender & Construction (into 2015) TBD  
 

*please note this schedule is subject to change and is for internal use only 



From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: mpyjor@toronto.ca; jhyland@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca; wstrick@toronto.ca; bmcewen@toronto.ca;

slaver@toronto.ca; ndefrae@toronto.ca; jthiessen@toronto.ca; lbrewer@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca;
ivelshi2@toronto.ca; ahowell3@toronto.ca; jhenry3@toronto.ca

Subject: East Don Trail EA Update
Date: 04/24/2014 10:07 AM
Attachments: EDT_Phase2Update.pdf

EDT_Milestone_Schedule.pdf

Good Morning

I would like to take this opportunity to update you on the East Don Trail
Environmental Assessment (EA) project and inform you to our next public meeting.  

Update:
Following our last public meeting (September 12, 2013) on the Alternative Trail
Alignments, we received a number of comments and input from the public and our
key stakeholders.  As a result we added an additional step to this phase of the EA,
the development and evaluation of revised Alternative Trail Alignments.  The
evaluation of the revised Alignments has been presented to our Community Liaison
Committee and a Preferred Alignment has been selected. 

Our next steps are as follows:
·    Complete field survey work, including: detailed tree inventory and detailed
topography
·    Develop and evaluate Alternative Design Concepts, for the Preferred
Alternative
·    TAC meeting #6 to discuss the evaluation of the Alternative Design
Concepts
·    CLC meeting # 6 to discuss the evaluation of the Alternative Design
Concepts
·    Public meeting #3 to present Alternative Design Concepts and evaluation,
to be held on Tuesday, June 24, 2014

A short project update is attached below that outlines the project progress and
includes a map of the preferred Alternative Trail Alignment, please distribute this
update as you see fit.  In addition I have attached a milestone schedule for the
project for your personal records.

Public Meeting #3
This is the third and final public meeting for the East Don Trail EA to present Phase
3 of the EA process, Alternative Design Concepts and evaluation.  Additional details
as well as a formal notice to the public will be issued closer to the date.  
Date: Tuesday, June 24, 2014
Time: 5:30 to 8:30pm
Location: Victoria Park Hub, 1527 Victoria Park Ave

If you would like to meet prior to the East Don Trail EA public meeting we would be
happy to schedule a meeting at your earliest convenience.   

If you have any questions, comments or suggests please do not hesitate to contact
me, 

mailto:CN=Violetta Tkaczuk/O=TRCA
mailto:councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_davis@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_parker@toronto.ca
mailto:mpyjor@toronto.ca
mailto:jhyland@toronto.ca
mailto:degan@toronto.ca
mailto:wstrick@toronto.ca
mailto:bmcewen@toronto.ca
mailto:slaver@toronto.ca
mailto:ndefrae@toronto.ca
mailto:jthiessen@toronto.ca
mailto:lbrewer@toronto.ca
mailto:dfinlay@toronto.ca
mailto:ivelshi2@toronto.ca
mailto:ahowell3@toronto.ca
mailto:jhenry3@toronto.ca



EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 2 
 
BACKGROUND 


 


The City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a study examining the creation of a multi-use trail system 


within the East Don Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 


network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail 


(at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Lower Don Trail System. The East Don Trail study is being 


carried out in accordance with the requirements of Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 


Assessment (EA). 


 


PROGRESS TO DATE 


 


Project Phase 1 “Problem or Opportunity” and Phase 2 “Alternative Solutions” have been completed.  In 


Phase 1 the project objectives were defined and the need for the project (i.e. a multi-use trail) was 


identified through the Problem and Opportunity Statement. Phase 2 looked at different ways of 


addressing the identified Problem/Opportunity Statement through Alternative Trail Alignments (different 


trail route options).  A public meeting was held during each phase to provide an opportunity for the public 


to review materials and provide feedback.  The first public meeting held on February 13, 2013 was to 


introduce the study and receive feedback on the project objectives, while the second meeting held on 


September 12, 2013 focused on existing site conditions and the Alternative Trail Alignments. Based on 


public and stakeholder input, the Trail Alignments presented at public meeting #2 were revised.  Revised 


Alignments were evaluated and presented to the Community Liaison Committee, and a Preferred 


Alignment was selected.  All Alignments considered in Phase 2 and the Preferred Alignment are shown in 


Figure 1.  For further information on each public meeting please refer to the project website.   


 


NEXT STEPS 


As part of Phase 3 Alternative Design Concepts of the Preferred Alternative will be developed and 


evaluated, identifying net positive and negative effect.  The public, key stakeholders, and review 


agencies will be consulted prior to selecting a preferred design.  The public will have an opportunity to 


review and provide feedback on the Alternative Design Concepts at the third public meeting to be held on 


June 24, 2014, Victoria Park Hub, 1527 Victoria Park Avenue.   


 


For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
 



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca





EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 2 
 
Figure 1. East Don Trail EA Phase 2 results: Alternative Trail Alignments considered and the Preferred 


Alignment selected 


 


 








East Don Trail EA Milestone Schedule Milestone 


Milestone Deliverable Dates Status


Phase I: Problem or Opportunity October 2012 to 


April 2013
COMPLETE


Notice of EA Commencement and Public event 30-Jan-13 Complete


Public Meeting #1 - Intro, project purpose, issues identification, EA process, 13-Feb-13 Complete 


CLC Meeting #1 -role, issue identification, refine purpose, feasbility study 22-Apr-13 Complete 


Phase II: Alternative Solutions  June to        


April 2013
COMPLETE


CLC Meeting #2 - draft Existing Conditions, Alternatives To 29-May-13 Complete


CLC Meeting #3 - Alternative Trail Alignments and evaluation criteria 15-Jul-13 Complete


CLC Meeting #4- Evaluation of Alternative Alignments 12-Aug-13 Complete


Archaeological Assessment Stage 1 28-Aug-13 Complete


Public Meeting #2 - Alternative Solutions and existing conditions 12-Sep-13 Complete


CLC Meeting #5 - Revised Alternative Trail Alignments and evaluation 6-Mar-14 Complete


Phase III:  Alternative Design Concepts for the Preferred Solution March to         


July 2014 
IN PROGRESS


CLC #6 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preliminary preferred design 12-Jun-14


Public Meeting #3 - design concetps, evaluation, cost, preferred design concept 24-Jun-14


Archaeological Stage 2 TBD


Phase IV: Prepare Environmental Study Report (ESR) July to 


December 2014


CLC Meeting #8 - preferred design, impacts, mitigating measures, monitoring program Fall 2014


Notice of filing ESR - review agency, key stakeholders, councillors, aboriginal communities Winter 2014


File ESR with MOE (30 day review) Winter 2014


Anticipated Approval Winter 2014


Phase V: Detailed Design & Approvals TBD


Initiate Tender and Construction TBD


4/24/2014







Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING, STORING OR FORWARDING THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
Thank you."




EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 2 
 
BACKGROUND 


 


The City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a study examining the creation of a multi-use trail system 


within the East Don Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 


network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail 


(at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Lower Don Trail System. The East Don Trail study is being 


carried out in accordance with the requirements of Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 


Assessment (EA). 


 


PROGRESS TO DATE 


 


Project Phase 1 “Problem or Opportunity” and Phase 2 “Alternative Solutions” have been completed.  In 


Phase 1 the project objectives were defined and the need for the project (i.e. a multi-use trail) was 


identified through the Problem and Opportunity Statement. Phase 2 looked at different ways of 


addressing the identified Problem/Opportunity Statement through Alternative Trail Alignments (different 


trail route options).  A public meeting was held during each phase to provide an opportunity for the public 


to review materials and provide feedback.  The first public meeting held on February 13, 2013 was to 


introduce the study and receive feedback on the project objectives, while the second meeting held on 


September 12, 2013 focused on existing site conditions and the Alternative Trail Alignments. Based on 


public and stakeholder input, the Trail Alignments presented at public meeting #2 were revised.  Revised 


Alignments were evaluated and presented to the Community Liaison Committee, and a Preferred 


Alignment was selected.  All Alignments considered in Phase 2 and the Preferred Alignment are shown in 


Figure 1.  For further information on each public meeting please refer to the project website.   


 


NEXT STEPS 


As part of Phase 3 Alternative Design Concepts of the Preferred Alternative will be developed and 


evaluated, identifying net positive and negative effect.  The public, key stakeholders, and review 


agencies will be consulted prior to selecting a preferred design.  The public will have an opportunity to 


review and provide feedback on the Alternative Design Concepts at the third public meeting to be held on 


June 24, 2014, Victoria Park Hub, 1527 Victoria Park Avenue.   


 


For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
 



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca





EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 2 
 
Figure 1. East Don Trail EA Phase 2 results: Alternative Trail Alignments considered and the Preferred 


Alignment selected 


 


 








East Don Trail EA Milestone Schedule Milestone 


Milestone Deliverable Dates Status


Phase I: Problem or Opportunity October 2012 to 


April 2013
COMPLETE


Notice of EA Commencement and Public event 30-Jan-13 Complete


Public Meeting #1 - Intro, project purpose, issues identification, EA process, 13-Feb-13 Complete 


CLC Meeting #1 -role, issue identification, refine purpose, feasbility study 22-Apr-13 Complete 


Phase II: Alternative Solutions  June to        


April 2013
COMPLETE


CLC Meeting #2 - draft Existing Conditions, Alternatives To 29-May-13 Complete


CLC Meeting #3 - Alternative Trail Alignments and evaluation criteria 15-Jul-13 Complete


CLC Meeting #4- Evaluation of Alternative Alignments 12-Aug-13 Complete


Archaeological Assessment Stage 1 28-Aug-13 Complete


Public Meeting #2 - Alternative Solutions and existing conditions 12-Sep-13 Complete


CLC Meeting #5 - Revised Alternative Trail Alignments and evaluation 6-Mar-14 Complete


Phase III:  Alternative Design Concepts for the Preferred Solution March to         


July 2014 
IN PROGRESS


CLC #6 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preliminary preferred design 12-Jun-14


Public Meeting #3 - design concetps, evaluation, cost, preferred design concept 24-Jun-14


Archaeological Stage 2 TBD


Phase IV: Prepare Environmental Study Report (ESR) July to 


December 2014


CLC Meeting #8 - preferred design, impacts, mitigating measures, monitoring program Fall 2014


Notice of filing ESR - review agency, key stakeholders, councillors, aboriginal communities Winter 2014


File ESR with MOE (30 day review) Winter 2014


Anticipated Approval Winter 2014


Phase V: Detailed Design & Approvals TBD


Initiate Tender and Construction TBD


4/24/2014







EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 2 
 
BACKGROUND 

 

The City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a study examining the creation of a multi-use trail system 

within the East Don Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 

network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail 

(at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Lower Don Trail System. The East Don Trail study is being 

carried out in accordance with the requirements of Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 

Assessment (EA). 

 

PROGRESS TO DATE 

 

Project Phase 1 “Problem or Opportunity” and Phase 2 “Alternative Solutions” have been completed.  In 

Phase 1 the project objectives were defined and the need for the project (i.e. a multi-use trail) was 

identified through the Problem and Opportunity Statement. Phase 2 looked at different ways of 

addressing the identified Problem/Opportunity Statement through Alternative Trail Alignments (different 

trail route options).  A public meeting was held during each phase to provide an opportunity for the public 

to review materials and provide feedback.  The first public meeting held on February 13, 2013 was to 

introduce the study and receive feedback on the project objectives, while the second meeting held on 

September 12, 2013 focused on existing site conditions and the Alternative Trail Alignments. Based on 

public and stakeholder input, the Trail Alignments presented at public meeting #2 were revised.  Revised 

Alignments were evaluated and presented to the Community Liaison Committee, and a Preferred 

Alignment was selected.  All Alignments considered in Phase 2 and the Preferred Alignment are shown in 

Figure 1.  For further information on each public meeting please refer to the project website.   

 

NEXT STEPS 

As part of Phase 3 Alternative Design Concepts of the Preferred Alternative will be developed and 

evaluated, identifying net positive and negative effect.  The public, key stakeholders, and review 

agencies will be consulted prior to selecting a preferred design.  The public will have an opportunity to 

review and provide feedback on the Alternative Design Concepts at the third public meeting to be held on 

June 24, 2014, Victoria Park Hub, 1527 Victoria Park Avenue.   

 

For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 

Or Contact: 

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
 

http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail
mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca


EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 2 
 
Figure 1. East Don Trail EA Phase 2 results: Alternative Trail Alignments considered and the Preferred 

Alignment selected 

 

 



East Don Trail EA Milestone Schedule Milestone 

Milestone Deliverable Dates Status

Phase I: Problem or Opportunity October 2012 to 

April 2013
COMPLETE

Notice of EA Commencement and Public event 30-Jan-13 Complete

Public Meeting #1 - Intro, project purpose, issues identification, EA process, 13-Feb-13 Complete 

CLC Meeting #1 -role, issue identification, refine purpose, feasbility study 22-Apr-13 Complete 

Phase II: Alternative Solutions  June to        

April 2013
COMPLETE

CLC Meeting #2 - draft Existing Conditions, Alternatives To 29-May-13 Complete

CLC Meeting #3 - Alternative Trail Alignments and evaluation criteria 15-Jul-13 Complete

CLC Meeting #4- Evaluation of Alternative Alignments 12-Aug-13 Complete

Archaeological Assessment Stage 1 28-Aug-13 Complete

Public Meeting #2 - Alternative Solutions and existing conditions 12-Sep-13 Complete

CLC Meeting #5 - Revised Alternative Trail Alignments and evaluation 6-Mar-14 Complete

Phase III:  Alternative Design Concepts for the Preferred Solution March to         

July 2014 
IN PROGRESS

CLC #6 - design concepts, evaluation, cost, preliminary preferred design 12-Jun-14

Public Meeting #3 - design concetps, evaluation, cost, preferred design concept 24-Jun-14

Archaeological Stage 2 TBD

Phase IV: Prepare Environmental Study Report (ESR) July to 

December 2014

CLC Meeting #8 - preferred design, impacts, mitigating measures, monitoring program Fall 2014

Notice of filing ESR - review agency, key stakeholders, councillors, aboriginal communities Winter 2014

File ESR with MOE (30 day review) Winter 2014

Anticipated Approval Winter 2014

Phase V: Detailed Design & Approvals TBD

Initiate Tender and Construction TBD

4/24/2014



From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: ahowell3@toronto.ca; bmcewen@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca; ivelshi2@toronto.ca;

jhenry3@toronto.ca; jhyland@toronto.ca; jthiessen@toronto.ca; lbrewer@toronto.ca; mpyjor@toronto.ca;
ndefrae@toronto.ca; slaver@toronto.ca; wstrick@toronto.ca

Subject: East Don Trail EA - Final Public Meeting
Date: 06/06/2014 03:26 PM
Attachments: EastDonTrailEA_PIC3_Flyer.pdf

Good Afternoon;

The City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation are hosting the last of
three public meetings for the East Don Trail Study on June 24, 2014.

The first two meetings were held in 2013 to introduce the study, receive feedback
on the project objectives, discuss the key issues and opportunities, and assist in the
selection of the preferred trail alignment.

Join us to review and provide feedback on the design concepts created for the
preferred alignment.

Details of the public meeting are as follows:
Date: Tuesday, June 24, 2014
Open House: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Presentation: 6:30 p.m.
Place: The Victoria Park Hub, 1537 Victoria Park Avenue (North of Eglinton)

I have attached an event flyer with further details.  Please feel free to share this
with your constituents as you see fit.

If you have any questions or concerns before than please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Thank you and I hope to see you on June 24th.

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING, STORING OR FORWARDING THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
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                                                  Notice of Public Event 
 


East Don Trail 


Notice of Public Event #3 


The City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting the last of three public 
meetings for the East Don Trail Study. Join us for a public event to learn more, and provide your 
feedback on the design concepts for what the preferred trail alignment might look like. An overview of 
the design concepts will be presented at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Date:    Tuesday, June 24, 2014 
Open House:   5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Presentations:  6:30 p.m. 
Place:    The Victoria Park Hub, 1537 Victoria Park Avenue  
    (North of Eglinton) 


 
This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional  
accommodations. 


 
Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are studying options for a 
multi-use trail system within the East Don Corridor. The 
proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-
use trail network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East 
of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at 
approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Don Trail System. 
 
The Process 
The East Don Trail study is being carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of a Schedule ‘C’ project 
under the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Act 
and provides opportunities for public input at key stages. 


 


We would like to hear from you 
The first two meetings were held in 2013 to: 
receive feedback on the project objectives, discuss the key issues and opportunities; and assist in the 
selection of the preferred trail alignment. We are now asking for you to be part of the conversation to 
select the best design for the preferred trail alignment.  
 
To ensure comments are incorporated into the planning and design of this project, please 
provide them by July 11, 2014. 


See Project Update on Reverse side ► 







Project team on site for undertaking field work in 
2013 
 


Get Updates by 
Email - Sign up at: 


toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 
 


 


East Don Trail Project Update – May 2014 
What we heard at the second public event… 
The project team met with members of the public in September of 2013 to discuss the proposed trail 
alignments for the study area.  From the feedback received by the project team, two general 
contributions were communicated:  


1. General agreement with the evaluation criteria and the evaluation of the proposed trail 
alignments presented. 


2. Although the majority of people who provided feedback felt there were no trail alignments 
missing, some people felt there was a need to look at additional trail alignments in Areas 1 and 
2 of the study area.  


 
To address these comments the project team developed additional trail alignments and evaluated 
them with the help of the Technical Advisory Committee, Community Liaison Committee, and key 
stakeholders. A preferred trail alignment was then chosen. 
 
Design concepts for the preferred trail alignment are now underway and will be presented at the next 
public event. 
To see the additional trail alignments visit: http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 


Field Work Update 
Fieldwork began in the study area in March of 2013. 
The project team was planning to have all work 
completed this spring, however with a long snowy 
winter survey crews had some difficulty getting out 
the site every day. Topography surveys and the tree 
inventory will be completed this spring, and 
geotechnical surveys this winter.  
 
If you are out in the study area and see orange paint 
markings on the ground and trees, and wooden 
and/or metal stakes in the ground, these are 
evidence of our team at work and will stay in place 
until the design work for the project has been 
completed. 
 


For more information, contact: 
Maogosha Pyjor 
Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor, 55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-338-0889 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 
 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail






                                                  Notice of Public Event 
 


East Don Trail 


Notice of Public Event #3 


The City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting the last of three public 
meetings for the East Don Trail Study. Join us for a public event to learn more, and provide your 
feedback on the design concepts for what the preferred trail alignment might look like. An overview of 
the design concepts will be presented at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Date:    Tuesday, June 24, 2014 
Open House:   5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Presentations:  6:30 p.m. 
Place:    The Victoria Park Hub, 1537 Victoria Park Avenue  
    (North of Eglinton) 


 
This venue is wheelchair accessible.   
Please contact to arrange for additional  
accommodations. 


 
Background 
The City of Toronto and TRCA are studying options for a 
multi-use trail system within the East Don Corridor. The 
proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-
use trail network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East 
of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at 
approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Don Trail System. 
 
The Process 
The East Don Trail study is being carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of a Schedule ‘C’ project 
under the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Act 
and provides opportunities for public input at key stages. 


 


We would like to hear from you 
The first two meetings were held in 2013 to: 
receive feedback on the project objectives, discuss the key issues and opportunities; and assist in the 
selection of the preferred trail alignment. We are now asking for you to be part of the conversation to 
select the best design for the preferred trail alignment.  
 
To ensure comments are incorporated into the planning and design of this project, please 
provide them by July 11, 2014. 


See Project Update on Reverse side ► 
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alignments presented. 


2. Although the majority of people who provided feedback felt there were no trail alignments 
missing, some people felt there was a need to look at additional trail alignments in Areas 1 and 
2 of the study area.  


 
To address these comments the project team developed additional trail alignments and evaluated 
them with the help of the Technical Advisory Committee, Community Liaison Committee, and key 
stakeholders. A preferred trail alignment was then chosen. 
 
Design concepts for the preferred trail alignment are now underway and will be presented at the next 
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The project team was planning to have all work 
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winter survey crews had some difficulty getting out 
the site every day. Topography surveys and the tree 
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geotechnical surveys this winter.  
 
If you are out in the study area and see orange paint 
markings on the ground and trees, and wooden 
and/or metal stakes in the ground, these are 
evidence of our team at work and will stay in place 
until the design work for the project has been 
completed. 
 


For more information, contact: 
Maogosha Pyjor 
Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor, 55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
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Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-338-0889 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 
 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail





                                                  Notice of Public Event 
 

East Don Trail 

Notice of Public Event #3 

The City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) are hosting the last of three public 
meetings for the East Don Trail Study. Join us for a public event to learn more, and provide your 
feedback on the design concepts for what the preferred trail alignment might look like. An overview of 
the design concepts will be presented at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Date:    Tuesday, June 24, 2014 
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The City of Toronto and TRCA are studying options for a 
multi-use trail system within the East Don Corridor. The 
proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-
use trail network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East 
of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at 
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The Process 
The East Don Trail study is being carried out in 
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receive feedback on the project objectives, discuss the key issues and opportunities; and assist in the 
selection of the preferred trail alignment. We are now asking for you to be part of the conversation to 
select the best design for the preferred trail alignment.  
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East Don Trail Project Update – May 2014 
What we heard at the second public event… 
The project team met with members of the public in September of 2013 to discuss the proposed trail 
alignments for the study area.  From the feedback received by the project team, two general 
contributions were communicated:  

1. General agreement with the evaluation criteria and the evaluation of the proposed trail 
alignments presented. 

2. Although the majority of people who provided feedback felt there were no trail alignments 
missing, some people felt there was a need to look at additional trail alignments in Areas 1 and 
2 of the study area.  

 
To address these comments the project team developed additional trail alignments and evaluated 
them with the help of the Technical Advisory Committee, Community Liaison Committee, and key 
stakeholders. A preferred trail alignment was then chosen. 
 
Design concepts for the preferred trail alignment are now underway and will be presented at the next 
public event. 
To see the additional trail alignments visit: http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 

Field Work Update 
Fieldwork began in the study area in March of 2013. 
The project team was planning to have all work 
completed this spring, however with a long snowy 
winter survey crews had some difficulty getting out 
the site every day. Topography surveys and the tree 
inventory will be completed this spring, and 
geotechnical surveys this winter.  
 
If you are out in the study area and see orange paint 
markings on the ground and trees, and wooden 
and/or metal stakes in the ground, these are 
evidence of our team at work and will stay in place 
until the design work for the project has been 
completed. 
 

For more information, contact: 
Maogosha Pyjor 
Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto  
Metro Hall, 19th Floor, 55 John Street  
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6 
Tel: 416-338-2850 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-338-0889 
E-mail: eastdontrail@toronto.ca 
 

www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail


From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca; Councillor Davis;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: dfinlay@toronto.ca; Jay Thiessen; Lia Brewer; mwilson5@toronto.ca; ivelshi@toronto.ca; mpyjor@toronto.ca;

degan@toronto.ca; garmour@toronto.ca; Adele Freeman; bmcewen@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Update - Phase 3
Date: 09/16/2014 03:59 PM
Attachments: EDT Phase3 Project Update.pdf

EDT PIC3 Public Consultation Report.pdf

 Hello,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support on the
East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) project and provide you with a
project update.  The last public meeting for the EA was held on June 24, 2014, since
that time the project team has finalized the preferred design concept (EA solution)
and are in the final stages of Phase 3 of the EA, further information is attached in
the update below.

Please find attached the following for the East Don Trail EA project:
Project update (EDT Phase 3 Project Update)
Public Consultation Report for Public Meeting #3 held on June 24, 2014,
including meeting minutes (EDT PIC3 Public Consultation Report)

The Public Consultation Report, meeting minutes, panels and presentation from
Public Meeting #3 will be available to the public on the project website at:
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?
vgnextoid=3a178dd3f2ce1410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely:

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING, STORING OR FORWARDING THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
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EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 3 
 
BACKGROUND 


 


The City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a study to examine the creation of a multi-use trail system 


within the East Don Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 


network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail 


(at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Lower Don Trail System. The East Don Trail study is being 


carried out in accordance with the requirements of Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 


Assessment (EA). 


 


PROGRESS TO DATE 


 


East Don Trail EA Phase 1 “Problem or Opportunity” and Phase 2 “Alternative Solutions” have been 


completed, and is now in the final stage of Phase 3 “Alternative Design Concepts”. A public meeting was 


held during each phase to provide an opportunity for the public to review materials and provide feedback.  


The final public meeting for the EA process was held on June 24, 2014 and focused on the Alternative 


Design Concepts. During this meeting the preferred Alternative Solution (preferred trail alignment) was 


presented in addition to the Alternative Design Concepts.  Alternative Design Concepts provide a number 


of ways in which a project can be developed and designed for the preferred solution. Members of the 


public had an opportunity to comment on the evaluation and preliminary results of the preferred 


Alternative Design Concepts.  Following the public meeting the preferred Alternative Design Concepts 


were revised and reassessed based on feedback from the Community Liaison Committee (CLC), the 


Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), review agencies, and the general public.  The preferred Alternative 


Design Concept is shown in Figure 1.  A few segments still require utility landowner review and approval, 


including two preliminary preferred level crossings of the Metrolinx/Go Transit owned Bala Subdivision 


rail line.  A safety assessment of these level crossings is currently underway.   


 


NEXT STEPS 


The final step in Phase 3 will be the description of the preferred Design Concept.  This step translates the 


preferred Design Concept into specifics required for detailed design, and will include information on: trail 


design, watercourse crossings, rail line crossings, drainage and stormwater management, utilities, 


easement requirements, construction staging, monitoring and maintenance considerations, preliminary 


cost estimates and necessary permits and approvals.  Additionally the potential environmental effects 


and proposed mitigation measures for the preferred design will be outlined.  This information will be 


presented to the CLC and TAC for feedback, than revised and finalized into the Environmental Study 


Report (ESR).  The ESR will be filed with the Ministry of Environment for a 30 day public review.  


For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca





EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 3 
 
Figure 1: East Don Trail EA Phase 3 results: Alternative Design Concepts considered and the 


Preferred Design Concept selected 
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1 Introduction 
On June 24, 2014 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region Conservation 


Authority (TRCA) hosted the Final Public Event (Event #3) for the East Don Trail 


Environmental Assessment to gather feedback on the design concepts for what the 


preferred trail alignment might look like. Residents and interested individuals were 


invited to view display panels and talk with members of the Project Team. A 


presentation provided an overview of design concepts evaluated which was followed by 


a Question and Answer session. Participants were also encouraged to fill out comment 


forms. Overall, the event was well attended (71 participants signed in). 


 


Prior to the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


2 Communications Received 
Feedback and communications related to the public event were collected and 


documented for this summary report prior to and during the two (2) week comment 


period following the event (ending on July 11, 2014). The summary below includes 


information received from the following sources:  


 Conversation topics between City, TRCA and consultant staff, and Open House 


participants 


 Question and answer session 


 Comment forms received 


 Email and phone correspondence 


All submissions have been acknowledged and documented.  


All communications received from the public during the EA process are made part of the 


public record and shared with the project team on an ongoing basis. 
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3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of comments received by stakeholders through the various 


communications listed above, have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by 


topic. 


Overall 


The majority of public responses received agreed with the design concept 


recommended for the East Don Trail alignment. There was also some opposition and 


concern regarding potential impacts on the natural environment. The information below 


is a summary of the feedback received and is presented by theme. 


Design Concepts for the Preferred Trail Alignment 


Majority of responses were in agreement with the design concept moving forward into 


the next design phase of the East Don Trail Study. Comments received pertained to: 


 Safety associated with locating the trail near rail lines  


 Support for least number of rail and water crossings required  


 Some requests for use of golf course lands for trail to reduce impact on 


surrounding natural environment 


 Concern regarding placement of trail in flood prone areas 


How you would use the East Don Trail 


Top reasons people would use the East Don Trail (based on number of responses 


received, 1 = most) 


1. To be close to nature and to exercise 


2. Experience solitude/relax and wildlife/bird viewing 


3. Socialize with friends/family 


4. Commute 


5. Dog walking and other 


Most important things to consider during planning and design of East Don 


Trail 


Overall Considerations 


 Most important: Protection of Natural Environment and User Experience and 


Aesthetics 


 Least important: Cost and Maintenance Requirements 
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Natural Environment Considerations 


 Most important: Disturbance to Existing wetlands followed by Existing Native 


Trees 


 Moderately important: Disturbance to existing meadows and habitat edge 


User Experience and Aesthetic Considerations 


 Most important: Provide a natural environment experience 


 Moderately important: Opportunity for trail to run through different landscapes 


and provide access to river or lookout points 


 Steepness of trail was of least importance to the half of the respondents. 


However it was also of most importance to a large number of respondents, 


resulting a split response 


Other Comments 


Accessibility 


 Importance of accessibility for all users  


Community & Recreation 


 Trail perceived as a recreational asset to the community 


Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 


 Concern about impacts to local deer population 


 Concern about scale of project within the ravine system 


 Support for using Flemingdon Golf Course lands for the trail to protect the natural 


environment 


Flemingdon Golf Course 


 Support for minimizing impact on golf course operations 


 Support for using golf course for trail – current use not a natural use within the 


ravine system 


Public Consultation 


 Support for public consultation process undertaken 


 Desire to implement trail as quickly as possible 


Safety 


 Concerns associated with proximity of trail to rail line 


 Concerns with existing encampments within the valley lands 
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Trail Design 


 Consider sight lines at rail and river crossings 


 Aesthetics of infrastructure should be considered (e.g. design of bridges) 


User Experience 


 Provide two trails that run parallel to separate users 


 Concern about impact on existing mountain bike trails 


Other (Out of Scope) 


 Request for repairs and improvements to existing trails 


 Concern regarding steepness of existing access at Wynford Community  


 Support for community connections to trail (e.g., Anewen, Flemingdon, Victoria 


Park, and Wynford) 


 Support for providing connections to adjacent residential streets 


4 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 


addressed 
This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the public event and in 


comment sheets submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be 


addressed through a variety of means including: Frequently Asked Questions that will 


be posted on the project website, project updates, and ongoing correspondence with 


City and TRCA staff.  


 


To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


  



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail
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5 Questions and Answers 
Maogosha Pyjor, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator with the City of Toronto 


welcomed everyone to the event and explained that there would be a presentation to 


provide an overview of design concepts evaluated for the East Don Trail.  


A Question and Answer session followed the presentation during which the public had 


an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback about the information presented. 


In addition, questions cards were distributed to attendees to write down any questions 


they wanted addressed during this session. The project team grouped questions by 


topic and responded to questions from each of the topics.  The project team included 


staff from the City of Toronto, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), 


and the technical consulting team (Aquafor Beech Ltd.).  


Three (3) City of Toronto councilors (and/or representatives) attended the open house 


including Councillor John Parker, Councillor Janet Davies, and Councillor Denzil 


Minnan-Wong. Councillor Mary Fragadakis sent her regrets but met with the project 


team prior to the event. 


Maogosha Pyjor added that there were comment sheets available for attendees to 


share their input. These forms could be submitted at the registration table after the 


event, or sent to the address provided by July 11, 2014. 


 


Questions and Answers: 


The following is a summary of the key questions and answers received after the 


presentation. 


 


Q: If level crossings were chosen for crossing the rail lines, would trains have to 


whistle? 


A: The project team needs to look at the by-law. If there is a by-law in effect, there will 


be no whistling. The level crossing would be fully signaled, which might also avoid the 


need for whistling to ensure user awareness of oncoming trains.  


 


Q: How will people from the Wynford Concorde community access the trail? Right now 


there are accessibility issues due to steep grades.  


A: The scope of the East Don Trail EA focuses on the main spine trail (from the existing 


East Don Trail to the Lower Don Trail making a connection to the Gatineau Corridor 


Trail); the design and implementation of community access points are out of scope.  


However in the final report, Environmental Study Report, the study will make 


recommendations for future potential community access points.  In terms of 


accessibility, the design of the East Don Trail will aim to keep grades below 5% where 


possible.   
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Q: Will there be a connection to the Gatineau Trail?  


A: Yes, there will be a connection to the Gatineau Trail, creating this connection is one 


of the main goals of the project as is stated in our project opportunity/problem 


statement.  Based on existing conditions the EA process identified the Hydro One 


access route as a connection east to Bermondsey Rd. Other potential connections will 


be reviewed in the detailed design stage. 


 


Q: The proposed trail deviates from the existing East Don Trail, does it not? 


A: The proposed East Don Trail will connect to the existing East Don Trail. This is not 


indicated on the map shown on the slide, but a connection will be made through the 


implementation of this proposed trail.  


 


Q: In the south end of the study area is it possible for the proposed trail to cross the 


river to access the Charles Sauriol memorial stone, and to restructure the parking lot to 


be a trail also? 


A: The preferred bridge placement was discussed in the last Phase of the project, 


Phase 2.  It is located just east of that area over Taylor Massey Creek, in an area 


already disturbed where a temporary culvert crossing was located.  This access is the 


most ideal access for Toronto Water maintenance activities and is in an area already 


disturbed.  However, we can look at other options for honouring Charles Sauriol. It 


might be possible to move the memorial or to offer interpretive signage at the south end 


of the trail; these options will be discussed at a later stage.  


 


Q: Presently, there is a parking lot at the Lawrence Avenue access point, but there is no 


parking on Wynford Drive. How will the City provide enough parking for all users? 


A: The project team will look at where there are opportunities for parking and access to 


the trail during the following design phase of this study.  


 


Q: How will this trail prevent alternative trails? Other cases seem to suggest that 


informal trails still get used even when a formal one is constructed.  


A: The continued use of informal trails does happen. However, providing infrastructure 


in the form of formal trails remains a good method to manage informal ones. The City 


tries to direct formal trails away from sensitive areas, but has also identified parts of the 


study area to manage these informal trails.  
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Comment: In my opinion, there has been more and more invasion of the natural area 


over recent years, and this trail project would turn the East Don Valley corridor into a 


sidewalk. I believe there is evidence that multi-use trails are not effective and that 


people cannot relax due to conflicts between different types of users. Taylor Creek Park 


has a roadway of a trail but people continue to use the informal ones for this reason.  


 


Q: When will the trail be completed? 


A: Construction of the trail could begin as early as mid to late 2015. Before construction 


can happen, the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be filed with the Ministry of 


Environment and Climate Change and there will be 30 days for public and agency 


review. If there are no concerns that have not been adequately addressed (Part II 


Order), the City can proceed to implementation. .  


 


Q: Will existing informal trails be affected? 


A: We are aware of the many informal trails in the valley – parts of the study area of this 


EA have been identified as priority areas for management of these informal trails 


(outside of this process).  Management of informal trails can include rerouting or closing 


of these dirt trails. 


 


Comment: I would like to note that the Charles Sauriol memorial could easily be moved 


so that it is along the proposed trail. 


 


Q: What is the cost of this project?  


A: The cost of the trail will be approximately $17 million. Yes, it will be quite expensive 


to build, however it will fill a significant gap in the trail network that will connect 


downtown Toronto to the Rouge Valley to the east. It will be a valuable asset for the 


community and City.  


 


Comment: The cost for the trail is minimal compared to the legacy it will leave for the 


community. 


A: We agree. 
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Q: From a preliminary engineering point of view, what is the chance that the trail will be 


wiped out by floods? 


A: The technical consultant, Aquafor Beech Ltd., did a complete hydrogeological 


assessment as part of the environmental assessment process. Flooding was also 


looked at during both the placement and the evaluation of the trail segments. Generally, 


we have been able to keep the trail out of the 2 or 5 year flood lines.  Flood lines are 


estimates of how high and wide a flood will reach in the valley lands for a typical 2 or 5 


year flood.   


 


Comment: Staying out of the 2 year flood line is not adequate. 


Response: We agree – where possible we are trying to keep it out of the 5 year flood 


line.  


 


Q: Trails are already flooding and there are many strategies trying to prevent that. How 


are all the various projects across the Don Watershed going to be integrated? Is 


everyone talking and working together? 


A: The study is focusing on mitigating flooding and erosion issues before they happen 


for the East Don Trail EA project.  The project team is also aware of the surrounding 


projects and is in contact with representatives for the projects; this is often 


accomplished through Technical Advisory Committee meetings, in which TRCA and 


City staff are part of, including Toronto Water. 


 


Q: Will there be switchbacks to enable access from Wynford Drive? 


A: We are not looking at designing and implementing community access points as part 


of this process. Our scope is to address the main gap in the trail network, which only 


includes the spine trail. We can only make recommendations about other details.  


 


Q: Will the trail be maintained for year-round use? 


A: Presently, there is no winter maintenance planned on this trail.  


 


Q: Why are the aesthetic criteria weighted as heavily as the technical criteria? 


A: When we evaluated the design concepts, we used many criteria. Some of them were 


technical – for example, cost, grades – and some of them were social – for example, 


user experience, aesthetics. We weighted both types of criteria evenly.  We are asking 


members of the public to let us know what they value most (regarding the types of 


criteria) by filling the comment sheets that were provided.  This will assist the project 


team in determining the most appropriate design concepts where the evaluation results 


are close. 
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Q: If you put this trail in place, it will be a commuter route. It looks like the trail is going 


to be a single paved path all the way down. Can there be two separate trails instead? 


One could be for commuters and one for recreational use.  


A: We are proposing a trail that will be 3.5 metres wide, two-directional, multi-use which 


meets accessibility standards. We will not use multiple trails in an effort to minimize this 


project’s impact on the environment.  


 


Q: How will deer populations be affected? 


A: The natural environment is being considered as part of this project. Deer are 


generalists which means they can acclimatize to different environments. In the Humber 


there are deer everywhere despite formal trails. What you may see is a change in when 


the deer use the area, for example the deer may change to a more nocturnal cycle, in 


response to human activity. We don’t expect negative impacts to deer populations as a 


result of this trail, but the times you see the deer may change.  


 








EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 3 
 
BACKGROUND 


 


The City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a study to examine the creation of a multi-use trail system 


within the East Don Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 


network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail 


(at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Lower Don Trail System. The East Don Trail study is being 


carried out in accordance with the requirements of Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 


Assessment (EA). 


 


PROGRESS TO DATE 


 


East Don Trail EA Phase 1 “Problem or Opportunity” and Phase 2 “Alternative Solutions” have been 


completed, and is now in the final stage of Phase 3 “Alternative Design Concepts”. A public meeting was 


held during each phase to provide an opportunity for the public to review materials and provide feedback.  


The final public meeting for the EA process was held on June 24, 2014 and focused on the Alternative 


Design Concepts. During this meeting the preferred Alternative Solution (preferred trail alignment) was 


presented in addition to the Alternative Design Concepts.  Alternative Design Concepts provide a number 


of ways in which a project can be developed and designed for the preferred solution. Members of the 


public had an opportunity to comment on the evaluation and preliminary results of the preferred 


Alternative Design Concepts.  Following the public meeting the preferred Alternative Design Concepts 


were revised and reassessed based on feedback from the Community Liaison Committee (CLC), the 


Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), review agencies, and the general public.  The preferred Alternative 


Design Concept is shown in Figure 1.  A few segments still require utility landowner review and approval, 


including two preliminary preferred level crossings of the Metrolinx/Go Transit owned Bala Subdivision 


rail line.  A safety assessment of these level crossings is currently underway.   


 


NEXT STEPS 


The final step in Phase 3 will be the description of the preferred Design Concept.  This step translates the 


preferred Design Concept into specifics required for detailed design, and will include information on: trail 


design, watercourse crossings, rail line crossings, drainage and stormwater management, utilities, 


easement requirements, construction staging, monitoring and maintenance considerations, preliminary 


cost estimates and necessary permits and approvals.  Additionally the potential environmental effects 


and proposed mitigation measures for the preferred design will be outlined.  This information will be 


presented to the CLC and TAC for feedback, than revised and finalized into the Environmental Study 


Report (ESR).  The ESR will be filed with the Ministry of Environment for a 30 day public review.  


For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca





EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 3 
 
Figure 1: East Don Trail EA Phase 3 results: Alternative Design Concepts considered and the 


Preferred Design Concept selected 
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1 Introduction 
On June 24, 2014 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region Conservation 


Authority (TRCA) hosted the Final Public Event (Event #3) for the East Don Trail 


Environmental Assessment to gather feedback on the design concepts for what the 


preferred trail alignment might look like. Residents and interested individuals were 


invited to view display panels and talk with members of the Project Team. A 


presentation provided an overview of design concepts evaluated which was followed by 


a Question and Answer session. Participants were also encouraged to fill out comment 


forms. Overall, the event was well attended (71 participants signed in). 


 


Prior to the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


2 Communications Received 
Feedback and communications related to the public event were collected and 


documented for this summary report prior to and during the two (2) week comment 


period following the event (ending on July 11, 2014). The summary below includes 


information received from the following sources:  


 Conversation topics between City, TRCA and consultant staff, and Open House 


participants 


 Question and answer session 


 Comment forms received 


 Email and phone correspondence 


All submissions have been acknowledged and documented.  


All communications received from the public during the EA process are made part of the 


public record and shared with the project team on an ongoing basis. 


  







East Don Trail Environmental Assessment  Public Event #3 


Summary Report  Page 3 of 10 


3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of comments received by stakeholders through the various 


communications listed above, have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by 


topic. 


Overall 


The majority of public responses received agreed with the design concept 


recommended for the East Don Trail alignment. There was also some opposition and 


concern regarding potential impacts on the natural environment. The information below 


is a summary of the feedback received and is presented by theme. 


Design Concepts for the Preferred Trail Alignment 


Majority of responses were in agreement with the design concept moving forward into 


the next design phase of the East Don Trail Study. Comments received pertained to: 


 Safety associated with locating the trail near rail lines  


 Support for least number of rail and water crossings required  


 Some requests for use of golf course lands for trail to reduce impact on 


surrounding natural environment 


 Concern regarding placement of trail in flood prone areas 


How you would use the East Don Trail 


Top reasons people would use the East Don Trail (based on number of responses 


received, 1 = most) 


1. To be close to nature and to exercise 


2. Experience solitude/relax and wildlife/bird viewing 


3. Socialize with friends/family 


4. Commute 


5. Dog walking and other 


Most important things to consider during planning and design of East Don 


Trail 


Overall Considerations 


 Most important: Protection of Natural Environment and User Experience and 


Aesthetics 


 Least important: Cost and Maintenance Requirements 
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Natural Environment Considerations 


 Most important: Disturbance to Existing wetlands followed by Existing Native 


Trees 


 Moderately important: Disturbance to existing meadows and habitat edge 


User Experience and Aesthetic Considerations 


 Most important: Provide a natural environment experience 


 Moderately important: Opportunity for trail to run through different landscapes 


and provide access to river or lookout points 


 Steepness of trail was of least importance to the half of the respondents. 


However it was also of most importance to a large number of respondents, 


resulting a split response 


Other Comments 


Accessibility 


 Importance of accessibility for all users  


Community & Recreation 


 Trail perceived as a recreational asset to the community 


Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 


 Concern about impacts to local deer population 


 Concern about scale of project within the ravine system 


 Support for using Flemingdon Golf Course lands for the trail to protect the natural 


environment 


Flemingdon Golf Course 


 Support for minimizing impact on golf course operations 


 Support for using golf course for trail – current use not a natural use within the 


ravine system 


Public Consultation 


 Support for public consultation process undertaken 


 Desire to implement trail as quickly as possible 


Safety 


 Concerns associated with proximity of trail to rail line 


 Concerns with existing encampments within the valley lands 
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Trail Design 


 Consider sight lines at rail and river crossings 


 Aesthetics of infrastructure should be considered (e.g. design of bridges) 


User Experience 


 Provide two trails that run parallel to separate users 


 Concern about impact on existing mountain bike trails 


Other (Out of Scope) 


 Request for repairs and improvements to existing trails 


 Concern regarding steepness of existing access at Wynford Community  


 Support for community connections to trail (e.g., Anewen, Flemingdon, Victoria 


Park, and Wynford) 


 Support for providing connections to adjacent residential streets 


4 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 


addressed 
This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the public event and in 


comment sheets submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be 


addressed through a variety of means including: Frequently Asked Questions that will 


be posted on the project website, project updates, and ongoing correspondence with 


City and TRCA staff.  


 


To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 


www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


  



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail
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5 Questions and Answers 
Maogosha Pyjor, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator with the City of Toronto 


welcomed everyone to the event and explained that there would be a presentation to 


provide an overview of design concepts evaluated for the East Don Trail.  


A Question and Answer session followed the presentation during which the public had 


an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback about the information presented. 


In addition, questions cards were distributed to attendees to write down any questions 


they wanted addressed during this session. The project team grouped questions by 


topic and responded to questions from each of the topics.  The project team included 


staff from the City of Toronto, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), 


and the technical consulting team (Aquafor Beech Ltd.).  


Three (3) City of Toronto councilors (and/or representatives) attended the open house 


including Councillor John Parker, Councillor Janet Davies, and Councillor Denzil 


Minnan-Wong. Councillor Mary Fragadakis sent her regrets but met with the project 


team prior to the event. 


Maogosha Pyjor added that there were comment sheets available for attendees to 


share their input. These forms could be submitted at the registration table after the 


event, or sent to the address provided by July 11, 2014. 


 


Questions and Answers: 


The following is a summary of the key questions and answers received after the 


presentation. 


 


Q: If level crossings were chosen for crossing the rail lines, would trains have to 


whistle? 


A: The project team needs to look at the by-law. If there is a by-law in effect, there will 


be no whistling. The level crossing would be fully signaled, which might also avoid the 


need for whistling to ensure user awareness of oncoming trains.  


 


Q: How will people from the Wynford Concorde community access the trail? Right now 


there are accessibility issues due to steep grades.  


A: The scope of the East Don Trail EA focuses on the main spine trail (from the existing 


East Don Trail to the Lower Don Trail making a connection to the Gatineau Corridor 


Trail); the design and implementation of community access points are out of scope.  


However in the final report, Environmental Study Report, the study will make 


recommendations for future potential community access points.  In terms of 


accessibility, the design of the East Don Trail will aim to keep grades below 5% where 


possible.   
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Q: Will there be a connection to the Gatineau Trail?  


A: Yes, there will be a connection to the Gatineau Trail, creating this connection is one 


of the main goals of the project as is stated in our project opportunity/problem 


statement.  Based on existing conditions the EA process identified the Hydro One 


access route as a connection east to Bermondsey Rd. Other potential connections will 


be reviewed in the detailed design stage. 


 


Q: The proposed trail deviates from the existing East Don Trail, does it not? 


A: The proposed East Don Trail will connect to the existing East Don Trail. This is not 


indicated on the map shown on the slide, but a connection will be made through the 


implementation of this proposed trail.  


 


Q: In the south end of the study area is it possible for the proposed trail to cross the 


river to access the Charles Sauriol memorial stone, and to restructure the parking lot to 


be a trail also? 


A: The preferred bridge placement was discussed in the last Phase of the project, 


Phase 2.  It is located just east of that area over Taylor Massey Creek, in an area 


already disturbed where a temporary culvert crossing was located.  This access is the 


most ideal access for Toronto Water maintenance activities and is in an area already 


disturbed.  However, we can look at other options for honouring Charles Sauriol. It 


might be possible to move the memorial or to offer interpretive signage at the south end 


of the trail; these options will be discussed at a later stage.  


 


Q: Presently, there is a parking lot at the Lawrence Avenue access point, but there is no 


parking on Wynford Drive. How will the City provide enough parking for all users? 


A: The project team will look at where there are opportunities for parking and access to 


the trail during the following design phase of this study.  


 


Q: How will this trail prevent alternative trails? Other cases seem to suggest that 


informal trails still get used even when a formal one is constructed.  


A: The continued use of informal trails does happen. However, providing infrastructure 


in the form of formal trails remains a good method to manage informal ones. The City 


tries to direct formal trails away from sensitive areas, but has also identified parts of the 


study area to manage these informal trails.  
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Comment: In my opinion, there has been more and more invasion of the natural area 


over recent years, and this trail project would turn the East Don Valley corridor into a 


sidewalk. I believe there is evidence that multi-use trails are not effective and that 


people cannot relax due to conflicts between different types of users. Taylor Creek Park 


has a roadway of a trail but people continue to use the informal ones for this reason.  


 


Q: When will the trail be completed? 


A: Construction of the trail could begin as early as mid to late 2015. Before construction 


can happen, the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be filed with the Ministry of 


Environment and Climate Change and there will be 30 days for public and agency 


review. If there are no concerns that have not been adequately addressed (Part II 


Order), the City can proceed to implementation. .  


 


Q: Will existing informal trails be affected? 


A: We are aware of the many informal trails in the valley – parts of the study area of this 


EA have been identified as priority areas for management of these informal trails 


(outside of this process).  Management of informal trails can include rerouting or closing 


of these dirt trails. 


 


Comment: I would like to note that the Charles Sauriol memorial could easily be moved 


so that it is along the proposed trail. 


 


Q: What is the cost of this project?  


A: The cost of the trail will be approximately $17 million. Yes, it will be quite expensive 


to build, however it will fill a significant gap in the trail network that will connect 


downtown Toronto to the Rouge Valley to the east. It will be a valuable asset for the 


community and City.  


 


Comment: The cost for the trail is minimal compared to the legacy it will leave for the 


community. 


A: We agree. 
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Q: From a preliminary engineering point of view, what is the chance that the trail will be 


wiped out by floods? 


A: The technical consultant, Aquafor Beech Ltd., did a complete hydrogeological 


assessment as part of the environmental assessment process. Flooding was also 


looked at during both the placement and the evaluation of the trail segments. Generally, 


we have been able to keep the trail out of the 2 or 5 year flood lines.  Flood lines are 


estimates of how high and wide a flood will reach in the valley lands for a typical 2 or 5 


year flood.   


 


Comment: Staying out of the 2 year flood line is not adequate. 


Response: We agree – where possible we are trying to keep it out of the 5 year flood 


line.  


 


Q: Trails are already flooding and there are many strategies trying to prevent that. How 


are all the various projects across the Don Watershed going to be integrated? Is 


everyone talking and working together? 


A: The study is focusing on mitigating flooding and erosion issues before they happen 


for the East Don Trail EA project.  The project team is also aware of the surrounding 


projects and is in contact with representatives for the projects; this is often 


accomplished through Technical Advisory Committee meetings, in which TRCA and 


City staff are part of, including Toronto Water. 


 


Q: Will there be switchbacks to enable access from Wynford Drive? 


A: We are not looking at designing and implementing community access points as part 


of this process. Our scope is to address the main gap in the trail network, which only 


includes the spine trail. We can only make recommendations about other details.  


 


Q: Will the trail be maintained for year-round use? 


A: Presently, there is no winter maintenance planned on this trail.  


 


Q: Why are the aesthetic criteria weighted as heavily as the technical criteria? 


A: When we evaluated the design concepts, we used many criteria. Some of them were 


technical – for example, cost, grades – and some of them were social – for example, 


user experience, aesthetics. We weighted both types of criteria evenly.  We are asking 


members of the public to let us know what they value most (regarding the types of 


criteria) by filling the comment sheets that were provided.  This will assist the project 


team in determining the most appropriate design concepts where the evaluation results 


are close. 
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Q: If you put this trail in place, it will be a commuter route. It looks like the trail is going 


to be a single paved path all the way down. Can there be two separate trails instead? 


One could be for commuters and one for recreational use.  


A: We are proposing a trail that will be 3.5 metres wide, two-directional, multi-use which 


meets accessibility standards. We will not use multiple trails in an effort to minimize this 


project’s impact on the environment.  


 


Q: How will deer populations be affected? 


A: The natural environment is being considered as part of this project. Deer are 


generalists which means they can acclimatize to different environments. In the Humber 


there are deer everywhere despite formal trails. What you may see is a change in when 


the deer use the area, for example the deer may change to a more nocturnal cycle, in 


response to human activity. We don’t expect negative impacts to deer populations as a 


result of this trail, but the times you see the deer may change.  


 







EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 3 
 
BACKGROUND 

 

The City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a study to examine the creation of a multi-use trail system 

within the East Don Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail 

network, joining the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail 

(at approximately Bermondsey Rd), and the Lower Don Trail System. The East Don Trail study is being 

carried out in accordance with the requirements of Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 

Assessment (EA). 

 

PROGRESS TO DATE 

 

East Don Trail EA Phase 1 “Problem or Opportunity” and Phase 2 “Alternative Solutions” have been 

completed, and is now in the final stage of Phase 3 “Alternative Design Concepts”. A public meeting was 

held during each phase to provide an opportunity for the public to review materials and provide feedback.  

The final public meeting for the EA process was held on June 24, 2014 and focused on the Alternative 

Design Concepts. During this meeting the preferred Alternative Solution (preferred trail alignment) was 

presented in addition to the Alternative Design Concepts.  Alternative Design Concepts provide a number 

of ways in which a project can be developed and designed for the preferred solution. Members of the 

public had an opportunity to comment on the evaluation and preliminary results of the preferred 

Alternative Design Concepts.  Following the public meeting the preferred Alternative Design Concepts 

were revised and reassessed based on feedback from the Community Liaison Committee (CLC), the 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), review agencies, and the general public.  The preferred Alternative 

Design Concept is shown in Figure 1.  A few segments still require utility landowner review and approval, 

including two preliminary preferred level crossings of the Metrolinx/Go Transit owned Bala Subdivision 

rail line.  A safety assessment of these level crossings is currently underway.   

 

NEXT STEPS 

The final step in Phase 3 will be the description of the preferred Design Concept.  This step translates the 

preferred Design Concept into specifics required for detailed design, and will include information on: trail 

design, watercourse crossings, rail line crossings, drainage and stormwater management, utilities, 

easement requirements, construction staging, monitoring and maintenance considerations, preliminary 

cost estimates and necessary permits and approvals.  Additionally the potential environmental effects 

and proposed mitigation measures for the preferred design will be outlined.  This information will be 

presented to the CLC and TAC for feedback, than revised and finalized into the Environmental Study 

Report (ESR).  The ESR will be filed with the Ministry of Environment for a 30 day public review.  

For more information, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 

Or Contact: 

Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 

http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail
mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca


EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Phase 3 
 
Figure 1: East Don Trail EA Phase 3 results: Alternative Design Concepts considered and the 

Preferred Design Concept selected 
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1 Introduction 
On June 24, 2014 the City of Toronto (the City) and Toronto and Region Conservation 

Authority (TRCA) hosted the Final Public Event (Event #3) for the East Don Trail 

Environmental Assessment to gather feedback on the design concepts for what the 

preferred trail alignment might look like. Residents and interested individuals were 

invited to view display panels and talk with members of the Project Team. A 

presentation provided an overview of design concepts evaluated which was followed by 

a Question and Answer session. Participants were also encouraged to fill out comment 

forms. Overall, the event was well attended (71 participants signed in). 

 

Prior to the event, the display panels were made available on the project web page: 

www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 

2 Communications Received 
Feedback and communications related to the public event were collected and 

documented for this summary report prior to and during the two (2) week comment 

period following the event (ending on July 11, 2014). The summary below includes 

information received from the following sources:  

 Conversation topics between City, TRCA and consultant staff, and Open House 

participants 

 Question and answer session 

 Comment forms received 

 Email and phone correspondence 

All submissions have been acknowledged and documented.  

All communications received from the public during the EA process are made part of the 

public record and shared with the project team on an ongoing basis. 
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3 Key Comments and Ideas Expressed 
Below is a summary of comments received by stakeholders through the various 

communications listed above, have been amalgamated, summarized, and organized by 

topic. 

Overall 

The majority of public responses received agreed with the design concept 

recommended for the East Don Trail alignment. There was also some opposition and 

concern regarding potential impacts on the natural environment. The information below 

is a summary of the feedback received and is presented by theme. 

Design Concepts for the Preferred Trail Alignment 

Majority of responses were in agreement with the design concept moving forward into 

the next design phase of the East Don Trail Study. Comments received pertained to: 

 Safety associated with locating the trail near rail lines  

 Support for least number of rail and water crossings required  

 Some requests for use of golf course lands for trail to reduce impact on 

surrounding natural environment 

 Concern regarding placement of trail in flood prone areas 

How you would use the East Don Trail 

Top reasons people would use the East Don Trail (based on number of responses 

received, 1 = most) 

1. To be close to nature and to exercise 

2. Experience solitude/relax and wildlife/bird viewing 

3. Socialize with friends/family 

4. Commute 

5. Dog walking and other 

Most important things to consider during planning and design of East Don 

Trail 

Overall Considerations 

 Most important: Protection of Natural Environment and User Experience and 

Aesthetics 

 Least important: Cost and Maintenance Requirements 
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Natural Environment Considerations 

 Most important: Disturbance to Existing wetlands followed by Existing Native 

Trees 

 Moderately important: Disturbance to existing meadows and habitat edge 

User Experience and Aesthetic Considerations 

 Most important: Provide a natural environment experience 

 Moderately important: Opportunity for trail to run through different landscapes 

and provide access to river or lookout points 

 Steepness of trail was of least importance to the half of the respondents. 

However it was also of most importance to a large number of respondents, 

resulting a split response 

Other Comments 

Accessibility 

 Importance of accessibility for all users  

Community & Recreation 

 Trail perceived as a recreational asset to the community 

Environmental Impacts/Aesthetics 

 Concern about impacts to local deer population 

 Concern about scale of project within the ravine system 

 Support for using Flemingdon Golf Course lands for the trail to protect the natural 

environment 

Flemingdon Golf Course 

 Support for minimizing impact on golf course operations 

 Support for using golf course for trail – current use not a natural use within the 

ravine system 

Public Consultation 

 Support for public consultation process undertaken 

 Desire to implement trail as quickly as possible 

Safety 

 Concerns associated with proximity of trail to rail line 

 Concerns with existing encampments within the valley lands 
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Trail Design 

 Consider sight lines at rail and river crossings 

 Aesthetics of infrastructure should be considered (e.g. design of bridges) 

User Experience 

 Provide two trails that run parallel to separate users 

 Concern about impact on existing mountain bike trails 

Other (Out of Scope) 

 Request for repairs and improvements to existing trails 

 Concern regarding steepness of existing access at Wynford Community  

 Support for community connections to trail (e.g., Anewen, Flemingdon, Victoria 

Park, and Wynford) 

 Support for providing connections to adjacent residential streets 

4 Going Forward – How Key Comments will be 

addressed 
This list above provides a summary of what was heard during the public event and in 

comment sheets submitted during the comment period. These key comments will be 

addressed through a variety of means including: Frequently Asked Questions that will 

be posted on the project website, project updates, and ongoing correspondence with 

City and TRCA staff.  

 

To stay informed about the East Don Trail Project, please visit the project website at: 

www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 

  

http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail
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5 Questions and Answers 
Maogosha Pyjor, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator with the City of Toronto 

welcomed everyone to the event and explained that there would be a presentation to 

provide an overview of design concepts evaluated for the East Don Trail.  

A Question and Answer session followed the presentation during which the public had 

an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback about the information presented. 

In addition, questions cards were distributed to attendees to write down any questions 

they wanted addressed during this session. The project team grouped questions by 

topic and responded to questions from each of the topics.  The project team included 

staff from the City of Toronto, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), 

and the technical consulting team (Aquafor Beech Ltd.).  

Three (3) City of Toronto councilors (and/or representatives) attended the open house 

including Councillor John Parker, Councillor Janet Davies, and Councillor Denzil 

Minnan-Wong. Councillor Mary Fragadakis sent her regrets but met with the project 

team prior to the event. 

Maogosha Pyjor added that there were comment sheets available for attendees to 

share their input. These forms could be submitted at the registration table after the 

event, or sent to the address provided by July 11, 2014. 

 

Questions and Answers: 

The following is a summary of the key questions and answers received after the 

presentation. 

 

Q: If level crossings were chosen for crossing the rail lines, would trains have to 

whistle? 

A: The project team needs to look at the by-law. If there is a by-law in effect, there will 

be no whistling. The level crossing would be fully signaled, which might also avoid the 

need for whistling to ensure user awareness of oncoming trains.  

 

Q: How will people from the Wynford Concorde community access the trail? Right now 

there are accessibility issues due to steep grades.  

A: The scope of the East Don Trail EA focuses on the main spine trail (from the existing 

East Don Trail to the Lower Don Trail making a connection to the Gatineau Corridor 

Trail); the design and implementation of community access points are out of scope.  

However in the final report, Environmental Study Report, the study will make 

recommendations for future potential community access points.  In terms of 

accessibility, the design of the East Don Trail will aim to keep grades below 5% where 

possible.   
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Q: Will there be a connection to the Gatineau Trail?  

A: Yes, there will be a connection to the Gatineau Trail, creating this connection is one 

of the main goals of the project as is stated in our project opportunity/problem 

statement.  Based on existing conditions the EA process identified the Hydro One 

access route as a connection east to Bermondsey Rd. Other potential connections will 

be reviewed in the detailed design stage. 

 

Q: The proposed trail deviates from the existing East Don Trail, does it not? 

A: The proposed East Don Trail will connect to the existing East Don Trail. This is not 

indicated on the map shown on the slide, but a connection will be made through the 

implementation of this proposed trail.  

 

Q: In the south end of the study area is it possible for the proposed trail to cross the 

river to access the Charles Sauriol memorial stone, and to restructure the parking lot to 

be a trail also? 

A: The preferred bridge placement was discussed in the last Phase of the project, 

Phase 2.  It is located just east of that area over Taylor Massey Creek, in an area 

already disturbed where a temporary culvert crossing was located.  This access is the 

most ideal access for Toronto Water maintenance activities and is in an area already 

disturbed.  However, we can look at other options for honouring Charles Sauriol. It 

might be possible to move the memorial or to offer interpretive signage at the south end 

of the trail; these options will be discussed at a later stage.  

 

Q: Presently, there is a parking lot at the Lawrence Avenue access point, but there is no 

parking on Wynford Drive. How will the City provide enough parking for all users? 

A: The project team will look at where there are opportunities for parking and access to 

the trail during the following design phase of this study.  

 

Q: How will this trail prevent alternative trails? Other cases seem to suggest that 

informal trails still get used even when a formal one is constructed.  

A: The continued use of informal trails does happen. However, providing infrastructure 

in the form of formal trails remains a good method to manage informal ones. The City 

tries to direct formal trails away from sensitive areas, but has also identified parts of the 

study area to manage these informal trails.  
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Comment: In my opinion, there has been more and more invasion of the natural area 

over recent years, and this trail project would turn the East Don Valley corridor into a 

sidewalk. I believe there is evidence that multi-use trails are not effective and that 

people cannot relax due to conflicts between different types of users. Taylor Creek Park 

has a roadway of a trail but people continue to use the informal ones for this reason.  

 

Q: When will the trail be completed? 

A: Construction of the trail could begin as early as mid to late 2015. Before construction 

can happen, the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be filed with the Ministry of 

Environment and Climate Change and there will be 30 days for public and agency 

review. If there are no concerns that have not been adequately addressed (Part II 

Order), the City can proceed to implementation. .  

 

Q: Will existing informal trails be affected? 

A: We are aware of the many informal trails in the valley – parts of the study area of this 

EA have been identified as priority areas for management of these informal trails 

(outside of this process).  Management of informal trails can include rerouting or closing 

of these dirt trails. 

 

Comment: I would like to note that the Charles Sauriol memorial could easily be moved 

so that it is along the proposed trail. 

 

Q: What is the cost of this project?  

A: The cost of the trail will be approximately $17 million. Yes, it will be quite expensive 

to build, however it will fill a significant gap in the trail network that will connect 

downtown Toronto to the Rouge Valley to the east. It will be a valuable asset for the 

community and City.  

 

Comment: The cost for the trail is minimal compared to the legacy it will leave for the 

community. 

A: We agree. 
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Q: From a preliminary engineering point of view, what is the chance that the trail will be 

wiped out by floods? 

A: The technical consultant, Aquafor Beech Ltd., did a complete hydrogeological 

assessment as part of the environmental assessment process. Flooding was also 

looked at during both the placement and the evaluation of the trail segments. Generally, 

we have been able to keep the trail out of the 2 or 5 year flood lines.  Flood lines are 

estimates of how high and wide a flood will reach in the valley lands for a typical 2 or 5 

year flood.   

 

Comment: Staying out of the 2 year flood line is not adequate. 

Response: We agree – where possible we are trying to keep it out of the 5 year flood 

line.  

 

Q: Trails are already flooding and there are many strategies trying to prevent that. How 

are all the various projects across the Don Watershed going to be integrated? Is 

everyone talking and working together? 

A: The study is focusing on mitigating flooding and erosion issues before they happen 

for the East Don Trail EA project.  The project team is also aware of the surrounding 

projects and is in contact with representatives for the projects; this is often 

accomplished through Technical Advisory Committee meetings, in which TRCA and 

City staff are part of, including Toronto Water. 

 

Q: Will there be switchbacks to enable access from Wynford Drive? 

A: We are not looking at designing and implementing community access points as part 

of this process. Our scope is to address the main gap in the trail network, which only 

includes the spine trail. We can only make recommendations about other details.  

 

Q: Will the trail be maintained for year-round use? 

A: Presently, there is no winter maintenance planned on this trail.  

 

Q: Why are the aesthetic criteria weighted as heavily as the technical criteria? 

A: When we evaluated the design concepts, we used many criteria. Some of them were 

technical – for example, cost, grades – and some of them were social – for example, 

user experience, aesthetics. We weighted both types of criteria evenly.  We are asking 

members of the public to let us know what they value most (regarding the types of 

criteria) by filling the comment sheets that were provided.  This will assist the project 

team in determining the most appropriate design concepts where the evaluation results 

are close. 
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Q: If you put this trail in place, it will be a commuter route. It looks like the trail is going 

to be a single paved path all the way down. Can there be two separate trails instead? 

One could be for commuters and one for recreational use.  

A: We are proposing a trail that will be 3.5 metres wide, two-directional, multi-use which 

meets accessibility standards. We will not use multiple trails in an effort to minimize this 

project’s impact on the environment.  

 

Q: How will deer populations be affected? 

A: The natural environment is being considered as part of this project. Deer are 

generalists which means they can acclimatize to different environments. In the Humber 

there are deer everywhere despite formal trails. What you may see is a change in when 

the deer use the area, for example the deer may change to a more nocturnal cycle, in 

response to human activity. We don’t expect negative impacts to deer populations as a 

result of this trail, but the times you see the deer may change.  

 



From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: Councillor Davis; councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca;

councillor_parker@toronto.ca
Cc: Adele Freeman; bmcewen@toronto.ca; degan@toronto.ca; mpyjor@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca;

ivelshi@toronto.ca; Jay Thiessen; Lia Brewer; mwilson5@toronto.ca; jhenry3@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Field Work
Date: 10/22/2014 02:57 PM
Attachments: East Don TrailEA_FieldWork_UpdateCouncillor.pdf

Hello

As you are aware the City of Toronto and the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA) are currently conducting an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
East Don Trail.  Prior to finalizing this project some field work will be undertaken,
including a Stage 2 Archeological Assessment and Geotechnical investigations.  

The Stage 2 Archeological Assessment is schedule to start this week and will be
completed in phases starting in the south end of the study area, from the forks of
the Don River (the Don Mills entrance to Taylor Creek Park) towards the Gatineau
Hydro Corridor.  Further details on the assessment is attached.

The Geotechnical investigations have not been schedule yet, but are anticipated to
commence prior to the end of this year, a separate notice will be issued at that
time.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions.

Thank you

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING, STORING OR FORWARDING THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
Thank you."
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EAST DON TRAIL EA 
UPDATE: Notice of Field Work  
 
 


BACKGROUND 


The City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) to study options for a multi-use trail system within the East Don Corridor. The 
proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail network, joining the existing East 
Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail, and the Lower Don Trail 
System. As part of the information gathering for the EA, field work has been taking place in the study 
area since early 2013 and will continue into 2015. 
 


ARCHAEOLGOICAL ASSESSMENT 


From late October to December of this year, a Stage 2 archaeological assessment will be 
undertaken by TRCA for the preferred trail route within the East Don Corridor. The assessment will 
be completed to assist in determining if artifacts or archaeological sites are located along the 
preferred trail route, and to make recommendations about whether or not further assessment of the 
project area is required. 
 
The investigation will include shovel testing that involves the hand excavation of 30cm by 30cm test 
pits down to approximately 30cm, with test pits located on a 5m grid along the preferred trail route.  
All soil from each test pit is screened through 6mm mesh, during which archaeologists inspect the 
soil for artifacts.  All test pits will be back-filled to the surface level.  Test pits will be performed on 
property owned by the City of Toronto or TRCA at this time. 
 


In order to complete this work, archaeologists will be present within the East Don valley lands.  They 
will be carrying equipment (screens and shovels) that will be used for excavating the test pits.  No 
trails will be closed as a result of this assessment. 
 


NEXT STEPS 


Before the end of the 2014, an engineering firm will be on site completing a geotechnical 
assessment to gather information about subsurface soil and groundwater conditions.  This 
investigation will include a number of boreholes and soil samples at various locations along the 
preferred trail route.  A notice of field work will be issued prior to commencing work. 
 
The project team is currently finalizing the Environmental Study Report (ESR).  The ESR documents 
the project activities, correspondence and decision-making process up to and including Phase 4 of 
the five phase EA process (Phase 5 involves implementation).  This report will be filed with the 
Ministry of Environment for a 30 day public review.  
 
For further information on the East Don Trail EA visit: http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
mpyjor@toronto.ca 
Tel: 416-338-2850,  
 



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca
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assessment to gather information about subsurface soil and groundwater conditions.  This 
investigation will include a number of boreholes and soil samples at various locations along the 
preferred trail route.  A notice of field work will be issued prior to commencing work. 
 
The project team is currently finalizing the Environmental Study Report (ESR).  The ESR documents 
the project activities, correspondence and decision-making process up to and including Phase 4 of 
the five phase EA process (Phase 5 involves implementation).  This report will be filed with the 
Ministry of Environment for a 30 day public review.  
 
For further information on the East Don Trail EA visit: http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Tkaczuk, Project Manager, TRCA 
vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
mpyjor@toronto.ca 
Tel: 416-338-2850,  
 



http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca
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the project activities, correspondence and decision-making process up to and including Phase 4 of 
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http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail
mailto:vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca


From: Violetta Tkaczuk
To: Adam Howell
Cc: Councillor Minnan-Wong; Natalie Seniuk; Maogosha Pyjor
Subject: Re: East Don Trail Consultation
Date: 10/09/2014 11:00 AM
Attachments: East Don Trail EA_Summary Aboriginal Engagement.pdf

Hello Adam 

Maogosha forwarded your email concerning the resident interested in the Aboriginal
consultation for the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA), and their concern
about a potential aboriginal burial ground in the Don Valley.

For the East Don Trail EA the project is being completed by the City of Toronto and the
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), as part of the project team a staff
member from the TRCA’s Archaeology Resource Management Services (ARMS) group has
been involved in the project from the beginning.  Throughout the project the ARMS group
has been responsible for ensuring that the project did not impact any Aboriginal
communities established or asserted rights and interest in the Study Area through direct
engagement (including notification update letters, telephone calls and meetings).  I have
attached a document which provides a summary of the aboriginal engagement
undertaken for the East Don Trail.

A Stage 1 Archeological Assessment was completed for the East Don Trail EA  and did
not identify any known burials within the study area.  The Stage 1 has thoroughly
researched the study area for the following: historical overview, archaeological context
(including known archaeological sites and previous archaeological and heritage
assessments), and the built heritage context.  In addition, to ensure that the East Don
Trail does not impact any potential unknown sites a Stage 2 Archeological Assessment
will be undertaken (to begin this Fall).  A Stage 2 includes on the ground field work by
qualified Archaeologists (investigating equally spaced plots of land along the entire trail
route), to identify any unknown archaeological resources and a report is sent to the
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport.  The Stage 2 will be able to determine if an
unknown burial grounds are located within the Study Area (in the area the trail will be
placed).  If any burials are identified they will be excluded from the project area (i.e. the
study area would need to change), and no trails would disturb their location.  

If your resident does have any further information about a potential burial ground, we
encourage them to please get in touch with us to share his research and information, as
this information is currently not know by the project team.

If you or your resident would like a copy of the full record of aboriginal engagement
(emails, notifications, meetings, etc.) that can be made available (not included as it is
~170 pages long).  This record will also form part of the final EA report which will be
filed and placed on a 30day public review.  

If you have any further questions about the East Don Trail EA please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Thank you

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

mailto:CN=Violetta Tkaczuk/O=TRCA
mailto:ahowell3@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca
mailto:NSeniuk@trca.on.ca
mailto:mpyjor@toronto.ca



EAST DON TRAIL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
SUMMARY OF ABORIGINAL ENGAGEMENT AND ARCHAEOLOGY NEXT STEPS 


October 9, 2014 
 
 
SUMMARY 
Prior to the delivery of any notifications, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada 
(AANDC) and the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs (MAA) were contacted for advice and information 
on the Aboriginal communities that should be contacted during the Aboriginal Engagement 
process.  Additional Aboriginal community contact lists were also considered, including the 
lists held by the City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) 
Communities that were contacted had established or asserted rights and interests in the Study 
Area, and are listed below.   
 
 Beausoleil First Nation 
 Chippewas of Georgina Island First 


Nation 
 Chippewas of Rama-Mnjikaning First 


Nation 
 Conseil de la Nation Huronne-Wendat 
 Coordinator of the Williams Treaty First 


Nations 
 Curve Lake First Nation 
 Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs 


Council via Haudenosaunee 
Development Institute 


 Hiawatha First Nation 
 Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation 
 Metis Nation of Ontario 
 Mississaugas of Alderville First Nation 
 Mississaugas of the New Credit First 


Nation 
 Mississaugas of Scugog Island First 


Nation 
 Moose Deer Point First Nation 
 Six Nations of the Grand River


A notification letter was sent on February 20, 2013 to the identified First Nations and Metis 
communities to inform them of the initiation of the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment.  
Any interested communities were invited to contact Margie Kenedy, Archaeologist at TRCA.  
Enclosed with the notification letter was a study area map, the project brief, a public 
information sheet, and the EA milestone schedule.   
 
Limited responses were received, so TRCA conducted follow up phone calls or emails with the 
communities who did not respond on March 13, 2013 to ensure each community received the 
notification package, and to answer any questions that could help evaluate interest in the 
project.  A number or communities were reached who indicated their communities had no 
current concerns with the project, and requested regular updates.  One meeting was 
conducted during this initial phase of the project with the Conseil de la Nation Huronne-
Wendat, during which an update to the community was provided by the Project Manager.   
 
Project updates were sent to the identified Aboriginal communities at key milestone points 
throughout the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment.  For each update, a request was 
made to each community to review and provide comment on the provided material, and to 
identify to TRCA any concerns or questions about each given stage of the Environmental 
Assessment.  In addition to indicating no current concerns with the project, a number of 
communities requested continued project updates, notification upon the identification of any 
archaeological sites or burials, that an archaeological monitor be present if any archaeological 







sites are identified, and notification of any environmental impacts.  In total, approximately 20-30 
follow up phone calls and numerous emails have been conducted throughout the course of 
this Environmental Assessment.  A description of the project updates follows below.  A 
complete record of the Aboriginal Engagement conducted as part of this Environmental 
Assessment is available upon request. 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT UPDATES 
Circulated on September 3, 2013, Project Update #1 included an update letter to the 
community, the Alternatives To, a description of the Alternative Trail Alignments, the proposed 
evaluation criteria for the Alternative Trail Alignments, and a public event flyer. 
 
Circulated on December 17, 2013, Project Update #2 included an update letter to community, 
the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment report, the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
Letter of Entry into Public Register, the Draft Baseline Environmental Inventory, and the 
Evaluation of the Alternative Trail Alignments. 
 
Circulated on May 5, 2014, Project Update #3 included an update letter to community, the 
revised Alternative Trail Alignments, selection of the preferred Trail Alignment, and project next 
steps. 
 
Circulated on September 8, 2014, Project Update #4 included an update letter to community, 
the Preferred Alternative and selection of the Preferred Design, and project next steps. 
 
Additional notifications to the identified Aboriginal communities are scheduled throughout the 
remainder of the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment. 
 
 
ARCHAEOLOGY 
A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was completed for this project, and did not identify any 
known burials within the study area.  If your resident does have any further information about a 
potential burial ground, we encourage them to please get in touch with us to share his research 
and information, as this information is currently not know by the project team.  Should any 
burials be identified, they will be excluded from the project area, and no trails will disturbed 
their location. 
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notification package, and to answer any questions that could help evaluate interest in the 
project.  A number or communities were reached who indicated their communities had no 
current concerns with the project, and requested regular updates.  One meeting was 
conducted during this initial phase of the project with the Conseil de la Nation Huronne-
Wendat, during which an update to the community was provided by the Project Manager.   
 
Project updates were sent to the identified Aboriginal communities at key milestone points 
throughout the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment.  For each update, a request was 
made to each community to review and provide comment on the provided material, and to 
identify to TRCA any concerns or questions about each given stage of the Environmental 
Assessment.  In addition to indicating no current concerns with the project, a number of 
communities requested continued project updates, notification upon the identification of any 
archaeological sites or burials, that an archaeological monitor be present if any archaeological 







sites are identified, and notification of any environmental impacts.  In total, approximately 20-30 
follow up phone calls and numerous emails have been conducted throughout the course of 
this Environmental Assessment.  A description of the project updates follows below.  A 
complete record of the Aboriginal Engagement conducted as part of this Environmental 
Assessment is available upon request. 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT UPDATES 
Circulated on September 3, 2013, Project Update #1 included an update letter to the 
community, the Alternatives To, a description of the Alternative Trail Alignments, the proposed 
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Letter of Entry into Public Register, the Draft Baseline Environmental Inventory, and the 
Evaluation of the Alternative Trail Alignments. 
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ARCHAEOLOGY 
A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was completed for this project, and did not identify any 
known burials within the study area.  If your resident does have any further information about a 
potential burial ground, we encourage them to please get in touch with us to share his research 
and information, as this information is currently not know by the project team.  Should any 
burials be identified, they will be excluded from the project area, and no trails will disturbed 
their location. 
 
 







Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview,
ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277
| * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

▼ "Maogosha Pyjor" ---10/08/2014 11:42:27 AM---Hi Adam,

From:    "Maogosha Pyjor" <mpyjor@toronto.ca>
To:    "Adam Howell" <ahowell3@toronto.ca>, 
Cc:    "Councillor Minnan-Wong" <councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca>,
"Natalie Seniuk" <NSeniuk@trca.on.ca>, "Violetta Tkaczuk"
<VTkaczuk@trca.on.ca>
Date:    10/08/2014 11:42 AM
Subject:    Re: East Don Trail Consultation

Hi Adam,

 
I've copied my colleagues at the TRCA are leading the Aboriginal and Metis
engagement for this study. Please expect a response shortly.

 
Kind Regards,
Maogosha
8-2850

>>> Adam Howell 10/07/2014 11:56 AM >>>
Hello Maogosha,

 
We have had a phone call from a city resident who reported that he does not
feel that the consultations for the East Don Trail were sufficient, and
expressed to us that there was no consultation with Native Groups. He
expressed that there may be aboriginal burial grounds in the Don Valley and
that the bike trail is not appropriate to run through this land.

 
Can you advise on all consultation on the subject of native town sites/burial
grounds/sacred territories that may have been in the vicinity of the bike path
in the Don Valley and what action was taken to ensure that such sites are not
impacted by the installation of the path.

 
This is quite urgent as I have to advise the Councillor ahead of a meeting with
the resident.

 



Thanks,

 
Adam Howell

 

 

 
Adam Howell
Constituency Assistant
Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong
Ward 34, Don Valley East
Ph: 416-397-4126

 
Visit us at ward34.com
Send us your comments or stay in touch with Councillor Minnan-Wong
by joining his email list [here]

"*PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING, STORING OR FORWARDING THIS MESSAGE*

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Confidentiality Notice:
The information contained in this communication including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for use of
the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the sender and delete it permanently
from your computer system.
Thank you."

http://www.ward34.com/contact-form
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ARCHAEOLOGY 
A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was completed for this project, and did not identify any 
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From: Vanessa Rose
To: Violetta Tkaczuk
Cc: Councillor Burnside
Subject: Re: East Don Trail Environmental Assessment
Date: 12/18/2014 03:37 PM

You are amazing!
 
Look forward to seeing you in the New Year - Happy Holidays!
 
Cheers,
Vanessa 

 
Vanessa Rose
Executive Assistant
Councillor Jon Burnside | Ward 26-Don Valley West
Toronto City Hall | 100 Queen Street West Toronto, ON M5H 2N2
T: 416-338-3283
>>> Violetta Tkaczuk <VTkaczuk@TRCA.on.ca> 2014-12-18 3:33 PM >>>
Hello Vanessa 

I have pulled together the project updates that were issued to the Councillors, they can be accessed via

this Dropbox link:   
If you have any issues with the Dropbox link please let me know. 

In the Dropbox link I have organized the updates into folders, the folder names include a numerical

order for when they were sent, the project phase/purpose of update, and date.  Each folder will contain

a copy of the email sent and all associated attachments.   

As for a meeting, it will have to be in the new year as my last day in the office for two weeks is today.  I

will be in touch with you the first week in January to arrange a suitable meeting time. 

Also I have included a list of the East Don Trail EA Community Liaison Committee (CLC) members from

Ward 26 below.  In total the East Don Trail hosted 7 CLC meetings at key stages of the project (minutes

and presentations from each meeting can be found on the project webpage). 
Details Name Organization

Wynford Concorde Residents Group

Wynford Concorde Residents Group

Resident, alternate Flemingdon Health Centre

Flemingdon Health Centre

Please let me know if you have any other questions. 

Thank you; 

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, ON, M3N 1S4|

( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277 | * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca



From:        "Vanessa Rose" <Vanessa.Rose@toronto.ca> 
To:        "Violetta Tkaczuk" <VTkaczuk@TRCA.on.ca>, 
Cc:        "Douglas Jones" <djonesb@toronto.ca>, "Kevin Lemkay" <Kevin.Lemkay@toronto.ca>, "Scott Laver" <laver@toronto.ca>,

"Wendy Strickland" <wstrick@toronto.ca> 
Date:        12/17/2014 04:27 PM 
Subject:        Re: East Don Trail Environmental Assessment 

Hi Violetta, 
  
Many thanks for the update. Please send along the project updates - no files were left for
us in the turn over from Councillor Parker, so the information will be helpful. We appreciate
your offer! 
  
The Councillor would be pleased to meet with you - many Wynford / Concorde residents
have expressed interest in the project. 
  
Cheers, 
Vanessa 

  
Vanessa Rose 
Executive Assistant 
Councillor Jon Burnside | Ward 26-Don Valley West 
Toronto City Hall | 100 Queen Street West Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
T: 416-338-3283 
>>> Violetta Tkaczuk <VTkaczuk@TRCA.on.ca> 2014-12-17 10:48 AM >>>
Hello Vanessa 

As Wendy mentioned in her email below the City of Toronto and the Toronto Region Conservation

Authority (TRCA) are nearing completion of an Environmental Assessment (EA) to facilitate the

construction of the East Don Trail from the existing East Don Trail to the Lower Don Trail, while also

making a connection to the Gatineau Corridor Trail.  Please find attached a summary of the project

which outlines the purpose, the project phases, the progress, and includes maps of the study area and

the final alignment as determined by the EA process. 

Striving for accessibility for all users has been a pivotal objective of the East Don Trail EA.  One way in

which the project has done this is by considering the grades of the trail at each phase of the project,

routing the trail in areas where grade changes are minimal, and where grade changes are necessary

aiming for grades of less than 5% (where feasible).   

Consultation throughout the EA process has been a priority for this project and has included consultation

with interested community members/groups through a Community Liaison Committee (CLC),

correspondence and regular updates with councillors whose wards are located within the study area,

and Public Events (see summary for further information on consultation). 

As I mentioned above, we are near the end of the EA process and anticipate filing the final

Environmental Study Report with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change in March of 2015.  I

have included a project summary below, however if Councillor Burnside would like we can also send



along the project updates that were issued to Councillors throughout the progress for his records.  In

addition, the project website is a great resource for project updates and materials and will include all

CLC and Public Event meeting information, it can be accessed at:  www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 

If the Councillor would like to meet in the new year to further discuss the EA and the project please let

me know and we would be happy to arrange an update meeting. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me, my contact information is included

below. 

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, ON, M3N 1S4| 
( 416.661.6600 ext 5755| ( 647-537-4158|6 416.667.6277 | * vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

From:        "Wendy Strickland" <wstrick@toronto.ca> 
To:        "Scott Laver" <laver@toronto.ca>, "Vanessa Rose" <Vanessa.Rose@toronto.ca>, 
Cc:        "Douglas Jones" <djonesb@toronto.ca>, "Kevin Lemkay" <Kevin.Lemkay@toronto.ca>, "Violetta Tkaczuk"

<VTkaczuk@TRCA.on.ca> 
Date:        12/16/2014 03:05 PM 
Subject:        Fwd: Re: Wynford-Concorde Resident Group Concerns 

Hi Vanessa 
 
Thank you for passing along this message from Councillor Burnside and the area resident.   
 
I have cc'd Doug Jones, the Parks supervisor for this area, who should be able to address
the resident's concern about the condition of the wooden benches along the trail near
Wynford Heights Cres. 
 
The sign at the top of the slope into the valley was designed as an interpretive panel and
feature for the natural features of the valley.  It was not designed to replace the Parks
gateway signs, the large blue signs with park names that mark the park entrances along
roadsides.  I believe that former Councillor Parker had requested one of the blue signs from
Parks for this entrance.  Doug - can you provide an update on that request? 

The steepness of the slope at the Wynford access has been raised previously, but
unfortunately there is little to be done within the constraints of the site to alter the existing
grades.  Three rest areas with benches were constructed along the slope at the time the
access into the valley was upgraded in order to assist those that have difficulty with the
slope.  Please see the attached email sent to another constituent and cc'd to Councillor
Parker in October that outlines the challenges and constraints of that access point.   



 
The City is nearing the end of an Environmental Assessment for the remainder of the East
Don Trail, which would connect the existing East Don Trail to the Lower Don, Taylor Creek
and West Don trails near Don Mills and the DVP.  With this new section of trail, we aim to
have entrance points that meet accessibility requirements and will serve the needs of trail
users in the Wynford Concorde community that have difficulty with the existing access.
 More details on the EA can be found at www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail.  I have also cc'd
Violetta Tkaczuk from the TRCA, who is coordinating the EA process and can provide
Councillor Burnside with additional information on the EA. 
 
Please let me know if you'd like more information or would like to set up a meeting to
discuss further. 
 
Regards, 
Wendy 
 
 
 
 
Wendy Strickland 
Natural Environment Specialist 
Natural Environment & Community Programs, Urban Forestry 
 
Don Valley Brickworks, 550 Bayview Ave, Bldg 12, Ste 406 
Toronto, ON 
M4W 3X8 
 
Tel: 416-392-7111 
Fax: 416-338-1069 
>>> Vanessa Rose 11/12/2014 3:03 PM >>> 
Good afternoon Scott and Wendy, 
 
We received the message below from a Wynford / Concorde resident hoping for some
action from the Councillor. She seems frustrated that her request has had no traction. 
 
We are hoping that something can be done to make the path to the East Don Trail easier to
navigate for the many seniors who live in the area. 
 
I remember this path, it really is quite steep and as I recall, residents have been calling for
action for many years 
 
Many thanks for looking into this - the Councillor would like to meet with you to discuss the
matter. I will ask our Administration Assistant, Kevin Lemkay, to call you to set something
up. 
 
Warm regards, 
Vanessa 



 
Vanessa Rose 
Executive Assistant 
Councillor Jon Burnside | Ward 26-Don Valley West 
Toronto City Hall | 100 Queen Street West Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
T: 416-338-3283 
>>> Councillor Burnside 2014-12-09 10:05 AM >>> 
Hi  
 
I appreciate your forwarding me this summary-it's very helpful. 
I will speak to Vanessa my EA and we will set up a meeting with the Parks Dept to see how
we can facilitate this.  I'll get back to you by Friday with an update. 
Thanks again. 
 
Jon 
 

>>>   2014-12-05 1:23 AM >>> 
Jon....the following are  some items that have been discussed with John Parker at the Wynford-Concorde board
meetings...for the past 2 years...which have never been acted upon.  His assistant, Virginia, attended one of the
meetings and she suggested that I follow up with her to encourage some action on these concerns by John Parker.  

Hopefully, you will be able to implement the requested changes.   
 
From:  
Sent: October 11, 2014 4:06 PM
To: 'vgallop@toronto.ca'
Subject: follow up to July 18, 2014 e-mail 
 
Well, I see that nothing has yet happened regarding the countless requests on behalf of the Wynford-Concorde
residents and here we are at municipal election time.  I just received the latest issue of the “Highrise” newspaper
today and of course see an invitation to return Councillor Parker to office.  The ad cites:  “A responsible, respected
voice at City Hall”.  Perhaps Mr. Parker might do well to work on being “responsive”.  And perhaps a new

representative for Ward 26 might be more proactive for the constituents.   
 
From:  
Sent: July 18, 2014 11:32 AM
To: 'vgallop@toronto.ca'
Subject: July 14 Wynford-Concord Meeting 
 
Hello Virginia:   It was a pleasure to meet you last Monday and, with the sincere hope that you will be

instrumental in helping the residents of this area to have new and additional benches installed along the

driveway to the East Don Trail from Wynford Heights.  This area is well used by the families and

residents of this area through the day and early evenings and the few benches that exist are rotten

wood, balanced on bricks. 
Also, with many seniors in the area and families with strollers, it would be extremely helpful to ease the

steepness(?) of the hill leading to the trail with perhaps handrails or graduated large stones to be used



as “stairs”.  If it would be possible to install some pedestrian “plateaus” for travelling up or down the hill. 
One more thing that has been mentioned to Councillor Parker at each board meeting is the fact that it

would be sensible … and informative … if the sign advertising the trail and its flora and fauna were

relocated at the entrance of the pathway, as opposed to halfway along the path.  Anything you can  to

facilitate these requests/needs will be greatly appreciated.   

----- Message from "East Don Trail" <eastdontrail@toronto.ca> on Fri, 24 Oct 2014 09:43:15 -0400 -----

To: "

cc:

"Kathleen O. Wynne M.P.P." <kwynne.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org>, "Councillor
Minnan-Wong" <councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca>, "Councillor Parker"
<Councillor_Parker@toronto.ca>, "Councillor Jaye Robinson"
<councillor_robinson@toronto.ca>, "Jennifer Hyland" <jhyland@toronto.ca>,
"Jennifer Keesmaat" <jkeesma@toronto.ca>, "Wendy Strickland"
<wstrick@toronto.ca>, "Natalie Seniuk" <NSeniuk@trca.on.ca>, "Violetta
Tkaczuk" <VTkaczuk@trca.on.ca>

Subject: Re: East Don River Trail

Dear  
 
Thank you for your emails dated August 12 and September 22. My apologies for the delay in
responding to your two key concerns: 1) providing immediate access to the existing East Don
Trail near Wynford Drive and Concorde Place and 2) the steepness of the trail connection to
the existing East Don Trail at Wynford Heights Crescent. Your letter and follow-up
correspondence have been circulated to the project team (also copied here) and I have the
following response: 
1) Providing immediate access to the existing East Don Trail near Wynford Drive and
Concorde Place 
 
This existing trail access point in question is out of scope and not part of the East Don Trail
Environmental Assessment (EA). The focus of the EA study is on the new spine trail that will
connect to the existing East Don Trail, Lower Don Trail and Gatineau Hydro Corridor.  Though
access points to the spine trail are outside of the scope, please note that the EA will
recommend that additional community access points be explored during the detailed design
stage of the project.     
Both the new spine trail and access points considered for this new portion of the East Don
Trail will be designed and built to meet City of Toronto accessibility requirements, where
possible.  One such requirement will be to design any change of grade to be less than 5%
(steepness), where physical and other constraints (e.g., existing steep gradients and the need
to minimize the impact on the natural environment) allow. 
2) Steepness of the trail connection to the existing East Don Trail at Wynford Heights
Crescent. 
 
You have raised this concern in discussions with staff at the Public Information Centres for the



East Don Trail Environmental Assessment on September 12, 2013 and June 24, 2014. 
 
The existing East Don Trail was completed in 2012, including upgrades to an existing access
road to complete the connection from the trail to the Wynford community, along what you
refer to as the "Concorde Dog-walk".  This connection was made by upgrading an existing
paved road that provided – and continues to provide – access to the rail line, now owned and
managed by Metrolinx, and municipal storm and sanitary sewer infrastructure.  During
construction of the trail, the access road was repaved, infrastructure was upgraded to better
manage stormwater runoff, and three rest areas with benches were installed along the slope. 
 
The decision to connect the Wynford community along the existing route was made for a
number of reasons.  First, as mentioned above, the route is shared with the other
stakeholders in the area, namely Metrolinx and Toronto Water, who maintain infrastructure
at the bottom of the slope.  As such it needs to accommodate large vehicles for this
maintenance. Any access into the valley at this point would also need to accommodate these
large vehicles, whose turning radii are quite large. 
The decision to upgrade the existing route rather than construct a switchback trail to the
bottom of the slope was made in order to minimize impacts to the forested slope.
 Switchback trails take a lot of land to build, especially to traverse the grade that is found at
this Wynford entrance.  In order to achieve a more accessible trail grade, the trail would need
to traverse back and forth along the slope many times.  A plan that was developed last year
for another ravine with a less steep and longer slope required the trail to switchback five
times, large areas of regrading of soil and 3 metre high retaining walls along most of its
length – and that site did not need to accommodate the access needs of large vehicles as is
required at Wynford, so the footprint could be smaller than what would be required at
Wynford.  As you can imagine, most of the trees on the slope at Wynford would have to be
removed to be construct such a switchback, which would have significant impacts on the
natural environment and habitat value of the area and likely not be acceptable under the
Ravine and Natural Feature By-law. 
 
In the design of the remainder of the East Don Trail south of Wynford, the study team aims
to make access points to the trail which meet accessibility requirements.  The location of
these access points is still being determined but we hope that there will be another less steep
access point that residents of the Wynford community can use. 
 
Should you have any questions or require further information, please contact me at
mpyjor@toronto.ca or by phone 416-338-2850. 
Sincerely, 
Maogosha Pyjor

City of Toronto 
Public Consultation Unit 



>>>  08/12/2014 11:08 AM >>> 
AUGUST 11, 2014 
Maogosha Pyjor 
Public Consultation Coordinator 55 John Street, Metro Hall, 18 Fl. CITY OF TORONTO 
Toronto On M5V 3C6 
Dear Maogosha Pyjor 
Re: East Don Trail Project 
Like a hangover, the topic of cost and why spend the money now appears at every public meeting. The success of the City’s efforts while
spending millions of Dollars to extend the Charles Sauriol Trail will be in its use in the future by our children and children’s children. However,
the City will be successful  immediately by providing a better and easier access for the more than 10,000 persons presently living and

working next to it, -  just up the hill in Neighbourhood # 10 of Don Mills (1) called Wynford Heights. 
The key to your immediate success will be providing easy access to the trail, such that all  of us do not have to load up our cars, drive 5 km to
either the historic Milne site on Lawrence Ave. E. or Moccasin Trail off the Donway East - off Don Mills Road, or Don Mills Road at Taylor Creek,
then park the car - if you find a parking space - then start  walking, already discouraged and knowing full well that you have to get back and do

the rig-ma-roll  in reverse, wasting time, energy and polluting the air. 
The key to success here is to convert the obstacle,  which children under 5 and adults over 60, plus anyone requiring aides such as wheels or

canes simply can - not overcome. Even trail bikers have a serious problem – they push their bikes in a zig - zag fashion. 
The obstacle to success is the steep hill,  (2) just south of the CP Railway – twin bridge- (one track bridge built  in 1888 while the south track
bridge was built  in the 1920’s) - forming the end of a short Trail, which I call the “Concorde Dog-walk” where Children play and many Dog

lovers parade their pride and joy. 
The obstacle is in the steep gradient and difference in elevation,  which may be overcome by an abstract  – high-tech – eyecatching – glass -
encased elevator, just like they usually exhibit in a European Garden-show such as the “Floriade” or “Planten & Blomen”. There is also the down-

to-earth approach which would be a 
1serpentine-switchback multipurpose ramped trail, build into the hill, similar to some of the exiting roadways in the Swiss-Italian Alps, except

of course at a much smaller scale since walkers and baby-buggies are not cars or 18-wheelers. 
If  the City addresses this problem immediately success will be immediate, because it  will be opening the door to a green space for the 10,000
or more people living/working in this overcrowded-high-density-high-rise Neighbourhood longing for everyday outdoor opportunities, even if it

is a substitute to a public park space, which was never made mandatory by the City when development took place. 
Yours truly 

 
A very concerned Resident 
PS: 
Publication of my correspondence is permitted,  provided the Postal & E-mail Address are omitted! 
Cc: Councillor John Parker , Ward 26 Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong 34 Councillor Jaye Robinson, Ward 25 MPP Kathleen Wynne, Don

Valley West Chief Planner Jennifer Keesmaat 
Attachments: 
(1.)  The community of Don Mills consists of 10 neighbourhoods, as per attached map 
(2.)  Aerial Map showing the Hill in Question 
_ 
Yours truly 
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East Don Trail EA - Email Update

Violetta Tkaczuk  to:
councillor_fragedakis, 
councillor_minnan-wong, Councillor Davis, 
Councillor_Burnside

05/12/2015 11:05 AM

Cc:
katrina.xavier, dfinlay, jthiessen, jwebste2, ahowell3, jhyland, wstrick, 
laver, jgulati, mpyjor, "Ruthanne Henry"

Hello

Please see below for an e-update for the East Don Trail Environmental Assessment (EA) project that will 
be posted on the project website and sent out today to stakeholders who have subscribed to project email 
updates.

If you have not signed up for e-updates for the East Don Trail EA and would like to please visit the project 
webpage at   toronto.ca/eastdontrail and click the link available at the top of the webpage "subscribe to 
the mailing list"  located in the box "Contact Us".  The link will take you to the listerve email address, 
simply send the email that pops up. 

Please forward this email update to any of your constituents who may be interested in the East Don Trail 
EA.

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you;

Violetta Tkaczuk| Project Manager I, Project Management Office |

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, ON, M3N 1S4|

 647-537-4158| 416.667.6277 |  vtkaczuk@trca.on.ca |www.trca.on.ca

Office Location and Courier Address: 101 Exchange Avenue, Vaughan Ontario L4K 5R6 
Mailing Address 5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, Ontario M3N 1S4

East Don Trail Environmental Assessment 

Spring 2015 Update

www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail

Highlights of Work Completed 
A preferred East Don Trail route has been selected following refinement of the preferred 
design concept (as presented at the third public event).  In consultation with the 
Community Liaison Committee (CLC) and various review bodies, additional details on 
the design, construction and mitigation measures for the preferred trail route were 
developed. 

The preferred East Don Trail route will be approximately 4.8 kilometers long, 3.6 to 4 
meters wide, and include 12 watercourse crossings, five rail line crossings and two road 



underpasses. The majority of the trail surface will be asphalt while bridges will likely be 
comprised of non-slip steel. 

Detailed design and construction of the trail is proposed to occur over three phases, 
with Phase 1 starting in the south end from the Lower Don Trail to Bermondsey Road.  
Construction has not been scheduled yet and will not occur until the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) is approved and the project team completes detailed design. 

For further information on the preferred route recommended as part of the East Don 
Trail EA please see Committee Liaison Committee (CLC) Meeting #7 presentation.

Next Steps
The project team is now preparing the Environmental Study Report (ESR), which 
documents the East Don Trail EA project activities, consultation, and decision-making 
process.  Once complete, the ESR will be made available for 30 calendar days so the 
public, review agencies, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, and other project 
stakeholders have an opportunity to review the report.  A link to the study will be made 
available on the project website at a later date. 

For further information on the ESR process please see Frequently Asked Questions. 
Following review and approval of the ESR the project team will move into the detailed 
design stage and obtain all necessary permits and approvals. The trail detailed design 
(where feasible) will follow the Toronto Multi-Use Path Design Guidelines (December 
2014), and the Accessibility Standards for the Design of Public Spaces (from the 
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act).

Archaeological Assessment
An archaeological assessment (Stage 2) for Phase 1 of the preferred East Don Trail 
route has been completed.  No cultural material was found during these assessments 
and consequently the project team does not have any further archaeological concerns 
for Phase 1. If for any reason the final East Don Trail deviates from the preferred route 
than additional archaeological assessments may be necessary.  Furthermore if any 
deeply buried deposits or human remains are encountered during construction, all 
activates will cease and the TRCA Archeology Resource Management Services as well 
as the proper authorities will be contacted immediately.  

Sincerely,

Maogosha Pyjor
Senior Public Consultation Coordinator
Tel: 416-338-2850
TTY: 416-338-0889
Fax: 416-392-2974
Email: eastdontrail@toronto.ca

(Do not reply to this message).
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From: Violetta Savage
To: councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca; councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca;

councillor_Burnside@toronto.ca
Cc: gzazai@toronto.ca; Anna.milner@toronto.ca; ahowell3@toronto.ca; jthiessen@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca;

mpyjor@toronto.ca; jhyland@toronto.ca; jgulati@toronto.ca; wstrick@toronto.ca; laver@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Update
Date: 07/18/2016 11:06 AM
Attachments: EDT_Update_July 2016.pdf

EDT_EA_Preferred AlignmentJuly2016.pdf

Good Morning;

As you are aware the City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority

(TRCA) are currently conducting an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the East Don

Trail.  I would like to take this opportunity to update you on the progress and current

status of the EA.  I have provided a progress update below, in addition I have

attached an update that will be sent to our stakeholder list. 

Progress 
Since last year the East Don Trail EA project team has been working on the

following: 
·        Edits to the Environmental Study Report (ESR) following review and comment

by the Community Liaison Committee, Technical Advisory Committee and Key

Stakeholders 
·        Conducting additional studies to support the preferred Alternative Trail

Alignment and the next steps of the process (detailed design).  Further information on

the studies can be found in the update attached, and included: 
    - Electromagnetic Field Study (of the Hydro Gatineau Corridor) 
    - Heritage Assessment 

·        Discussions with Key Stakeholders regarding the preferred Alternative Trail

Alignment 

Current Status 

The East Don Trail ESR has not been finalized and filed with the Ministry of

Environmental and Climate Change yet due to ongoing discussions with Key

Stakeholders concerning the recommended preferred Alternative Trail Alignment.  As

you may recall, as part of the preferred Alignment two proposed at-grade crossings

were recommended to cross the rail line, one north of Eglinton Ave and one at the

Hydro Gatineau Corridor (see attached map of preferred Alignment).  The rail line

owners, Metrolinx have expressed some concerns with these at-grade crossings and

as a result the project team is currently exploring our options.   

Next Steps 
The project team will continue to discuss and explore options with Metrolinx to ensure

the most appropriate rail line crossings are included in the ESR as the preferred

Alignment.

To access the East Don Trail EA webpage please go

to: http://www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 
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EAST DON TRAIL EA 
UPDATE: Summer 2016 
 
 


BACKGROUND 


 


As you know, the City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 


Assessment (EA) to study options for a multi-use trail system within the East Don Corridor. The proposed 


trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail network joining the existing East Don Trail (East 


of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at approximately Bermondsey Road), and the 


Lower Don Trail System.   


 


STATUS 


 


In our last update (May 2015) we confirmed the preferred trail route with phasing for detailed design and 


construction. We also stated that we were preparing the final report for the study which is called an 


Environmental Study Report (ESR). Finalizing the ESR for public review is taking longer than anticipated. 


The potential environmental effects of the designs for the preferred trail route are being assessed and 


any required mitigation measures are being proposed. A few segments of the trail still require utility 


landowner approval and the project team is currently in discussions with these groups to ensure the 


preferred alternative is carried forward and that any impacts are mitigated. This information will be 


available in the ESR.    


 


In the meantime, additional studies have been completed for the EA and include an Electromagnetic 


Field Study and a Heritage Assessment.    


 


ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD STUDY 


 


An Electromagnetic Field (EMF) Study was undertaken to determine the relationship of EMFs in the 


Hydro Corridor and the proposed East Don Trail.  A section of the proposed East Don Trail runs through 


a Hydro Corridor which contains transmission towers and lines that can emit electric and magnetic fields.  


The Study examined the location of the proposed trail to EMF levels and concluded the exposure to EMF 


would be small and well below the limits set by the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation. 


The City of Toronto’s Public Health reviewed the study and concluded that the proposed trail appears 


appropriate for the location and situation, and will likely minimize EMF exposure where possible.  


 


HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 


 


A Heritage Assessment was undertaken to ensure the proposed trail would not impact cultural heritage, 


specifically built heritage resources, in the East Don Trail Study Area.  Built heritage resources are 


defined as significant buildings, structures, or remains associated with architectural, cultural, social, 


political, economic or military history and identified as being important to a community. These resources 


are identified through designations or listed by municipal, provincial or federal governments.  The 


Assessment concluded that the Study Area does not contain any designated or listed built heritage 


features.   


 







EAST DON TRAIL EA 
UPDATE: Summer 2016 
 
One interesting built feature investigated as part of this assessment was the Metrolinx rail line.  The 


Metrolinx rail line construction dates back to over 100 years ago and has been well documented in the 


writings of Charles Sauriol, a local conservationist and historian.  Though the rail line is not designated as 


cultural heritage resource, the Assessment provided recommendations and potential design opportunities 


on how to compliment the design of the proposed East Don Trail with the historic rail line, these will be 


considered during the detailed design phase.  


 


NEXT STEPS 


The project team will continue discussions with utility landowners to ensure all their concerns are 


addressed. The finalized ESR will document the project activities, correspondence and decision-making 


process.  This report will be filed with the Ministry of Environmental and Climate Change for a 30 day 


public review.  


For more information on the East Don Trail EA, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Savage, Project Manager, TRCA 
vsavage@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions. 

Violetta Savage (Tkaczuk) | Project Manager I, Project Management Office 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority

Mailing Address:  5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, ON, M3N 1S4 

Office Location and Courier Address: 101 Exchange Avenue, Vaughan, ON, L4K

5R6

(Office: 416.661.6600 ext 5755 | Cell: 647.537.4158 | 6416.667.6277

|* vsavage@trca.on.ca | www.trca.on.ca
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EAST DON TRAIL EA 
UPDATE: Summer 2016 
 
 


BACKGROUND 


 


As you know, the City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 


Assessment (EA) to study options for a multi-use trail system within the East Don Corridor. The proposed 


trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail network joining the existing East Don Trail (East 


of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at approximately Bermondsey Road), and the 


Lower Don Trail System.   
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In our last update (May 2015) we confirmed the preferred trail route with phasing for detailed design and 


construction. We also stated that we were preparing the final report for the study which is called an 
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The potential environmental effects of the designs for the preferred trail route are being assessed and 


any required mitigation measures are being proposed. A few segments of the trail still require utility 


landowner approval and the project team is currently in discussions with these groups to ensure the 


preferred alternative is carried forward and that any impacts are mitigated. This information will be 


available in the ESR.    


 


In the meantime, additional studies have been completed for the EA and include an Electromagnetic 


Field Study and a Heritage Assessment.    


 


ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD STUDY 


 


An Electromagnetic Field (EMF) Study was undertaken to determine the relationship of EMFs in the 


Hydro Corridor and the proposed East Don Trail.  A section of the proposed East Don Trail runs through 


a Hydro Corridor which contains transmission towers and lines that can emit electric and magnetic fields.  


The Study examined the location of the proposed trail to EMF levels and concluded the exposure to EMF 


would be small and well below the limits set by the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation. 


The City of Toronto’s Public Health reviewed the study and concluded that the proposed trail appears 


appropriate for the location and situation, and will likely minimize EMF exposure where possible.  


 


HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 


 


A Heritage Assessment was undertaken to ensure the proposed trail would not impact cultural heritage, 


specifically built heritage resources, in the East Don Trail Study Area.  Built heritage resources are 


defined as significant buildings, structures, or remains associated with architectural, cultural, social, 


political, economic or military history and identified as being important to a community. These resources 


are identified through designations or listed by municipal, provincial or federal governments.  The 


Assessment concluded that the Study Area does not contain any designated or listed built heritage 


features.   


 







EAST DON TRAIL EA 
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One interesting built feature investigated as part of this assessment was the Metrolinx rail line.  The 


Metrolinx rail line construction dates back to over 100 years ago and has been well documented in the 


writings of Charles Sauriol, a local conservationist and historian.  Though the rail line is not designated as 


cultural heritage resource, the Assessment provided recommendations and potential design opportunities 


on how to compliment the design of the proposed East Don Trail with the historic rail line, these will be 


considered during the detailed design phase.  


 


NEXT STEPS 


The project team will continue discussions with utility landowners to ensure all their concerns are 


addressed. The finalized ESR will document the project activities, correspondence and decision-making 


process.  This report will be filed with the Ministry of Environmental and Climate Change for a 30 day 


public review.  


For more information on the East Don Trail EA, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 


Or Contact: 


Violetta Savage, Project Manager, TRCA 
vsavage@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
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EAST DON TRAIL EA 
UPDATE: Summer 2016 
 
 

BACKGROUND 

 

As you know, the City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 

Assessment (EA) to study options for a multi-use trail system within the East Don Corridor. The proposed 

trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail network joining the existing East Don Trail (East 

of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at approximately Bermondsey Road), and the 

Lower Don Trail System.   

 

STATUS 

 

In our last update (May 2015) we confirmed the preferred trail route with phasing for detailed design and 

construction. We also stated that we were preparing the final report for the study which is called an 

Environmental Study Report (ESR). Finalizing the ESR for public review is taking longer than anticipated. 

The potential environmental effects of the designs for the preferred trail route are being assessed and 

any required mitigation measures are being proposed. A few segments of the trail still require utility 

landowner approval and the project team is currently in discussions with these groups to ensure the 

preferred alternative is carried forward and that any impacts are mitigated. This information will be 

available in the ESR.    

 

In the meantime, additional studies have been completed for the EA and include an Electromagnetic 

Field Study and a Heritage Assessment.    

 

ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD STUDY 

 

An Electromagnetic Field (EMF) Study was undertaken to determine the relationship of EMFs in the 

Hydro Corridor and the proposed East Don Trail.  A section of the proposed East Don Trail runs through 

a Hydro Corridor which contains transmission towers and lines that can emit electric and magnetic fields.  

The Study examined the location of the proposed trail to EMF levels and concluded the exposure to EMF 

would be small and well below the limits set by the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation. 

The City of Toronto’s Public Health reviewed the study and concluded that the proposed trail appears 

appropriate for the location and situation, and will likely minimize EMF exposure where possible.  

 

HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

 

A Heritage Assessment was undertaken to ensure the proposed trail would not impact cultural heritage, 

specifically built heritage resources, in the East Don Trail Study Area.  Built heritage resources are 

defined as significant buildings, structures, or remains associated with architectural, cultural, social, 

political, economic or military history and identified as being important to a community. These resources 

are identified through designations or listed by municipal, provincial or federal governments.  The 

Assessment concluded that the Study Area does not contain any designated or listed built heritage 

features.   

 



EAST DON TRAIL EA 
UPDATE: Summer 2016 
 
One interesting built feature investigated as part of this assessment was the Metrolinx rail line.  The 

Metrolinx rail line construction dates back to over 100 years ago and has been well documented in the 

writings of Charles Sauriol, a local conservationist and historian.  Though the rail line is not designated as 

cultural heritage resource, the Assessment provided recommendations and potential design opportunities 

on how to compliment the design of the proposed East Don Trail with the historic rail line, these will be 

considered during the detailed design phase.  

 

NEXT STEPS 

The project team will continue discussions with utility landowners to ensure all their concerns are 

addressed. The finalized ESR will document the project activities, correspondence and decision-making 

process.  This report will be filed with the Ministry of Environmental and Climate Change for a 30 day 

public review.  

For more information on the East Don Trail EA, please visit: www.toronto.ca/eastdontrail 

Or Contact: 

Violetta Savage, Project Manager, TRCA 
vsavage@trca.on.ca 
 
Maogosha Pyjor, Public Consultation Coordinator, City of Toronto 
Tel: 416-338-2850, E-mail: mpyjor@toronto.ca 
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From: Violetta Savage
To: councillor_Burnside@toronto.ca; councillor_davis@toronto.ca; councillor_fragedakis@toronto.ca;

councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca
Cc: ahowell3@toronto.ca; Anna.milner@toronto.ca; dfinlay@toronto.ca; gzazai@toronto.ca; jgulati@toronto.ca;

jhyland@toronto.ca; jthiessen@toronto.ca; laver@toronto.ca; mpyjor@toronto.ca; wstrick@toronto.ca
Subject: East Don Trail EA Update
Date: 09/07/2016 02:56 PM
Attachments: EDT Update_PreferredDesignConcept.pdf

Hello

I would like to take this opportunity to update you and seek comments on changes to the

East Don Trail EA final preferred trail route (preferred trail design concept).  

As indicated in my last update the East Don Trail project team had not filed the

Environmental Study Report (ESR) due to Metrolinx’s concerns with two proposed at-grade

crossings. The preferred trail design concept determined through evaluation during the EA

process included two at-grade crossings of the rail line, one north of Eglinton Ave and one

at the Hydro Gatineau Corridor (see attached map).  In discussions with Metrolinx they

have indicated it is their policy direction to not permit any new at-grade crossings of active

rail corridors.  Therefore the two proposed at-grade crossings could not be selected as the

preferred crossing options in the EA.  The final East Don Trail preferred trail design concept

has been amended to include two bridge crossings of the Metrolinx rail line.  Location of the

main trail and three additional rail line crossings remains unchanged.  Refer to attached

update for further information on the proposed bridges and the final preferred trail design

concept. 

Next Steps

The project team is requesting comments from the public and stakeholders during a two

week period from Wednesday, September 7 to Wednesday, September 21, 2016. 

Following this two week review period, any necessary changes or additions will be made to

the new proposed rail bridge crossings and the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be

updated.  The ESR will be filed with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change for a

30 day public review this fall. 

If you would like to set up a meeting to further discuss the East Don Trail and the preferred

trail design concept I would be happy to arrange one at your earliest convenience. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or comments. 

Kindest Regards

Violetta Savage (Tkaczuk) | Project Manager I, Project Management Office 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority

Mailing Address:  5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, ON, M3N 1S4 

Office Location and Courier Address: 101 Exchange Avenue, Vaughan, ON, L4K

5R6

(Office: 416.661.6600 ext 5755 | Cell: 647.537.4158 | 6416.667.6277

|* vsavage@trca.on.ca | www.trca.on.ca
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EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Preferred Design Concept  
  
BACKGROUND 


As you know, the City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a Schedule C Municipal Class 


Environmental Assessment (EA) to study options for a multi-use trail system within the East Don 


Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail network joining 


the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at 


approximately Bermondsey Road), and the Lower Don Trail System.   


 


STATUS 


In our last update (August 2016) we indicated that a few segments of the trail still required utility 


landowner approval these included two crossings of the Metrolinx rail line, one within the Hydro 


Corridor and one north of Eglinton Avenue.  At these two crossing locations the rail line is not 


high enough to provide sufficient space to construct a tunnel under the rail line. During the 


Environmental Assessment (EA) process options explored to cross the rail line in these 


locations included at-grade and bridge crossings. The preliminary preferred method of crossing 


was evaluated to be at-grade crossings, however following discussions with Metrolinx these 


cannot be selected as the final preferred. Metrolinx/GO’s policy direction is to not permit any 


new at-grade crossings of active rail corridors.  Therefore the second highest evaluated 


crossings, bridges, have been selected as the final preferred crossing for these two rail line 


crossing locations.  


 


EAST DON TRAIL PREFERRED DESIGN CONCEPT 


The previously presented preferred trail design concept for the East Don Trail remains the 


same, except for the amendment of the two at-grade crossings to two rail line bridge crossings.  


The preferred option of crossing the Metrolinx rail line at three additional locations also remain 


unchanged and include two tunnel crossings and one underpass. The final preferred trail design 


concept, including the two rail line bridges can be seen in Figure 1.   


RAIL LINE BRIDGES  


Both bridges will be designed and built to span the Metrolinx right-of–way, ranging from 45 to 


60m long, the specific sizing of these crossings will be completed in the detailed design project 


phase. Both bridges will aim to meet a minimum of 7.4 m vertical clearance, the distance from 


the rail line to the bottom of the bridge structure. Bridge width will be determined with the 


function of a multi-use trail in mind, aiming for a width of at least 3.5 m.  


Further design and implementation considerations may include: bridge surface material type to 


consider an anti-slip surface, railing height and design to consider safety of trail users and rail 


line operations, bridge abutments and load requirements. 


To transition trail users from the trail at ground level to the bridges over the rail line three design 


approaches will be explored: multi-use trail switchbacks, sloped walkways, and raised ramp 


structures. The specific dimensions for each of these will be determined during the detailed 


design project phase, and will consider: grades, number and location of landings/resting areas, 


handrails, guards, length, width, and turn radius.  







EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Preferred Design Concept  
  
The design of the bridges and transition areas will be done in consultation with Metrolinx and 


will work to meet the Ontario Accessibility Standards for the Design of Public Spaces Guidelines 


(2013), the Toronto Multi-Use Trail Design Guidelines (2014), City of Toronto Accessibility 


Design Guidelines (2004), and all applicable Transport Canada and Metrolinx standards.  


NEXT STEPS 


The public and project stakeholders are being asked to review and provide comments on the 


recent changes to the East Don Trail preferred trail design concept which includes the two rail 


line bridges. Any comments are requested by Wednesday, September 21, 2016.  Following this 


two week review period, any necessary changes or additions will be made to the proposed rail 


line bridge crossings and the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be updated.  The ESR will 


be filed with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change for a 30 day public review period.  
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BACKGROUND 


As you know, the City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a Schedule C Municipal Class 


Environmental Assessment (EA) to study options for a multi-use trail system within the East Don 


Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail network joining 


the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at 


approximately Bermondsey Road), and the Lower Don Trail System.   


 


STATUS 


In our last update (August 2016) we indicated that a few segments of the trail still required utility 


landowner approval these included two crossings of the Metrolinx rail line, one within the Hydro 


Corridor and one north of Eglinton Avenue.  At these two crossing locations the rail line is not 


high enough to provide sufficient space to construct a tunnel under the rail line. During the 


Environmental Assessment (EA) process options explored to cross the rail line in these 


locations included at-grade and bridge crossings. The preliminary preferred method of crossing 


was evaluated to be at-grade crossings, however following discussions with Metrolinx these 


cannot be selected as the final preferred. Metrolinx/GO’s policy direction is to not permit any 


new at-grade crossings of active rail corridors.  Therefore the second highest evaluated 


crossings, bridges, have been selected as the final preferred crossing for these two rail line 


crossing locations.  


 


EAST DON TRAIL PREFERRED DESIGN CONCEPT 


The previously presented preferred trail design concept for the East Don Trail remains the 


same, except for the amendment of the two at-grade crossings to two rail line bridge crossings.  


The preferred option of crossing the Metrolinx rail line at three additional locations also remain 


unchanged and include two tunnel crossings and one underpass. The final preferred trail design 


concept, including the two rail line bridges can be seen in Figure 1.   


RAIL LINE BRIDGES  


Both bridges will be designed and built to span the Metrolinx right-of–way, ranging from 45 to 


60m long, the specific sizing of these crossings will be completed in the detailed design project 


phase. Both bridges will aim to meet a minimum of 7.4 m vertical clearance, the distance from 


the rail line to the bottom of the bridge structure. Bridge width will be determined with the 


function of a multi-use trail in mind, aiming for a width of at least 3.5 m.  


Further design and implementation considerations may include: bridge surface material type to 


consider an anti-slip surface, railing height and design to consider safety of trail users and rail 


line operations, bridge abutments and load requirements. 


To transition trail users from the trail at ground level to the bridges over the rail line three design 


approaches will be explored: multi-use trail switchbacks, sloped walkways, and raised ramp 


structures. The specific dimensions for each of these will be determined during the detailed 


design project phase, and will consider: grades, number and location of landings/resting areas, 


handrails, guards, length, width, and turn radius.  
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The design of the bridges and transition areas will be done in consultation with Metrolinx and 


will work to meet the Ontario Accessibility Standards for the Design of Public Spaces Guidelines 


(2013), the Toronto Multi-Use Trail Design Guidelines (2014), City of Toronto Accessibility 


Design Guidelines (2004), and all applicable Transport Canada and Metrolinx standards.  


NEXT STEPS 


The public and project stakeholders are being asked to review and provide comments on the 


recent changes to the East Don Trail preferred trail design concept which includes the two rail 


line bridges. Any comments are requested by Wednesday, September 21, 2016.  Following this 


two week review period, any necessary changes or additions will be made to the proposed rail 


line bridge crossings and the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be updated.  The ESR will 


be filed with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change for a 30 day public review period.  
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EAST DON TRAIL EA 
PROJECT UPDATE: Preferred Design Concept  
  
BACKGROUND 

As you know, the City of Toronto and TRCA are conducting a Schedule C Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment (EA) to study options for a multi-use trail system within the East Don 

Corridor. The proposed trail would provide a key connection in the multi-use trail network joining 

the existing East Don Trail (East of Wynford Heights Crescent), Gatineau Corridor Trail (at 

approximately Bermondsey Road), and the Lower Don Trail System.   

 

STATUS 

In our last update (August 2016) we indicated that a few segments of the trail still required utility 

landowner approval these included two crossings of the Metrolinx rail line, one within the Hydro 

Corridor and one north of Eglinton Avenue.  At these two crossing locations the rail line is not 

high enough to provide sufficient space to construct a tunnel under the rail line. During the 

Environmental Assessment (EA) process options explored to cross the rail line in these 

locations included at-grade and bridge crossings. The preliminary preferred method of crossing 

was evaluated to be at-grade crossings, however following discussions with Metrolinx these 

cannot be selected as the final preferred. Metrolinx/GO’s policy direction is to not permit any 

new at-grade crossings of active rail corridors.  Therefore the second highest evaluated 

crossings, bridges, have been selected as the final preferred crossing for these two rail line 

crossing locations.  

 

EAST DON TRAIL PREFERRED DESIGN CONCEPT 

The previously presented preferred trail design concept for the East Don Trail remains the 

same, except for the amendment of the two at-grade crossings to two rail line bridge crossings.  

The preferred option of crossing the Metrolinx rail line at three additional locations also remain 

unchanged and include two tunnel crossings and one underpass. The final preferred trail design 

concept, including the two rail line bridges can be seen in Figure 1.   

RAIL LINE BRIDGES  

Both bridges will be designed and built to span the Metrolinx right-of–way, ranging from 45 to 

60m long, the specific sizing of these crossings will be completed in the detailed design project 

phase. Both bridges will aim to meet a minimum of 7.4 m vertical clearance, the distance from 

the rail line to the bottom of the bridge structure. Bridge width will be determined with the 

function of a multi-use trail in mind, aiming for a width of at least 3.5 m.  

Further design and implementation considerations may include: bridge surface material type to 

consider an anti-slip surface, railing height and design to consider safety of trail users and rail 

line operations, bridge abutments and load requirements. 

To transition trail users from the trail at ground level to the bridges over the rail line three design 

approaches will be explored: multi-use trail switchbacks, sloped walkways, and raised ramp 

structures. The specific dimensions for each of these will be determined during the detailed 

design project phase, and will consider: grades, number and location of landings/resting areas, 

handrails, guards, length, width, and turn radius.  
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The design of the bridges and transition areas will be done in consultation with Metrolinx and 

will work to meet the Ontario Accessibility Standards for the Design of Public Spaces Guidelines 

(2013), the Toronto Multi-Use Trail Design Guidelines (2014), City of Toronto Accessibility 

Design Guidelines (2004), and all applicable Transport Canada and Metrolinx standards.  

NEXT STEPS 

The public and project stakeholders are being asked to review and provide comments on the 

recent changes to the East Don Trail preferred trail design concept which includes the two rail 

line bridges. Any comments are requested by Wednesday, September 21, 2016.  Following this 

two week review period, any necessary changes or additions will be made to the proposed rail 

line bridge crossings and the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be updated.  The ESR will 

be filed with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change for a 30 day public review period.  
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