
LOCATION: 
William T Foster Woods, Humber River Watershed 
 

DATE: 
Thursday September 24, 2020 
 

REGION/MUNICIPALITY: 
York Region, City of Vaughan 
 

IN COLLABORATION WITH: 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA),  
Tree Canada, Rogers Employees 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) works closely with municipalities and 
community partners to engage local residents, students from all grade levels, and 
community and corporate groups, in community-based restoration activities to enhance 
and create diverse habitats within naturalized areas. This year multiple scheduled 
activities were cancelled due to COVID19. 

With current pandemic and provincial restrictions to social gatherings, TRCA 
implemented new COVID19 safe procedures to continue delivering community-based 
restoration activities. These procedures assist with controlled registration, physical 
distancing throughout the activity, sanitization of all equipment, and use of personal 
protective gear.  

A group of Rogers employee volunteers met at William T. Foster Woods in Kleinburg to 
participate in a Watershed Wide Cleanup activity. Litter, debris and illegal dumping is 
abundant throughout the GTA. Each year TRCA coordinates several cleanups at various 
locations to assist in removing litter and preventing contaminants entering sensitive 
waterways. A vital component of cleanups are to remove plastics which break down and 
become microplastics. These microplastics (less than 5 mm), can be ingested by both 
aquatic and terrestrial wildlife thinking it is a food source, and can lead to fatalities. 

This enthusiastic group covered a large area including the parking lot and trails that lead 
through this naturalized area. 

These engagement activities provide enhanced natural spaces as habitat for local native 
wildlife, recreational areas for local residents, and provide a better understanding to the 
importance of protecting sensitive ecosystems. 

Positive Environmental Impacts 

# of Garbage Bags 
Collected 

Weight of Garbage 
Collected (lbs.) 

# of 
Participants 

Participant 
Volunteer Hrs 

9 57 8 24 
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